Lessons from the book of Jeremiah
Lessons for the ¥ Quarter, 2012

General Introduction

‘Naturally of a timid and shrinking disposition, Jeremiahded for the peace and quiet of a life of retirement, evherneed
not witness the continued impenitence of his belovedmaklis heart was wrung with anguish over the ruin wrougtiry
“O that my head were waters, and mine eyes a founta@gars,” he mourned, “that | might weep day and nighttfe slain of
the daughter of my people! O that | had in the wilderadsslging place of wayfaring men; that | might leave mypes and
go from them.” Jeremiah 9:1, 2.

‘Cruel were the mockings he was called upon to endHisesensitive soul was pierced through and through baritosvs
of derision hurled at him by those who despised his messagesiade light of his burden for their conversionwédk a deri-
sion to all my people,” he declared, “and their soh¢ghal day.” “I am in derision daily, everyone mocketh.tn . .

‘When called to drink of the cup of tribulation aswtrow, and when tempted in his misery to say, “Mgragth and my
hope is perished from the Lord,” he recalled the prawdds of God in his behalf and triumphantly exclaimedijs‘iof the
Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because Hipassions fail not. They are new every morning: gredihisfaith-
fulness. The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therfwill | hope in Him. The Lord is good unto them thattar Him, to
the soul that seeketh Him. It is good that a man shouldhmpe and quietly wait for the salvation of the Loidamentations
3:18, 22-26.

Prophets & Kingspages 419-421.

‘Each of the ancient prophets spoke less for their timva than for ours, so that their prophesying is neddor us. “Now all
these things happened unto them for ensamples: and thegitéea for our admonition, upon whom the ends of tloeldvare
come.” 1 Corinthians 10:11.’

Selected Messages, boolpage 338.
‘I am instructed to say to our churches, Study the Testi@s. They are written for our admonition and encouragénupon
whom the ends of the world are come. If God’s peoplenst study these messages that are sent to themtifmgrto time,
they are guilty of rejecting light. Line upon line, precapbn precept, here a little and there a little, Goénslig instruction
to His people. Heed the instruction; follow the light. Tloed has a controversy with His people because in thetp@shave
not heeded His instruction and followed His guidance.’

Selected Messages, boolpdge 358.

Compiler’'s Note

Unlike other Biblical prophetic books, the writingsJefremiah reveal the inmost spiritual thoughts and feetingserning the
work he has been called by God to do. His lonelinesdehrs, his reactions, his prayers, his sorrowshanldngings for his
people are as a thread running through the book, which malpedpisetic writings both personal and poignant. Jereisiah
revealed as a young man who has been well trained ioothles of the law, so that numerous references are toale writ-
ings of Moses, especially the book of Deuteronomy. drfedogies that he draws on to strengthen his message$shoon-
siderable knowledge of the natural world of the Creatutt ® whom we owe our allegiance. The book of Jeremiahigue
among prophetic books as it more closely resemblespi@tio notebook. There is no pattern or shape in the bookthere-
fore no sequence to follow in study. He was prophesyimgapily in the reigns of four kings — Josiah, Jehoiakirhpikchin
and Zedekiah. Interestingly a good portion of Jeremiahawasvrite, a second edition after the king had cut andebuttme
original scroll. Jeremiah 36:27-28, 32. Chapter 52, the adimg words were not written by Jeremiah at all. THessons
therefore look at the major themes in the book to peowialuable understanding for the last generation béfiereeturn of
Jesus.

Lesson 1: April 1-7
‘Say not | am a child’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘Sing unto the Lord, praise ye the Ldat: He hath delivered the soul of the poor from thedhafrevil
doers.” Jeremiah 20:13.

STUDY HELP:Counsels to Parents, Teachers & Studepage 330.

LESSON AIM: To consider Jeremiah, the young man wham ¢hose to be a prophet.

Introduction

‘Bible history stays the fainting heart with the hageGod’'s mercy. We need not despair when we see thetsohave strug-
gled through discouragements like our own, have fallen imptions even as we have done, and yet have recotsied t
ground and been blessed of God. The words of inspiratiofocband cheer the erring soul. Although the patriaesidsapos-
tles were subject to human frailties, yet through fetiy obtained a good report, fought their battles in ttemgth of the
Lord, and conquered gloriously. Thus may we trust in theeviof the atoning sacrifice and be overcomers in the mdde
sus.’Conflict & Courage page 368.



‘Let no man despise thy youth’

1. What does the Bible reveal about the youthful age of thergphet Jeremiah? Jeremiah 1:6, 7.

NOTE: ‘He [Timothy] was a mere lad when chosen by @ea teacher; but so fixed were his principles by aecbeducation
that he was fitted for this important position. He boreriesponsibilities with Christlike meekness. He wathfial, steadfast,
and true, and Paul selected him to be his companion in labdutravel. Lest Timothy should meet with slights beezof his
youthfulness, Paul wrote to him, “Let no man despiseyttuth.” He could safely do this, because Timothy was self-
sufficient, but continually sought guidance. There araynguth who move from impulse rather than from judgment. But
Timothy inquired at every step, “Is this the way of thoeed?” He had no especially brilliant talents, but basecrated all his
abilities to the service of God, and this made his watkable. The Lord found in him a mind that He could mouldfasl-

ion for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. God will useetlyouth today as He used Timothy, if they will submitlie guidance.

It is your privilege to be God’s missionarie€onflict & Courage page 344.

2. In which town of priests, in Benjamin, about three mies north of Jerusalem, was Jeremiah born? Jeremiah 1:1.
Read also Joshua 21:18, 19.

NOTE: ‘A member of the Levitical priesthood, Jeremiegdd been trained from childhood for holy service.Hose happy

years of preparation he little realised that he had bedsined from birth to be “a prophet unto the nationed when the

divine call came, he was overwhelmed with a sensesofitnworthiness. “Ah, Lord God!” he exclaimed, “beholdaheot

speak: for | am a child.” Jeremiah 1:5, Brophets & Kingspage 407.

‘Hear the instruction of thy father’

3.  What was the name of Jeremiah’s father and what was his wofkJeremiah 1:1.

NOTE: ‘Fathers and mothers who make God first in theirseholds, who teach their children that the feéneLord is the
beginning of wisdom, glorify God before angels and before mepresenting to the world a well-ordered, well-discidin
family, a family that love and obey God instead of Helg against Him. Christ is not a stranger in theimes; His name is a
household name, revered and glorified. Angels delightionae where God reigns supreme and the children are taugh-
erence religion, the Bible, and their Creator. Suchilfesncan claim the promise, “Them that honour M&ill honour.” Ad-
ventist Homepage 27.

4. What references in Jeremiah’s prophecies reveal his dedmowledge of the Scriptures? Deuteronomy 28:49 (com-

pare Jeremiah 5:15); Deuteronomy 4:27, 28 (compare Jeremiah 5:19)s&m 121:1, 2 (compare Jeremiah 3:23).
NOTE: ‘Jeremiah called their attention repeatedhhtdounsels given in Deuteronomy. More than any ath#re prophets,
he emphasised the teachings of the Mosaic law and dhtoare these might bring the highest spiritual blessinthe nation
and to every individual heart. “Ask for the old paths, wehisrthe good way, and walk therein,” he pleaded, “arshgd find
rest for your souls.” Jeremiah 6:18rophets & Kingspage 411.

‘The stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times’

5. Through what examples does Jeremiah reveal his close ebgations of the natural world? Jeremiah 12:9,
Jeremiah 8:7, Jeremiah 13:23, Jeremiah 17:11.
NOTE: ‘Although the earth was blighted with the curssture was still to be man’s lesson book. It could net represent
goodness only; for evil was everywhere present, nearth and sea and air with its defiling touch. Where aasewritten
only the character of God, the knowledge of good, was wotten also the character of Satan, the knowledgevibf From
nature, which now revealed the knowledge of good and evil, was continually to receive warning as to the resfltsn.
Many illustrations from nature are used by the Bibletews; and as we observe the things of the natural weddshall be
enabled, under the guiding of the Holy Spirit, more ftdlyunderstand the lessons of God's Word. In the naturéd \@ud
has placed in the hands of the children of men the kapltzk the treasure house of His Word. The unseen isridlted by
the seen; divine wisdom, eternal truth, infinite grace, understood by the things that God has m&teld Guidancepage
46.
“Truth is perished,” he [Jeremiah] mourned, “and is cfitfmm their mouth.” “The stork in the heaven knotvdier ap-
pointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swaliserve the time of their coming; but My people know thet
judgment of the Lord.” Jeremiah 7:28; 8:FProphets & Kingspage 414.

6. To whom did Jeremiah point in his teaching against idolatryand in whom did he put his trust? Jeremiah 10:10.
Compare Jeremiah 10:11. Jeremiah 32:17.

NOTE: ‘Those who claim to be Christians, who profesbelieve the truth, and yet drink at the polluted fountefrisfidel-

ity, and by precept and example draw others away frontdle snow-waters of Lebanon, are fools, though thefeps

themselves to be wise. “Hear ye the word which thiellspeaketh unto you, O house of Israel: Thus saith ttee Learn not

the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the sigheaven; for the heathen are dismayed at thenBut the Lord is

the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasfing.” Christian Educationpage 103.

‘Train up a child’

7.  Which prophetess and her husband were the aunt and unct# Jeremiah? 2 Kings 22:14, Jeremiah 32:7.



NOTE: ‘Already the anger of the Lord was kindled agathstpeople. Overwhelmed with sorrow and dismay, Josiathhis
garments and bowed before God in agony of spirit, seeking pfndtire sins of an impenitent nation. At that time theppr
etess Huldah was living in Jerusalem, near the temple.nind of the king, filled with anxious foreboding, reeerto her,
and he determined to inquire of the Lord through this chosessenger to learn, if possible, whether by any medhi his
power he might save erring Judah, now on the verge of ruegiidvity of the situation and the respect in whiclhéle the
prophetess led him to choose as his messengers thehfirst men of the kingdom. “Go ye,” he bade themgtiire of the
Lord for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, coimegithe words of this book that is found: for great is thathvof the
Lord that is kindled against us, because our fathers haveeadkened unto the words of this book, to do accordimyalht
that which is written concerning us.” 2 Kings 22:13. Througitdah the Lord sent Josiah word that Jerusalem’s ruin could not
be averted. Even should the people now humble themseligre IBod, they could not escape their punishment. So ladg h
their senses been deadened by wrongdoing that, if judgmaitisiot come upon them, they would soon return to the sam
sinful course.Daughters of Godpage 44.

8. How do we know that Jeremiah was a singer and musician?Chronicles 35:25.

NOTE: The sorrow of the prophet over the utter pertyerdfithose who would have been the spiritual lighthef world, his
sorrow over the fate of Zion and of the people carrigdiw@to Babylon, is revealed in the lamentations [po#rascould be
sung] he has left on record as a memorial of the &ltyrning from the counsels of Jehovah to human wisdomid the ruin
wrought, Jeremiah could still declare, “It is of the Lardiercies that we are not consumed;” and his constargrprag, “Let
us search and try our ways, and turn again to the Loedientations 3:22, 40.

‘Thou shalt not take thee a wife’

9. How did God instruct the young prophet concerning hopesie may have had for marriage? Jeremiah 16:2. And
what promises does He give for today?
*  ‘When my father and my mother forsake me, then the D@RI take me up.” Psalm 27:10.
* ‘For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hostsiis irhme; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel;Qda
of the whole earth shall He be called.’ Isaiah 54:5.
e ‘Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she shoulthaet compassion on the son of her womb? Yea, they may
forget, yet will | not forget thee. Behold, | have grathee upon the palms of My hands.’ Isaiah 49:15, 16.
e ‘Lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the lidoAmen.” Matthew 28:20.
NOTE: ‘The lesson is for all time. We are to follokae Lamb of God whithersoever He goeth. His guidance lie tchosen,
His companionship valued above the companionship of eartéhdk. Christ says, “He that loveth father or mothere than
Me is not worthy of Me, and he that loveth son or daergimore than Me is not worthy of Me.” Matthew 10:3Clrist's Ob-
ject Lessongpage 223.

10. Whom did God provide for Jeremiah as a friend, confidantand scribe through all his experiences? Jeremiah
36:4-8, 14-19; Jeremiah 43:6, 7.
NOTE: ‘The labours of Barnabas in Antioch were richlgssed, and many were added to the number of beliewses ths
the work developed, Barnabas felt the need of suitabfeihebrder to advance in the opening providences of Godhand
went to Tarsus to seek for Paul, who, after his degaftam Jerusalem some time before, had been labouriftigaregions
of Syria and Cilicia,” proclaiming “the faith which aate destroyed.” Galatians 1:21, 23. Barnabas was sucdesfifiding
Paul and in persuading him to return with him as a companiaministry. In the populous city of Antioch, Paul foundea
cellent field of labour. His learning, wisdom, and zeakexta powerful influence over the inhabitants and frequentéhsio
city of culture; and he proved just the help that Barnabaded. For a year the two disciples laboured unitedlgitinfdl min-
istry, bringing to many a saving knowledge of Jesusadadxeth, the world’'s Redeemeicts of the Apostlepage 156.

‘Lest I die’

11. How does Jeremiah reveal his physical fear of sufferingnd imprisonment, and his human recoiling from derisio
and mocking even by those of his own city? Jeremiah 37:20; &miah 38:26; Lamentations 3:14; Jeremiah 20:7,
last part; Jeremiah 11:18-21.
NOTE: ‘Naturally of a timid and shrinking disposition, el@iah longed for the peace and quiet of a life of retirenvehere
he need not witness the continued impenitence of hisdxleation. His heart was wrung with anguish over thewought
by sin. The experiences through which Jeremiah passxa idays of his youth and also in the later years ®mtinistry,
taught him the lesson that “the way of man is notimsklf: it is not in man that walketh to direct hispsté He learned to
pray, “O Lord, correct me, but with judgment; not in Thameger, lest Thou bring me to nothing” (Jeremiah 10:23,\#en
called to drink of the cup of tribulation and sorrow, ane&wktempted in his misery to say, “My strength and my heper-
ished from the Lord,” he recalled the providences ol Go his behalf and triumphantly exclaimed, “It is of theed’s mer-
cies that we are not consumed, because His compassiongt. The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; teire will | hope
in Him.” Conflict & Courage page 237.

12. Although he was afraid of torture and imprisonment, how dd he show his courage when carrying out the Lord’s
duties? Jeremiah 26:8-16.

NOTE: ‘Had the prophet been intimidated by the threateritgde of those high in authority, his message woulcHzen

without effect, and he would have lost his life; but toarage with which he delivered the solemn warning comadiex the



respect of the people and turned the princes of Iandesifavour. They reasoned with the priests and falsghets, showing
them how unwise would be the extreme measures they addpaatetheir words produced a reaction in the minds of the peo-
ple. Thus God raised up defenders for His servBnbphets & Kingspage 418.

‘Those who are loyal to God’s law will not alwaysdithe way smooth. God has not promised His people examiptio
trials, but He has promised that which is far betterhls said: “As thy days, so shall thy strength By’ grace is sufficient

for thee; for My strength is made perfect in weakned$e God of all comfort, who comforteth us in all otibtilation.” “As

the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolatemaboundeth.” All who love and fear God will suffer gergion.

But Jesus will be near to sustain everyone who isttifor the truth’s sakeSigns of the Time&ecember 3 1885.

13. How did God assess the young men whom He chose as Hessengers? 2 Peter 1:21.

NOTE: ‘Prophecy has been fulfilling, line upon line. Tmere firmly we stand under the banner of the third Esmgeessage,
the more clearly shall we understand the prophecy ofdddor the Revelation is the supplement of Daniele Tiore fully
we accept the light presented by the Holy Spirit throdghcbnsecrated servants of God, the deeper and suneragibe
eternal throne, will appear the truths of ancient prophe&e shall be assured that men of God spake as theymared upon
by the Holy Ghost. Men must themselves be under tihgeimée of the Holy Spirit in order to understand the Sgpititter-

ances through the prophets. These messages were givéor, thaise that uttered the prophecies, but for us whdigng

amid the scenes of their fulfilmengelected Messages, boolpage 114.

Lesson 2 April 8-14
‘| ordained thee a prophet’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘For the prophecy came not in old time by the willnodin; but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Peter 1:21

STUDY HELP:Reflecting Christpage 207.

LESSON AIM: To study how Jeremiah became a prophéteof.ord.

Introduction

‘I have set thee for a tower and a fortress amongébple, that thou mayest know and try their way.’ idéaik 6:27.

‘Those who refuse to be hewed by the prophets, and failrify their souls in obeying the whole truth, and whe\ailling to
believe that their condition is far better than @lheis, will come up to the time of the falling of tipéagues, and then see that
they needed to be hewed and squared for the building. Butwiieb® no time then to do it and no Mediator to plé¢aeir
cause before the Father. Before this time the awkdlgmn declaration has gone forth, “He that is unjastiim be unjust
still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy dtiland he that is righteous, let him be righteous still he that is holy, let him
be holy still.” Early Writings,page 71.

‘I cannot speak’

1. How was Jeremiah chosen to be a prophet? Jeremiah 1:4, Soi@pare 2 Peter 1:21.

NOTE: ‘Before the entrance of sin, Adam enjoyed opemmunion with his Maker; but since man separated hirfresif
God by transgression, the human race has been cut ofttitetigh privilege. By the plan of redemption, howegeway has
been opened whereby the inhabitants of the earth nildyasté connection with heaven. God has communicatdd mén by
His Spirit, and divine light has been imparted to theldvby revelations to His chosen servants. “Holy me@ofl spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter 1:21ijt'Him Up, page 117.

2. What was the young Jeremiah'’s reaction? Jeremiah 1:6. Compaisaiah 6:1-5; Exodus 3:11; Exodus 4:10-11.
NOTE: ‘Among those who had hoped for a permanent spirfeialal as the result of the reformation under Josias
Jeremiah, called of God to the prophetic office whiilk atyouth, in the thirteenth year of Josiah’'s reignmémber of the
Levitical priesthood, Jeremiah had been trained froitdlcood for holy service. In those happy years of prdjmerde little
realised that he had been ordained from birth to bedphat unto the nations;” and when the divine call caraayds over-
whelmed with a sense of his unworthiness. “Ah, Lord Ghd!exclaimed, “behold, | cannot speak: for | am a childremiah
1:5, 6. In the youthful Jeremiah, God saw one who wouldugetb his trust and who would stand for the right agjaineat
opposition. In childhood he had proved faithful; and now ke t@ endure hardness, as a good soldier of the drosphets
& Kings, page 407.

‘My words in thy mouth’

3. How did God reassure Jeremiah that he would be able &peak for God? Jeremiah 1:9.

NOTE: ‘God said to Jeremiah, “Say not, | am a child:tfou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whe¢sdecommand
thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faagasl &m with thee to deliver thee.” Then the Lord fauth His hand and
touched His servant’s mouth, saying, “Behold, | have putadyds in thy mouth.” Jeremiah 1:7-9. And He bids us go fiarth
speak the words He gives us, feeling His holy touch uporis. Christ has given to the church a sacred chargeyEnem-
ber should be a channel through which God can commuriz#éite world the treasures of His grace, the unsebliehizhes



of Christ. There is nothing that the Saviour desires schnas agents who will represent to the world His Saird His char-
acter. There is nothing that the world needs so mutteasanifestation through humanity of the Saviour’s Ié&Jkheaven is
waiting for men and women through whom God can revegbdler of Christianity. The church is God’s agency fer fihoc-
lamation of truth, empowered by Him to do a special wdkkts of the Apostlepage 600.

4. What was the theme of God’s message to Judah through Jeremiahleremiah 3:12, 13.

NOTE: ‘He will look upon no trembling suppliant without riaig him up. He who through His own atonement provided for
man an infinite fund of moral power, will not fail ton@loy this power in our behalf. We may take our sins anas to His
feet; for He loves us. His every look and word invites @onfidence. He will shape and mould our characteirdiog to His
own will. In the whole Satanic force there is not poteovercome one soul who in simple trust casts hineselthrist. “He
giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no mtighincreaseth strength.” Isaiah 40:29. “If we confesssimsg, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleans&am all unrighteousness.” The Lord says, “Only ackndgéethine
iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the Lordstbd.” “Then will | sprinkle clean water upon you, andsyall be
clean; from all your filthiness and from all your id@ldl | cleanse you.” 1 John 1:9; Jeremiah 3:13; EzeR&P5.' Christ’s
Object Lessongpages 157-158.

‘Repent’

5. Which other prophets bore the same message? Ezekiel84Hosea 12:6; Joel 2:12-13; Zechariah 1:3-4.

NOTE: ‘The Lord seeks to save, not to destroy. He deighthe rescue of sinners. “As | live, saith the LGH, | have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked” (Ezekiel 33:11). Bynimgs and entreaties He calls the wayward to ceasetfreir evil-
doing and to turn to Him and live. He gives His chosenseregers a holy boldness, that those who hear may rieabea
brought to repentance. How firmly the man of God rebukedkitige [Jereboam]! And this firmness was essential;arother
way could the existing evils have been rebuked. The Lord Has/servant boldness, that an abiding impression might be
made on those who heard. The messengers of the Long\ageto fear the face of man, but are to stand whiligly for the
right. So long as they put their trust in God, they neaidfear; for He who gives them their commission gitleem also the
assurance of His protecting car€onflict & Courage page 202.

6. What was the message of John the Baptist, the greatest oéthrophets? Matthew 3:1-2.

NOTE: ‘In this age, just prior to the second coming of & the clouds of heaven, such a work as that of i3otorbe done.
God calls for men who will prepare a people to standhéngreat day of the Lord. As a people who believe in Chisson

coming, we have a message to bear, “Prepare to me@iod.” Our message must be as direct as was the medshgm. He
rebuked kings for their iniquity. Notwithstanding that hig hfias imperilled, he did not hesitate to declare Godislwand

our work in this age must be done as faithfully. In otdegive such a message as John gave, we must havetwakpixperi-
ence like his. The same work must be wrought in us. Wé batold God, and in beholding Him, lose sight of s€bnflict

& Courage,page 272.

‘Why will ye die?’

7. What is God’s purpose in all prophecy? 2 Chronicles 7:14,5, Proverbs 1:23.

NOTE: ‘God does not desire the destruction of any. “Aisd, saith the Lord God, | have no pleasure in theahdethe
wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Tyenturn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye dieEzekiel

33:11. Throughout the period of probationary time His SfEréntreating men to accept the gift of life. It is otllpse who
reject His pleading that will be left to perish. God daslared that sin must be destroyed as an evil ruinotetaniverse.
Those who cling to sin will perish in its destructioBhrist’'s Object Lessongage 123.

“Have | any pleasure at all that the wicked should digith the Lord God: and not that he should return fronwhigs, and
live?” “Cast away from you all your transgressionbgveby ye have transgressed; and make you a new hearnhamdspirit:
for why will ye die, O house of Israel? For | havepteasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord @bdrefore turn
yourselves, and live ye.” “Turn ye, turn ye from youil @ays; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?” Ezeki8:23, 31, 32;
33:11." Prophets & Kingspage 127.

8. What words of repentance did Jeremiah encourage the peopte bring to God? Jeremiah 3:22, last part-25. Com-
pare also Hosea 14:1-3.
NOTE: “O lIsrael, thou hast destroyed thyself; but ie M thine help.” “Return unto the Lord thy God; foothhast fallen by
thine iniquity. Take with you words, and turn to the Loy eanto Him, Take away all iniquity, and receive us gra¢yous .
I will heal their backsliding, | will love them freelfor Mine anger is turned away from him. | will be the dew unto Israel:
he shall grow as the lily, and cast forth his rootkelsanon... Who is wise, and he shall understand theggs? prudent, and
he shall know them? for the ways of the Lord are rightl the just shall walk in them: but the transgresstual fall therein.”
The Lord is infinitely merciful and gracious. He is viiadt for us to repent and turn to Him with humble coritasssaying,
We will take Thy way, O Lord; we will no longer walk the way of our own counsels. Have mercy on us andisaead
those who have erred in following a path not cast uphferransomed of the Lord. The time has come forehanciation of
all self-confidence. The time has come to follow ltloed’s way. He has given instruction for all who vbk guided by Him,
who have faith in His word, and courage to go forward. &dl$ upon those who have walked in paths of their dvaosing
to return to Him. “Seek ye the Lord while He may benfd, call ye upon Him while He is near: let the wickeddde his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him retumthe Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to oodl,Gor



He will abundantly pardonGeneral Conference Bulletiduly 1, 1900.

‘Be zealous therefore and repent’

9. How does the message to the Laodicean church make the saappeal? Revelation 3:19, 20.

NOTE: ‘The counsel of the true Witness does not rgmtethose who are lukewarm as in a hopeless case. iEhget a
chance to remedy their state, and the Laodicean meissidieof encouragement. It is the worthiness of €htliat must save
us, His blood that must cleanse us. But we have effortsake. We must do what we can, be zealous and repamthdieve
that God accepts usOur High Calling,page 351.

‘True confession is always of a specific characted acknowledges particular sins. They may be of such a nasure be
brought before God only; they may be wrongs that shoultbbfessed to individuals who have suffered injury thrahgim;
or they may be of a public character, and should thexs ipiblicly confessed. But all confession should bmitefind to the
point, acknowledging the very sins of which you aretguiSteps to Christpage 38.

10. As the everlasting gospel nears its close, what messag#ibe given to all the world? Revelation 14: 6, 7.

NOTE: ‘John beheld an angel flying through the midst of/Beawarning men of the final judgments of God. He proctaim

the position of those who heeded his warning, and who wadalpe the seven last plagues. He announced them as God's
people, and called attention to their peculiar characktgre is the patience of the saints: here are thdykdep the com-
mandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” The timé¢hffulfilment of this prophecy has come. We heargbund of this

very message calling the attention of men and woméhetdroken law of God, and demanding repentance and refeemn

view & Herald,January 31, 1888.

‘Be not dismayed at their faces’

11. What was Jeremiah told would be the result to himself if & did not speak the words of God? Jeremiah 1:17,last
part.
NOTE: ‘It was a great cross for me to relate to ¢iming what had been shown me concerning them. It caneegteat dis-
tress to see others troubled or grieved. And when abligeleclare the messages, | would often soften them admwnmake
them appear as favourable for the individual as | could,then would go by myself and weep in agony of spirit. | looked
upon those who seemed to have only their own soulgédag and thought if | were in their condition | wduiot murmur. It
was hard to relate the plain, cutting testimonies giveroi@od. | anxiously watched the result, and if the persepsoved
rose up against the reproof, and afterward opposed thettrafie queries would arise in my mind: Did | deliver thesage
just as | should? Could there not have been some wayedlsam? And then such distress pressed upon my soul the | of
felt that death would be a welcome messenger, and the graweet resting-place. | did not realise that lwdaithful in thus
questioning and doubting, and did not see the danger and sioho&scourse, until in vision | was taken into the preseof
Jesus. He looked upon me with a frown, and turned Hisffanmeme. It is not possible to describe the terror agahg | then
felt. | fell upon my face before Him, but had no poweutter a word. Oh, how | longed to be covered and hid fronditiesid-
ful frown! Then could | realise, in some degree, whatféledings of the lost will be when they cry to theuntains and rocks,
“Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that $itimt the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.” dkation 6:16.
Presently an angel bade me rise, and the sight that meyesycan hardly be described. Before me was a comgarsevhair
and garments were torn, and whose countenances wererthpieture of despair and horror. They came close toame
rubbed their garments upon mine. As | looked at my gasnésaw that they were stained with blood. Againlllliiee one
dead, at the feet of my accompanying angel. | could natipi@e excuse, and longed to be away from that holy.plaee
angel raised me to my feet, and said: “This is not yase now, but this scene has passed before you toulétngev what
your situation must be if you neglect to declare to atherat the Lord has revealed to you. But if you are falitlof the end,
you shall eat of the tree of life, and shall drinkha# river of the water of life Testimonies, volume fiages 73-74.

12. What promise did God give twice to the youthful and tind Jeremiah? Jeremiah 1:8, 17, first part.

NOTE: ‘He [Noah] dared not suppress the words of Godefar of men, or withhold his message in dread of theeguences
that might result because of the opposition and hateeokitked and unbelieving about him. He knew the power of Gall, a
realised that God would fulfil His wordSigns of the Timeg\pril 18, 1895.

‘Those who are to prepare the way for the secondrapfi Christ are represented by faithful Elijah, as Jdime in the spirit
of Elijah to prepare the way for Christ's first advéntthis time of well-nigh universal apostasy, God cafj®n His messen-
gers to proclaim His law in the spirit and power of Elids John the Baptist, in preparing a people for Christs advent,
called their attention to the Ten Commandments, sorevéagive, with no uncertain sound, the message: “Gedr and give
glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come.” Wihe earnestness that characterised Elijah thénpt@nd John the
Baptist, we are to strive to prepare the way for €erisecond advent. The hour of God’s judgment has come, andhgo
members of His church on earth rests the solemn refijility of giving warning to those who are standing tasére on the
very brink of eternal ruin. All can do something in thierk. None will be pronounced guiltless before God unlesg have
worked earnestly and unselfishly for the salvationoofs’ The Faith | Live Bypage 290.

Lesson 3: April 15-21



‘He is the living God’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘Thus saith the Lord the maker ther¢io§ Lord that formed it to establish it; the Lord is Hame. Call
unto Me and | will answer thee, and show thee greatraghty things which thou knewest not.’ Jeremiah 33:2, 3.
STUDY HELP: Christ Triumphantpage 15.

LESSON AIM: To show the mighty power and pleading lovéhefliving Creator God, contrasted with the futilitytbé wor-
ship of idols.

Introduction

‘Living power must attend the message of Christ's seapptaring. We must not rest until we see many soulsec@uvto
the blessed hope of the Lord’s return. In the days ciplosties the message that they bore wrought a real wankyg souls
from idols to serve the living God. The work to be dortayois just as real, and the truth is just as much trally;vee are to
give the message with as much more earnestness egntlireg of the Lord is nearer. The message for this tnpositive,
simple, and of the deepest importance. We must act likeamé women who believe it. Waiting, watching, workingyprg,
warning the world, this is our workEvangelismpage 219.

‘All heaven is astir, engaged in preparing for the dagofl’'s vengeance, the day of Zion’s deliverance. The tfrtarrying
is almost ended. The pilgrims and strangers who havengddeen seeking a better country are almost homd.ddseel must
cry aloud, Homeward bound! Rapidly we are nearing the winen Christ will come to gather His redeemed to HinisBié-
view and HeraldNovember 13, 1913.

‘Will ye not tremble at My presence?’

1. How fully had Judah backslidden from the Lord? Jeremiah 5:3,19. Jeremiah 6:16, 17; Jeremiah 7:28; Jeremiah
2:11, 12.

NOTE: “Obey My voice, and | will be your God, and ye klme My people: and walk ye in all the ways that Vé&&om-
manded you, that it may be well unto you.” Shamelesslyaepebtedly had this covenant been broken. The chosen hatio
“walked in the counsels and in the imagination of tleeit heart, and went backward, and not forward.” Jererii23, 24.
“Why,” the Lord inquired, “is this people of Jerusalenddén back by a perpetual backsliding?” Jeremiah 8:5elfatiguage
of the prophet it was because they had obeyed not tbe gbthe Lord their God and had refused to be correctedtiTs
perished,” he mourned, “and is cut off from their mdutRrophets & Kingspage 414.

2. To what did the living God point to establish His authoity with Judah? Jeremiah 5:20-22; Jeremiah 27:5;
Jeremiah 10:11-13.

NOTE: ‘Our Creator and our Commander, infinite in powertible in judgment, seeks by every means to bring tneee

and repent of their sins. By the mouth of His servilgpredicts the dangers of disobedience; He sounds thefnetening

and faithfully reproves sin. His people are kept in pragpenly by His mercy, through the vigilant watchcarechbsen in-

strumentalities. He cannot uphold and guard a people what Hig counsel and despise His reproofs. For a time Bg m

withhold His retributive judgments; yet He cannot alwagy stis hand.Conflict & Courage page 238.

‘The Lord is the true God'’

3. By contrast how did God describe the sins of idolatry ash superstition among His people? Jeremiah 10:1-6, 8-9,
14-15.

NOTE: ‘The sad thing in our churches today, is that Jesusisrepresented in the character of those who prodebe His
followers. Many claim to believe in and love Jesus,levitfiey do neither. They advocate the law of God, butransgressors
of its precepts. The first four commandments require suptewe to God. Parents, children, wife, husband, holeseds or
any other earthly treasure, whether of friends opgrty, are not to be loved selfishly, and thus becomel@rto divert the
mind, the time, the service, from God. He that lowed serves mammon cannot love and serve God supréfttedy friends
and relations are loved with inordinate affection, theg taking the place in the heart where God shouldY. therefore,
beloved, seeing ye know these things before, bewaredesisy, being led away with the error of the wicked,ffam your
own steadfastness.” “Love not the world, neither thegshithat are in the world. If any man love the wotlhe, love of the
Father is not in him.” “Know ye not that the friendsiof the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefailebe a friend
of the world is the enemy of God.” Here idolatry is phairevealed, as existing in those who claim to worshqua.GThe
Home MissionaryDecember 1 1894.

4. Towhom was Jeremiah to point the people of Judah? Jereah 10:10, first part.

NOTE: The Lord has been pleased to give His peopléhittedngel’'s message as a testing message to bear torlde imhn

beholds a people distinct and separate from the world efuse to worship the beast or his image, who bear Gigl's

keeping holy His Sabbath, the seventh-day, to be keptdsoymemorial of the living God, the Creator of leeaand earth.
Of them the apostle writes, “Here are they that kkegcommandments of God, and the faith of Jedbxsahgelismpage 233.

‘Then will | utterly destroy’



5. Besides the power to create what other divine prerogat belongs to the Creator of all things? Jeremiah 10:10,
last part.

NOTE: ‘The wrath of God is not declared against unrepersianiers merely because of the sins they have comminted,

because, when called to repent, they choose to cortinsistance, repeating the sins of the past in defiahthe light

given them. If the Jewish leaders had submitted to dheicting power of the Holy Spirit, they would have beendpaed,;

but they were determined not to yield. In the same Wy sinner, by continued resistance, places himself vtheréloly

Spirit cannot influence himActs of the Apostlepage 62.

6. What will also perish in the punishments of the livingGod? Jeremiah 10:11, 15. Compare Exodus 12:12.

NOTE: ‘By causing men to violate the second commandnSatgn aimed to degrade their conceptions of the DR@ieg.
By setting aside the fourth, he would cause them to forgdtaiogether. God’s claim to reverence and worshipyalhe
gods of the heathen, is based upon the fact that He Gréator, and that to Him all other beings owe thgistence. Thus it
is presented in the Bible. Says the prophet Jeretfiile: Lord is the true God, He is the living God, and @rlasting King. .
. . The gods that have not made the heavens and theezariithey shall perish from the earth, and from undesetihheavens.
He hath made the earth by His power, He hath establiskegdrid by His wisdom, and hath stretched out the hedwehiss
discretion.” “Every man is brutish in his knowledge: gvimunder is confounded by the graven image: for his mattage is
falsehood, and there is no breath in them. They améy and the work of errors: in the time of thasitation they shall per-
ish. The portion of Jacob is not like them: for Hehis former of all things.” Jeremiah 10:10-12, 14-16. The Shbbha a me-
morial of God’s creative power, points to Him as th&enaf the heavens and the earth. Hence it is a congitar@ss to His
existence and a reminder of His greatness, His wisdomHsnidve. Had the Sabbath always been sacredly obsdhese,
could never have been an atheist or an idoléRatriarchs & Prophetspage 336.

‘The word of His power’

7. What divine attributes are revealed in the creation othe heavens and the earth? Jeremiah 10:12

NOTE: ‘But the Lord is the true God, He is the living Gadd an everlasting King: at His wrath the earth shadhble, and
the nations shall not be able to abide His indignatibrusTshall ye say unto them, The gods that have not rhadesavens
and the earth, even they shall perish from the eanith,from under these heavens. He hath made the ganis power, He
hath established the world by His wisdom, and hath k&gdtout the heavens by His discretion. When He utterstiidice,
there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, andadseth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the eftmaketh
lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out oS Hieasures. Every man is brutish in his knowledgeyyeeeinder is
confounded by his graven image; for his molten imagelseti@aod, and there is no breath in them. They ardyyamd the
work of errors: in the time of their visitation thelgall perish. The portion of Jacob is not like themhfeiis the former of all
things; and Israel is the rod of his inheritance: Thellof hosts is his name.” [Jeremiah 10:1, 2, 10-16.] “Haith the Lord;
cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh fleahrhjsind whose heart departeth from the Lord. FohakIse like
the heath in the desert, and shall not see when gooetlepbut shall inhabit the parched places in the wikksnin a salt land
and not inhabited.”Christian Educationpage 103.

8. How do the things of nature testify to the power of kit Word? Jeremiah 10:13.

NOTE: ‘In the study of the Bible the student should be teslee the power of God’s word. In the creation, “He spake,it

was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.” He “calfetbetthings which be not as though they were” (Psalm B8r@ans
4:17); for when He calls them, they are. How often thelse trusted the word of God, though in themselves utteslyless,
have withstood the power of the whole world, Enoch, juteeart, holy in life, holding fast his faith in theutmiph of right-

eousness against a corrupt and scoffing generation; Noahissthdusehold against the men of his time, men ofthatest
physical and mental strength and the most debasedr@anthe children of Israel at the Red Sea, a hedplerrified multi-
tude of slaves, against the mightiest army of the mighteson on the globe; David, a shepherd lad, having $aamise of
the throne, against Saul, the established monarchpbérdlding fast his power; Shadrach and his companiatieifire, and
Nebuchadnezzar on the throne; Daniel among the liosgn@mies in the high places of the kingdom; Jesus ardbhg, and
the Jewish priests and rulers forcing even the Ragoaarnor to work their will; Paul in chains led to anxanal’s death, Nero
the despot of a world empird=ducation,page 254.

‘Where is Mine honour?”’

9. By contrast what does God say about the foolishness oftimanufactured gods that Judah had raised up for them-
selves? Jeremiah 10:14, Jeremiah 7:17-19. Isaiah 44:13-20.
NOTE: “Thou shalt have no other gods before Me” (Exodu8Y0t is not alone in denying the existence of Godchdoaw-
ing down to idols of wood and stone that this first commaemtt is broken. By many who profess to be followerShufist, its
principles are infringed, but the Lord of heaven does dat@vledge those as His children who are cherishinlgein hearts
anything that takes the place which God alone should Wl many the gratification of appetite holds swafkjle with oth-
ers dress and love of the world are given the first gla¢ke heart. God has given us many things in thisufilen which to
bestow our affections, but when we carry to excesswhath in itself is lawful we become idolaters. Aniytg that separates
our affections from God and lessens our interest ima&tehings is an idol. Those who use the precious timengihem by
God, time that has been purchased at an infinite cosmbellishing their homes for display, in following tfashions and
customs of the world, are not only robbing their own sadilspiritual food, but are failing to give God His due. Time thus
spent in the gratification of selfish desires migheb#loyed in obtaining a knowledge of the Word of God, in aititrg our



talents, that we might render intelligent service to@reator. God will not share a divided heart. If the d@dsorbs our at-
tention, He cannot reign supreme. If this diminisha@sdevotion for God, it is idolatry in His eyeShat | May Know Him,
page 322.

10. With what poignant words does God express the hurt, anthe disappointment He feels through Judah’s rejection

of His love? Jeremiah 2:5; Jeremiah 2:19, 20.
NOTE: ‘God requires that we confess our sins and humblbeants before Him; but at the same time we should baw-
dence in Him as a tender Father, who will not forghkse who put their trust in Him. Many of us walk by sighd aot by
faith. We believe the things that are seen but do nakajge the precious promises given us in God’'s Wordyanhdie can-
not dishonour God more decidedly than by showing that weudisvhat He says and question whether the Lord is imesfr
with us or is deceiving us. God does not give us up becausar cgfins. We may make mistakes and grieve His Spirit, but
when we repent and come to Him with contrite heareswil not turn us away. There are hindrances toeloeoved. Wrong
feelings have been cherished, and there have been mifdsuficiency, impatience, and murmurings. All thesparate us
from God. Sins must be confessed; there must be a deegeof grace in the heartCounsels for the Churcipage 47.

‘So shall ye prosper’

11. How did David respond when confronted by the prophet ithan concerning his sin with Uriah and Bathsheba?
Psalm 51:1-4, first part. Contrast Jeremiah 25:3-4.

NOTE: ‘Thus in a sacred song to be sung in the publiardsses of his people, in the presence of the courgsfgiand

judges, princes and men of war, and which would preserve tatdst generation the knowledge of his fall, the kingscddl

recounted his sin, his repentance, and his hope of pardamgthtibe mercy of God. Instead of endeavouring to conceal his

guilt he desired that others might be instructed by théhisaory of his fall. David’'s repentance was sincere deep. There

was no effort to palliate his crime. No desire tcapscthe judgments threatened, inspired his prayer. But htheasmormity

of his transgression against God; he saw the defilewfehis soul; he loathed his sin. It was not for pardaty that he

prayed, but for purity of heart. David did not in despair giver the struggle. In the promises of God to repentantrsiree

saw the evidence of his pardon and acceptaRedriarchs & Prophetspage 725.

12. Today how does God show that heeding the prophets andmembering that He is our Creator are still the issues
that lead to life eternal? 2 Chronicles 20:20; Exodus 20:8-11;cElesiastes 12:1; Revelation 14:7.
NOTE: ‘The light of prophecy still burns for the guidanof souls, saying, “This is the way, walk ye in it.sltines on the
pathway of the just to commend, and on the way of thesuto lead to repentance and conversion. Through it<agamwill
be rebuked and iniquity unmasked. It is progressive in tiferpgance of its duty to reflect light on the past, thespnt, and
the future. If those who have received the light wilbraggiate and respect the testimonies of the Lord, thiégee the reli-
gious life in a new light. They will be convicted. Theill\wee the key that unlocks the mysteries that treaemever under-
stood. They will lay hold of the precious things that Goddiasn them to profit withal and will be translated frdme king-
dom of darkness into God’s marvellous light. Those whpideghe warning will be left in blindness to becoraé-deceived.
But those who heed it, and zealously go about the work ofaepmatheir sins from them in order to have the ndegtaces,
will be opening the door of their hearts that the dgariour may come in and dwell with them. He [God] haslenprovision
that all may be holy and happy if they choose. Sufficlight has been given to this generation, that we keasn what our
duties and privileges are and enjoy the precious and sdteths in their simplicity and power. We are accoulgainly for
the light that shines upon us. The commandments of God atestimony of Jesus are testing us. If we are faithfdl @be-
dient, God will delight in us, and bless us as His own chgseculiar people. When perfect faith and perfect love andi-obe
ence abound, working in the hearts of those who arestGhfollowers, they will have a powerful influencély Life Today,
page 42.

Lesson 4: April 22-28
‘Cry in the ears of Jerusalem’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘Take heed, brethren, lest there benip af you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing frore tlving
God.” Hebrews 3:12.

STUDY HELP: Testimonies, volume pages 454-456.

LESSON AIM: To show the danger in rejecting the Worchef tord to us today.

Introduction

The Lord God is a jealous God; yet He bears long wihsths and transgressions of His people in this geaerdtithe peo-

ple of God had walked in His counsel, the work of God woalkhadvanced, the messages of truth would have been borne to
all people that dwell on the face of the whole earth. But because the people are disobedient, unthankful,yirdsolvere
ancient Israel, time is prolonged that all may hearakerhessage of mercy proclaimed with a loud voice. The'd work has

been hindered, the sealing time delayed. Many have aotl ltlee truth. But the Lord will give them a chancédar and be
converted. What are you doing in the great work of premgratirhose who are uniting with the world are receivimg t



worldly mould and preparing for the mark of the beast. &haso are distrustful of self, who are humbling thelves before
God and purifying their souls by obeying the truth, theseeceiving the heavenly mould and preparing for thieod€zod in
their foreheads. When the decree goes forth and thep s&aimpressed, their character will remain pure grodless for eter-
nity. Now is the time to prepare. The seal of God wélver be placed upon the forehead of an impure man or rvdaill
never be placed upon the forehead of the ambitious, saildg man or woman. It will never be placed upon thretiead of
men or women of false tongues or deceitful hearts. Ath weceive the seal must be without spot before Gadlidates for
heaven. Every individual soul, if he would receive the sé#he living God, must hear the Word of the Lord, andtdeith
exactitude. There must be no such thing as haphazardmeifginen would have a place in the family of God. Novthis
time, while the four angels are holding the four windsnéde our calling and election sur€he Faith | Live Bypage 288.

‘I will betroth thee unto me’

1. How does God remember his relationship with His pedp when he first took them for His own? Jeremiah 2:1-2.
NOTE: ‘In the Bible the sacred and enduring charaafténe relation that exists between Christ and His dhis represented
by the union of marriage. The Lord has joined His peapldimself by a solemn covenant, He promising to be Bett, and
they pledging themselves to be His, and His alone. Heudesgl“l will betroth thee unto me forever; yea,ill Wetroth thee
unto Me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in loving-léssinand in mercies.” [Hosea 2:19.] And again, “I am iegrr
unto you.” [Jeremiah 3:14.] And Paul employs the same figutiee New Testament, when he says, “| have espoymeto
one husband, that | may present you as a chaste virgihrist.C[2 Corinthians 11:2.] The unfaithfulness of theurh to
Christ in permitting her confidence and affection tolreed from Him, and allowing the love of worldly thingsotzupy the
soul, is likened to the violation of the marriage volwe®in of Israel in departing from the Lord is presentetkuthis figure;
and the wonderful love of God which they thus despisediishingly portrayed. “I sware unto thee, and enteredantove-
nant with thee, saith the Lord God, and thou becamest.MiAnd thou wast exceeding beautiful, and thou didst prosper
a kingdom. And thy renown went forth among the heathethfobeauty; for it was perfect through My comeliness,civhi
had put upon thee. . . . But thou didst trust in thine ovautye and playedst the harlot because of thy renown. & Asfe
treacherously departeth from her husband, so have yetdEstherously with me, O house of Israel, saith thell’ “as a
wife that committeth adultery, which taketh strangersmdtof her husband.” [Ezekiel 16:8, 13-15, 32; Jeremi2h[3Great
Controversypage 381.

2. Which image does God take from nature to describe theeting up of the chosen nation? Jeremiah 2:21, first part.
NOTE: ‘Shall the vines of Sodom and Gomorrah be péethiio grow in the garden of the Lord? Will the terrijpldgments
of God be visited upon those who know the truth because theyrot formed characters after the divine example?®dd
be obliged to say of His people today, as He said of Islidehd planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right séwxv then art
thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange ving@isLeubdue self. Let us overcome every evil trait ofastiar. Then
the graces of the Lord will once more grow on theeofiourishing vine, which will no longer bear the graypé Sodom and
the clusters of GomorrahManuscript Releases, volumepage 359.

‘The founder melteth in vain’

3. How does God describe what they had turned into? Jemdah 2:21, last part; Jeremiah 3:20.

NOTE: ‘There has been a departure from God among usharmalous work of repentance and return to our fivet lessen-
tial to restoration to God and regeneration of heastnuoh yet been done. Infidelity has been makingnitsads into our ranks;
for it is the fashion to depart from Christ, and givecpléo scepticism. With many the cry of the heart has b&Ve will not
have this man to reign over us.” Baal, Baal, is thecehd he religion of many among us will be the religodrapostate Israel,
because they love their own way, and forsake the wthedford. The true religion, the only religion of thiblB, that teaches
forgiveness only through the merits of a crucified anenriSaviour, that advocates righteousness by the faithedbon of
God, has been slighted, spoken against, ridiculed, and kjéichas been denounced as leading to enthusiasm andifmnatic
But it is the life of Jesus Christ in the soul; it ig thctive principle of love imparted by the Holy Spiriattalone will make
the soul fruitful unto good works. Through Jeremiah the wottie@l ord to His people was: “Return, thou backslidimgdk .
... and | will not cause Mine anger to fall upon you: lfam merciful, saith the Lord, and | will not keep angeever. Only
acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgresgathst the Lord thy God. . . . Turn, O backsliding cleifdrsaith the
Lord; for I am married unto you.” “Thou shalt call MeyMather; and shalt not turn away from Me.” “Retura backsliding
children, and | will heal your backslidings.” Jeremiah2314, 19, 22.Prophets & Kingspage 410.

4. When the surrounding nations saw their rejection by God,how would men describe the rebellious house?
Jeremiah 6:28-30.

NOTE: ‘As a wise master builder, Jeremiah at the w&ginning of his lifework sought to encourage the men of Jtalkty

the foundations of their spiritual life broad and deep, laking thorough work of repentance. Long had they been building

with material likened by the apostle Paul to wood, hay,saumgble, and by Jeremiah himself to dross. “Refuse sivalt men

call them,” he declared of the impenitent nation, “iisesthe Lord hath rejected them.” Jeremiah 6:30, margiv.thiey were

urged to begin building wisely and for eternity, castisgl@ the rubbish of apostasy and unbelief, and usinguasldtion

material the pure gold, the refined silver, the pregistones, faith and obedience and good works, which aterscceptable

in the sight of a holy GodProphets & Kingspage 409.

‘If thou wilt return’



5.  With what words did God plead with them to repent? Jereniah 7:3-6, 8-9.

NOTE: “Hear the word of the Lord, all ye of Judah, thateerih at these gates to worship the Lord. Thus saitt.ahe of
hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and your doargs,| will cause you to dwell in this place. Trust ye indlying
words, saying, The temple of the Lord, The temple efltbrd, The temple of the Lord, are these. For ifrhyoughly amend
your ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly execute judgmentelest a man and his neighbour; if ye oppress not the
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed naténhblood in this place, neither walk after other godgoto hurt:
then will | cause you to dwell in this place, in thedahat | gave to your fathers, forever and ever.” Jereifi2zd. The un-
willingness of the Lord to chastise is here vividhown. He stays His judgments that He may plead withrttpemitent. He
who exercises “loving-kindness, judgment, and righteousiteise earth” yearns over His erring children; inrgweay pos-
sible He seeks to teach them the way of life evenigstleremiah 9:24. He had brought the Israelites out afdgenthat they
might serve Him, the only true and living God. Thougtythad wandered long in idolatry and had slighted His inge, yet
He now declares His willingness to defer chastiserardtgrant yet another opportunity for repentance. He nzkes the
fact that only by the most thorough heart reformationld the impending doom be averted. In vain would be the ttiagt
might place in the temple and its services. Rites aretfraenies could not atone for sin. Notwithstanding thleincto be the
chosen people of God, reformation of heart and of fagfactice alone could save them from the inevitadselt of contin-
ued transgressionProphets & Kingspage 413.

6. What promise was given to them if they chose to turn to @l in heart and life once again? Jeremiah 7:3, 7;
Jeremiah 4:1.

NOTE: ‘But Jeremiah stood boldly before the princes twedpeople, declaring: “The Lord sent me to prophesynagéiis

house and against this city all the words that ye hasedh&herefore now amend your ways and your doings, aeyltble

voice of the Lord your God; and the Lord will repent Himtloé evil that He hath pronounced against yoRrophets &

Kings, page 417.

‘We will not walk therein’

7. What message did Jeremiah the prophet bring to Judah from G¥¥ Jeremiah 6:16-17.

NOTE: “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the saliof the ungodly. . . . But his delight is in the lavited Lord; and in
his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall balikee planted by the rivers of water, that bringetthfbig fruit in
his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and sdeater he doeth shall prosper.” [Psalm 1:1-3.] ¢inly as the law of God is
restored to its rightful position that there can be avakwf primitive faith and godliness among his profelspeople. “Thus
saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and agkefold paths, where is the good way, and walk theaeid ye shall
find rest for your souls.” [Jeremiah 6:163reat Controversypage 478.

8. How blatant was their negative response to God? Jeremiaghl6-17.

NOTE: ‘A sin-hating God calls upon those who claim to kbeplaw to depart from all iniquity. A neglect to repentdao
render willing obedience will bring upon men and women yt@daserious consequences as came upon ancient Israve.i
a limit beyond which the judgments of Jehovah can no lobgelelayed. The desolation of Jerusalem in the dajasremiah
is a solemn warning to modern Israel, that the couaselsadmonitions given them through chosen instrumeasatiannot be
disregarded with impunityProphets & Kingspage 416.

‘Daily rising up early’

9. How did God describe his consistent pleading with Jugh? Jeremiah 7:25.

NOTE: ‘Why did God send them so many messages and warrBegsise He knew that the enemy was wide awake, and
active in his efforts to deceive men, and to lead themaydrom the law of God into his deceptions. Satan sgeks to cause
men to swerve from their obedience to Gddanuscript Releases, volumephge 108.

10. How did God’s people respond to the prophetic messgers? Jeremiah 7:26 Jeremiah 8:5-7.

NOTE: ‘Israel’'s experience from the days of the Exodus wvéefly reviewed. God’s covenant with them had bé&hey My
voice, and | will be your God, and ye shall be My peoptet walk ye in all the ways that | have commanded yaat,ithmay
be well unto you.” Shamelessly and repeatedly hadcthisnant been broken. The chosen nation had “walked tothresels
and in the imagination of their evil heart, and weatkward, and not forward.” Jeremiah 7:23, 24. “Why,” lthed inquired,
“is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetual lxdiogs” Jeremiah 8:5. In the language of the prophet it was b
cause they had obeyed not the voice of the Lord thait &hd had refused to be corrected. See Jeremiah 5:3. 13 nodn-
ished,” he mourned, “and is cut off from their mouth.’h&Tstork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times;rentlttle
and the crane and the swallow observe the time of theiing; but My people know not the judgment of the Lor&hall |
not visit them for these things? saith the Lord: shatl My soul be avenged on such a nation as this?inine7:28; 8:7;
Jeremiah 9:9.Prophets & Kingspage 414.

‘Run ye to and fro through the streets’

11. For how many would God have turned back their captivity? Jeemiah 5:1.
NOTE: ‘We are told that Abraham drew near and said: t'tkibu also destroy the righteous with the wicked?” \&/Abra-



ham had a true sense of humility that every child of Gedlshpossess, yet he had an intense interest in thedfailmers.

He is represented as drawing near. He steps clobede heavenly messengers and pleads with them as a ohitdl plead

with its parents. He remembers that Lot has madedmehn Sodom and that Lot has connections all through Sogamar-

riage. Therefore Abraham commences at fifty, and tirel tells him that He will spare it for fifty; then ly@es down to ten,
and the Lord tells him that He will spare it for terékes. He does not make any further appeal, but he doesHaipkere will

be found ten righteous [persons] in Sodom. But when thdsaogme to Sodom, they could not find even five rightemes

in that splendid city.” The LORD looked down from heaven ugmenchildren of men, to see if there were any thatudider-

stand, and seek God. They are all gone aside, theyl &mgeaiher become filthy: there is none that doethdgom, not one.
Psalm 14:2, 3.Christ Triumphantpage 75.

12. How did Jeremiah express his sorrow that there was naine in the city of Jerusalem that would turn to God and
avert the coming captivity? Jeremiah 8:20-9:2.
NOTE: ‘Let church members bear in mind that the faat their names are registered on the church booksetisave them.
They must show themselves approved of God, workmen thatnoedd ashamed. Day by day they are to build their charac
ters in accordance with Christ’s directions. Theytarabide in Him, constantly exercising faith in Him. Thiasy will grow
up to the full stature of men and women in Christ, wémiee, cheerful, grateful Christians, led by God into efeand still
clearer light. If this is not their experience, thvail be among those whose voices will one day be daiisehe bitter lamenta-
tion: “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and my souitisaved! Why did | not flee to the Stronghold fefuge?
Why have | trifled with my soul's salvation, and donepitego the Spirit of graceounsels for the Churchage 67.
‘Peter kept alive in his heart the hope of Christ's retand he assured the church of the certain fulfilmétite Saviour's
promise, “If | go and prepare a place for you, | wilhmagain, and receive you unto Myself.” John 14:3. Torthd &ind
faithful ones the coming might seem long delayed, buapustle assured them: “The Lord is not slack concerniagtdm-
ise, as some men count slackness; but is long-sugfesimsward, not willing that any should perish, but thastatluld come
to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come asef th the night; in the which the heavens shallspasay with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent hthatearth also and the works that are therein shdlubeed up. Seeing
then that all these things shall be dissolved, what eraohpersons ought ye to be in all holy conversation goaliness,
looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of Gdukrein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolvediftanele-
ments shall melt with fervent heat? Neverthelessawegrding to His promise, look for new heavens andiweaagth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing thimblefor such things, be diligent that ye may be found iof i
peace, without spot, and blameless. And account thabnigesuffering of our Lord is salvation.Acts of the Apostlepage
536.

Lesson 5: April 29-May 5
‘Watchmen on the walls of Zion’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers ofgsleres more than lovers of God; having a form of godiines
but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.’ 10tlm 3:4-5.

STUDY HELP:Great Controversypages 375-390.

LESSON AIM: To discern and understand the parallels twedah, the Lord’s chosen people, and the danger in which
stand today.

Introduction

‘But by the great mass of the people the call to repeatand reformation was unheeded. Since the death of good®Sizdn,
those who ruled the nation had been proving untrue tottlusi and had been leading many astray. Jehoahaz, depased by
interference of the king of Egypt, had been followed by idddra, an older son of Josiah. From the beginning of 2édmais
reign, Jeremiah had little hope of saving his beloved lamd &estruction and the people from captivity. Yet he waer-
mitted to remain silent while utter ruin threatenedkimgdom. Those who had remained loyal to God must be esgedito
persevere in right-doing, and sinners must, if possibl@deed to turn from iniquity. The crisis demanded a public and f
reaching effort. Jeremiah was commanded by the Loragtmlsh the court of the temple and speak to all the pexdpladah
who might pass in and out. From the messages giverh@imust diminish not a word, that sinners in Zion mighehée
fullest possible opportunity to hearken and to turn fronr #hal ways. The prophet obeyed; he stood in the ghtee Lord's
house and there lifted his voice in warning and entretophets & Kingspage 412.

‘Rising early and speaking’

1. During Judah’s last forty in the Promised Land, how did God communicate with His people? Jeremiah 7:25. 2
Chronicles 36:14-16

NOTE: ‘The Lord, in His great mercy, does not bring judgtaeipon the earth without giving warning to its inhabitagts b

the mouth of His servants. Says the prophet Amos, I\stlre Lord God will do nothing, but He revealeth Hisrs¢ unto His

servants the prophets.” [Amos 3:7.] The Lord gave Jetemimessage of reproof to bear to His people, charging thigam w

the continual rejection of God’s counsel: “I have spoleto you, rising early and speaking; but ye hearkenedntotMe. |



have sent also unto you all My servants the prophsisgrup early and sending them, saying, Return ye nory evaen from
his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after gibaés to serve them, and ye shall dwell in the land whithve
given to you and to your fathers.” God pleaded with thentmptovoke Him to anger with the work of their hands dusk t
hearts, “but they hearkened notTéstimonies, volume page 164.

2. Which prophets are known by name? 2 Chronicles 36:11.12; Jareéah 26:20

NOTE: ‘We must cherish and cultivate the faith of whzrophets and apostles have testified, the faith dlyathold on the
promises of God and waits for deliverance in His appoitibeel and way. The sure word of prophecy will meefiital ful-
filment in the glorious advent of our Lord and Saviour J&3usst, as King of kings and Lord of lords. With the preipivho
endeavoured to encourage Judah in a time of unparalleledsypdst us confidently declare, “The Lord is in Higyttemple:
let all the earth keep silence before Him.” Let usréwald in remembrance the cheering message, “Thervisi yet for an
appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and ecthibugh it tarry, wait for it; because it will slyeome.” Conflict &
Courage page 242.

‘For reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous ness’

3. How did God describe the purpose of the prophets #t He sent to them? Jeremiah 6:17; Jeremiah 6:27, 29.
NOTE: ‘The true workers of Jesus Christ are to co-openéth their brethren who have had an experience invtitk from
the very rise of the third angel’'s message. These follmmestep by step, receiving light and truth as they advabesading
one test after another, lifting the cross that lagatly in their pathway, and pressing on to know thedlathose goings forth
are prepared as the morning. You and other of our brethust accept the truth as God has given it to His studéptoph-
ecy, as they have been led by genuine, living experiade@ncing point by point, tested, proved, and tried, urditrilith is to
them a reality. From their voices and pens the frutbright, warm rays has gone to all parts of the waidj that which was
to them testing truth, as brought by the Lord’s delegatedangsrs, is testing truth to all to whom this messageoclaimed.
The burden of the warning now to come to the people of Gigh, and afar off, is the third angel's message. And tibse
are seeking to understand this message will not be |dgeblyord to make an application of the Word that willermine the
foundation and remove the pillars of the faith thathasle Seventh-day Adventists what they are today. Titfestthat have
been unfolding in their order, as we have advanced alantyjnte of prophecy revealed in the Word of God, are tasbred,
eternal truth today. Those who passed over the groupdgtstep in the past history of our experience, seeimghhin of
truth in the prophecies, were prepared to accept and obeyrayeof light. They were praying, fasting, searching, aigdgor
the truth as for hidden treasures, and the Holy Smpigtknow, was teaching and guiding us. Many theories werenegda
bearing a semblance of truth, but so mingled with miginééed and misapplied scriptures, that they led to dangerows.
Very well do we know how every point of truth was eBtlied, and the seal set upon it by the Holy Spirit ai.Gad all the
time voices were heard, “Here is the truth,” “I hale truth; follow me.” But the warnings came, “Go netafter them. |
have not sent them, but they ran.” (See Jeremiah 23S¥dctted Messages, boolpages 102-103.

4. For what further divine purpose does God send prophs to His people? Jeremiah 6:8; Jeremiah 5:3

NOTE: ‘We call upon you to take your stand on the Loritle,sand act your part as a loyal subject of the kingdom. Agkno
edge the gift that has been placed in the church for thargqredof God’'s people in the closing days of earth’s hyistenom
the beginning the church of God has had the gift of propindegr midst as a living voice to counsel, admonish, asiluct.’
Selected Messages, boolp8ge 83.

‘For half a century | have been the Lord’s messengeraaniong as my life shall last | shall continue torlea messages that
God gives me for His people. | take no glory to myselfinyouth the Lord made me His messenger, to commurticétes
people testimonies of encouragement, warning, and repraobip years | have been in communication with hagvees-
sengers, and | have been constantly learning in refeterdigine things, and in reference to the way in whictd @ocon-
stantly working to bring souls from the error of themyw to the light in God’s light. Many souls have beeiped because
they have believed that the messages given me wereseercy to the erring. When | have seen those mdemled a differ-
ent phase of Christian experience, | have told them sdhéir present and eternal good. And so long as the §gares my
life, 1 will do my work faithfully, whether or not meand women shall hear and receive and obey. My work aslglgiven
me to do, and | shall receive grace in being obedidavel God. | love Jesus Christ, the Son of God, andlldie intense in-
terest in every soul who claims to be a child of Gaoaiml determined to be a faithful steward so long ad.¢né shall spare
my life. | will not fail nor be discouraged. | lovegh.ord; | love my Saviour, and my life is wholly in thands of God. As
long as He sustains me, | shall bear a decided testimdayuscript Releases, volumepages 152-153.

‘Return unto Me’

5.  What appeal did God make to Judah through His prophet Jerengh? Jeremiah 4:1 (first part)

NOTE: ‘Have you, reader, chosen your own way? Have youerad far from God? Have you sought to feast upon the fruits
of transgression, only to find them turn to ashes upom §s? And now, your substance spent, your life-plangtted, and
your hopes dead, do you sit alone and desolate? Now thatwbich has long been speaking to your heart but to whuch y
would not listen comes to you distinct and clear, “Agiseand depart; for this is not your rest; becausepbiluted, it shall
destroy you, even with a sore destruction.” Micah 2:10. Retugodr Father’s house. He invites you, saying, “Returto u
Me; for | have redeemed thee.” Isaiah 44:22. Do narligh the enemy’s suggestion to stay away from Chmidtyou have
made yourself better; until you are good enough to contgoth If you wait until then, you will never come. Wheatéh
points to your filthy garments, repeat the promise sfiSe“Him that cometh to Me | will in no wise cast.0ubhn 6:37. Tell



the enemy that the blood of Jesus Christ cleansesdtiosn. Make the prayer of David your own, “Purge me viggsop,
and | shall be clean; wash me, and | shall be whiter 8mow.” Psalm 51:7. Arise and go to your Father. Hermekt you a
great way off. If you take even one step toward Him inmipece, He will hasten to enfold you in His arms dhite love.
His ear is open to the cry of the contrite soul. They\first reaching out of the heart after God is kndarHim. Never a
prayer is offered, however faltering, never a tear id shewever secret, never a sincere desire after Gibeeisshed, however
feeble, but the Spirit of God goes forth to meetGhtist's Object Lessonpages 205-206.

6. What would be the evidence that they had returned to th Lord? Jeremiah 4:1, last part.

NOTE: ‘On one occasion, by command of the Lord, tloplpet took his position at one of the principal entratcédke city
and there urged the importance of keeping holy the Sabbgtirhe inhabitants of Jerusalem were in danger ofgasght of
the sanctity of the Sabbath, and they were solemnigegagainst following their secular pursuits on that daylessing was
promised on condition of obedience. “If ye diligently hearkato Me,” the Lord declared, and “hallow the Sablokty to do
no work therein; then shall there enter into the gatehis city kings and princes sitting upon the throne a¥ib, riding in
chariots and on horses, they, and their princesmtre of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: and thisheill remain
forever.” Jeremiah 17:24, 25. This promise of prospextthe reward of allegiance was accompanied by a progfiebg
terrible judgments that would befall the city should its bitsets prove disloyal to God and His law. If the admong to
obey the Lord God of their fathers and to hallow His &ébllay were not heeded, the city and its palaces wouldtdmdy
destroyed by fire.’Prophets & Kingspage 411.

‘Broken cisterns that can hold no water’

7.  What were the two evils of the house of Judah? Jeremighl13

NOTE: ‘Men who turn away from the knowledge of God, dalaced their minds under the control of their maS&an, and
he trains them to be his servants. The less the prodsatixpressing infidel views are brought before the ydhthpetter.
Evil angels are ever on the alert that they may dedtire the minds of the youth that which will do thieqary; and as books
expressing infidel and pagan sentiments are read, thesenuagents of evil seek to impress those who study thigmtlve
spirit of questioning and unbelief. Those who drink frévese polluted channels do not thirst for the waterseffor they are
satisfied with the broken cisterns of the world. Thegkhhey have the treasures of knowledge, when theh@asding that
which is but wood and hay and stubble, not worth gainingworth keeping. Their self-esteem, their idea thsti@erficial
knowledge of things constitutes education, make them bobasifl self-satisfied, when they are, as were the $¥es;j igno-
rant of the Scriptures and the power of G&hftistian Educationpage 100.

‘It is by beholding that we become changed. And as thaseed precepts in which God has opened to men theterfand
holiness of His character are neglected, and the nointthi& people are attracted to human teachings andeébewiat marvel
that there has followed a decline of living piety in teirch. Saith the Lord, “They have forsaken me thetéonrof living
waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cistiwaiscan hold no water.” [Jeremiah 2:Z5feat Controversypage 478.

8. How does God through Jeremiah explain the root cause tiose two evils? Jeremiah 3:13

NOTE: ‘In the whole Satanic force there is not potepvercome one soul who in simple trust casts hinaselChrist. "He
giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no niitghincreaseth strength.” Isaiah 40:29. “If we confesssms, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleansiam all unrighteousness.” The Lord says, “Only ackndgéethine
iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LordGtid.” “Then will | sprinkle clean water upon you, andsyall be
clean; from all your filthiness and from all your idoldlw cleanse you.” 1 John 1:9; Jeremiah 3:13; Ezekiel 36826.we
must have a knowledge of ourselves, a knowledge that ewilllrin contrition, before we can find pardon and peace. The
Pharisee felt no conviction of sin. The Holy Spiritiicbnot work with him. His soul was encased in a selfi®ous armour
which the arrows of God, barbed and true-aimed by angelshdailed to penetrate. It is only he who knows hifisebe a
sinner that Christ can save. He came “to heal the brlokarted, to preach deliverance to the captives, andameg of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty them that are brdis&uke 4:18. But “they that are whole need not a physitiauke 5:31. We
must know our real condition, or we shall not feel naed of Christ's help. We must understand our dangere @hall not
flee to the refuge.Christ’'s Object Lessonpages 157-158.

‘God’s Message to Judah’

9. In the face of the coming captivity how did God plead ith them? Jeremiah 4:1, 3-4. Jeremiah 4:14.

NOTE: ‘Confession will not be acceptable to God withsincere repentance and reformation. There must be destidages
in the life; everything offensive to God must be put avildys will be the result of genuine sorrow for sin. Tharkvthat we
have to do on our part is plainly set before us: “Wjash make you clean; put away the evil of your doings frofarbéMine

eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek judgmelitve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead fovittoey.” Isaiah

1:16, 17. “If the wicked restore the pledge, give again thhiakeobbed, walk in the statutes of life, without comnmttinig-

uity; he shall surely live, he shall not die.” Ezek3815. Paul says, speaking of the work of repentance: “Neveed after a
godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, wihedring of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, \i¢wat, yea,
what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, whatgevén all things ye have approved yourselves to be clethismimatter.”

2 Corinthians 7:11. When sin has deadened the moral percgptie wrongdoer does not discern the defects of hiaciea
nor realise the enormity of the evil he has committe] unless he yields to the convicting power of the Kglyit he re-
mains in partial blindness to his sin. His confassiare not sincere and in earnest. To every acknowledgrhbig guilt he
adds an apology in excuse of his course, declaring thdtatlinot been for certain circumstances he would ane done this



or that for which he is reprovedSteps to Chrisipages 39-40.

10. How does God show that these appeals are for His gloag well as Judah's good? Jeremiah 4:2.

NOTE: The yoke that binds to service is the law of Gidtk great law of love revealed in Eden, proclaimed upoai,Sind in
the new covenant written in the heart, is that whictldbithe human worker to the will of God. If we were teftfollow our
own inclinations, to go just where our will would lead us, stould fall into Satan’s ranks and become possessors af-hi
tributes. Therefore God confines us to His will, whisthigh, and noble, and elevating. He desires that wepsteently and
wisely take up the duties of service. The yoke of ser@ieast Himself has borne in humanity. He said, “I delighto Thy
will, O My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart.” Ben 40:8. “I came down from heaven, not to do Mine ovilh fut the
will of Him that sent Me.” John 6:38. Love for God, zeal Iftis glory, and love for fallen humanity, brought Jesusdrth to
suffer and to die. This was the controlling power of lé This principle He bids us adopDesire of Ageage 329.

‘I know thy works’

11. How does God see His chosen people today? Revelatiatb318.

NOTE: ‘Those who are reproved by the Spirit of God sthawt rise up against the humble instrument. It is @ad, not an
erring mortal, who has spoken to save them from ruiis.ibt pleasing to human nature to receive repramf,isit possible
for the heart of man, unenlightened by the Spirit of Godgalise the necessity of reproof or the blessing designed to
bring. As man yields to temptation, and indulges in ssind becomes darkened. The moral sense is pervéhedvarn-

ings of conscience are disregarded, and its voice islesdy heard. He gradually loses the power to distsigbetween right
and wrong, until he has no true sense or his standingeb&fod. He may observe the forms of religion and zealonalntain

its doctrines, while destitute of its spirit. His comatitis that described by the True Witness: “Thou sayest) rich, and in-
creased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowesanttou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and hbiireH,
naked.” Revelation 3:17Counsels for the Churclpage 96.

12. What appeal does God make today through the prophet John tilvose facing the time of final judgment? Revela-
tion 3:18-19.
NOTE: ‘The great Redeemer represents Himself as wehBamerchantman, laden with riches, calling from hooseouse,
presenting His priceless goods, and saying, “I couhse to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayestich; and
white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and thattthme of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thinavityesye-
salve, that thou mayest see. As many as | love, | reboétechasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Belgilihd at the
door, and knock: if any man hear My voice, and open the d@oil come in to him, and will sup with him, and hélwvMe”
(Revelation 3:18-20). Let us consider our condition befayd; Gt us heed the counsel of the True Witness. Let abog be
filled with prejudice, as were the Jews, that light maycome into our hearts. Let it not be necessarZFoist to say of us as
He did of them, “Ye will not come to Me, that ye midiave life” (John 5:40).Faith & Works,page 84.

Lesson 6: May 6-12
‘In vain do they worship Me’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘Ye shall walk after the LORD your Gaaind fear Him, and keep His commandments, and obey His
voice, and ye shall serve Him, and cleave unto HinmeutBronomy 13:4.

STUDY HELP: Christ Triumphantpage 43.

SUDY AIM: To show that God abhors those practicedcviappear as worship, when the heart is not whallyhe side of
God.

Introduction

‘The substitution of the precepts of men for the conuinaents of God has not ceased. Even among Christiafsuactinsti-
tutions and usages that have no better foundation tharathtadns of the fathers. Such institutions, resting upene human
authority, have supplanted those of divine appointment. Mag tb their traditions, and revere their customs, aretish
hatred against those who seek to show them their énrthis day, when we are bidden to call attentiorhe&odommandments
of God and the faith of Jesus, we see the same enmitgsasanifested in the days of Christ. Of the remnant ped@ed it
is written, “The dragon was wroth with the woman, and wemhake war with the remnant of her seed, which keepadime c
mandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus CRestelation 12:17. . . Let all who accept human autizatiie cus-
toms of the church, or the traditions of the fatherse theed to the warning conveyed in the words of CHimstjain they do
worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of'mBesire of Agegpage 398.

‘Cain brought of the fruit of the ground’

1. From whom did Adam and Eve receive clothing to cover th shame of their nakedness? Genesis 3:21.
NOTE: The Lord Jesus Christ has prepared a coveringoiieeof His own righteousness, that He will put on evepgnting,
believing soul who by faith will receive it. Said JohBghold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin efwrld” (John



1:29). Sin is the transgression of the law. Christ diada&e it possible for every man to have his sins takey.aA fig-leaf
apron will never cover our nakedness. Sin must be takay, and the garment of Christ's righteousness must cogédrahs-
gressor of God's law. Then when the Lord looks uponbiiving sinner, He sees, not the fig leaves covering but
Christ’'s own robe of righteousness, which is perfect avexi to the law of Jehovah. Man has hidden his nakednessdweot
a covering of fig leaves, but under the robe of ChriggisteousnessThe Upward Lookpage 378.

2. Why was God so displeased with the sacrifice that Cairrdught before Him? Genesis 4:3-5.

NOTE: ‘These two brothers erected their altars akikej each brought an offering. Abel presented a sacnifioe the flock,
in accordance with the Lord’s directions. “And the Lord hespect unto Abel and to his offering.” Fire flashed filueaven
and consumed the sacrifice. But Cain, disregarding the 4. dicBct and explicit command, presented only an offeofrfruit.
There was no token from heaven to show that it waspaed. Abel grasped the great principles of redemptersaw himself
a sinner, and he saw sin and its penalty, death, standingdretis soul and communion with God. He brought the glain
tim, the sacrificed life, thus acknowledging the clamhthe law that had been transgressed. Through thebébmtihe looked
to the future sacrifice, Christ dying on the cross di/&wg; and trusting in the atonement that was there todme, he had the
witness that he was righteous, and his offering accefaid. had the same opportunity of learning and accepting theise
as had Abel. He was not the victim of an arbitiaugpose. One brother was not elected to be accepteddofa@d the other to
be rejected. Abel chose faith and obedience; Cain liehlaad rebellion. Here the whole matter rest&bhflict & Courage,
page 24.

‘All the host of heaven whom they have loved’

3. Inthe time of Jeremiah how had this strong warning agairtsperverted worship been forgotten? Jeremiah 7:17-18;
Jeremiah 1:16; Jeremiah 8:2.

NOTE: ‘Idolaters are condemned by the Word of God. Their fallyststs in trusting in self for salvation, in bowing doten
the works of their own hands. God classes as idoldtese twho trust in their own wisdom, their own degsidepending for
success on their riches and power, striving to strendgtimmselves by alliance with men whom the worldsagdeat, but who
fail to discern the binding claims of His law. Are wershipers of Jehovah, or of Baal? Of the living Gardof idols? No
outward shrines may be visible; there may be no imagiéoeye to rest upon; yet we may be practising idolktiy as easy
to make an idol of cherished ideas or objects as todagods of wood or stone. Thousands have a false contept®od

and His attributes. They are as verily serving a&fglsd as were the servants of BaBDA Bible Commentary, volumephge

1105.

4. In contrast to the impure worthless worship of thosen Judah, how is the purity of the worship of the thee He-
brews described by Nebuchadnezzar? Daniel 3:28.

NOTE: ‘As in the days of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedrssgo) the closing period of earth’s history the Lord wiitirk
mightily in behalf of those who stand steadfastly fa tight. He who walked with the Hebrew worthies in fieey furnace
will be with His followers wherever they are. Hisdibg presence will comfort and sustain. In the midshe time of trouble,
trouble such as has not been since there was a nidigoohosen ones will stand unmoved. Satan with alhtsts of evil can-
not destroy the weakest of God’s saints. Angels that @xstiength will protect them, and on their behalfaleth will reveal
Himself as a “God of gods,” able to save to the uttstrtttose who have put their trust in HirRrophets & Kingspage 513.
‘In order to impress idolaters with the power and gresd of the living God, His servants must reveal their verence for
God. They must make it manifest that He is the only olgétheir honour and worship, and that no considerationewen
the preservation of life itself, can induce them tdkenthe least concession to idolatry. These lessons &airect and vital
bearing upon our experience in these last ddyddeavenly Placepage 149.

‘That swear by the Lord and swear by Malcham’

5. What were some of the abominations being carried out ithe name of worship? Jeremiah 7:31.

NOTE: ‘It is Satan’s constant effort to misreprestre character of God, the nature of sin, and the seaks at stake in the
great controversy. His sophistry lessens the obligagfothe divine law, and gives men license to sin. Atdame time he
causes them to cherish false conceptions of God, sthi#naregard him with fear and hate, rather than wih.|@he cruelty
inherent in his own character is attributed to the Credtisrembodied in systems of religion, and expressedoaes of wor-
ship. Thus the minds of men are blinded, and Satan sdbherasas his agents to war against God. By perverted o of
the divine attributes, heathen nations were led t@belhuman sacrifices necessary to secure the faleityf, and horrible
cruelties have been perpetrated under the various fafridslatry.” Great Controversypage 569.

6. While worshipping the Lord in the sanctuary what else wee they worshipping on the housetops? Zephaniah 1:5.
NOTE: ‘We are not to engage in an investigation of gmlism. God has investigated this for us, and told usitifirthat a
class would arise in the last days who would deny Chttisthas purchased them with His own blood. The charattgiri-
tualists is so plainly described that we need not be d=tdiy them. If we obey the divine injunction we shallehao sympa-
thy with spiritualists, however smooth and fair maythoeir words. In the Epistle of Paul to Timothy, heetetls what will be
manifested in the latter days. And this warning was Her ienefit of those who should live when these thingsldntake
place. God revealed to His servant the perils of thecbhin the last days. He writes, “Now the Spirit spéalexpressly, that
in the latter times some shall depart from the fagiting heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;kipgdies in
hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a loot.'irThe faithful Peter speaks of the dangers to whichCinestian



church would be exposed in the last days, and more fullyidesche heresies which would arise and the blasptyeseduc-
ers who would seek to draw away souls after them. “Buethvere false prophets also among the people, evererssthall
be false teachers among you, who privily shall bimdamnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought #rethbring
upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follogir pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of tetidll be
evil spoken of.” Here God has worked out for us the pobdiie class mentioned. They have refused to acknowledgst as
the Son of God, and they have no more reverencédoeternal Father than for His Son, Jesus Christ. iheg neither the
Son nor the Father. And like their great leader, éhelrchief, they are in rebellion against the lavsofl, and they despise
the blood of Christ.Confrontation,pages 91- 92.

‘Burn incense unto Baal ... and stand before Me in this hoas

7. What other specific examples of mixed worship that wergaking place in Judah did God reveal to Jeremiah?
Jeremiah 7:9-11.
NOTE: ‘The world is not to be our criterion. We am@ to associate with the ungodly and partake of theiit,sfar they will
lead the heart away from God to the worship of fatsisg The steadfast soul, firm in the faith, can do muchl;do® can im-
part blessings of the highest order to those with wherassociates, for the law of the Lord is in histh&ut we cannot will-
ingly associate with those who are trampling upon theoaGod, and preserve our faith pure and untarnished. Wecahzh
the spirit, and unless we separate from them, we Badbund up with them at last, to share their doomast by associating
with idolaters and joining in their festivities that tHebrews were led to transgress God'’s law and bringudigments upon
the nation. So now it is by leading the followers of Ghdsassociate with the ungodly and unite in their @ments that Sa-
tan is most successful in alluring them into sin. “Cauefrom among them, and be ye separate, saith the donddouch not
the unclean.” God requires of His people now as greatiadaish from the world, in customs, habits, and prinesplas He
required of Israel ancientlyThe Adventist Hom@ages 459-460.

8. In what way did Judah demean the tender love and blessirghown them by God? Jeremiah 2:27-29. Compare
God’s pleading with them. Jeremiah 3:19.
NOTE: ‘From the instruction given us in the Old and NEsstaments God desires us to learn that we are noade plr-
selves, and those connected with us, in intimate cormmestth those who are corrupt in thought, word, andactif workers
of limited experience are placed in close connection tiih class, there is danger that they will by beholding roeco
changed into the same image, that the standard of hofindgsuth will be lowered. There is danger that corraptidl cease
to appear in its vileness to those who are tryingrimgbabout a reform, and that the truth will become conffusigh that
which is common and lowChrist Triumphantpage 49.
‘Entire conformity to the will of our Father which iis heaven is alone sanctification, and the will of Goéxpressed in His
holy law. The keeping of all the commandments of Gahiectification. Proving yourselves obedient childre@ta’s Word
is sanctification. The Word of God is to be our guidé,the opinions or ideas of merkaith & Works,page 121.

‘Hath not turned unto Me with her whole heart but feignedly’

9. What sad fact did God observe concerning their period ofevival under the reign of Josiah? Jeremiah 3:10. Com-
pare God's commendation of the young King. 2 Kings 23:25
NOTE: ‘God calls for intelligent Christians, for mendcawomen who are filled with the knowledge of His wile calls for
men and women who by their good works show that the traghbrought about a change in their lives. The relitiiahcon-
sists in professions merely is but a pretence. Tivbsese union with Christ ends with the writing of themes on the church
roll are not channels of light. God’s servants shouldydgin more knowledge of Him. Daily they should grow incgrand
in spiritual understanding, strengthened with might accgrtiinHis glorious power. They are to increase in spiriédfié:
ciency, that they may give strength to those for witloey labour.” Southern Watchmamecember 25, 1902.
‘Many who profess to believe the truth for these lassdesll be found wanting. They have neglected the weigintigtters.
Their conversion is superficial, not deep, earnest,thaugh. They do not know why they believe the trotily because
others have believed it, and they take it for grantedithsithe truth. They can give no intelligent reason gy believe.
Others are not enlightened or edified by their experienrcby the knowledge which it was their privilege and datgbtain.
Strength and stability are with truehearted profesS@hristian Servicepage 45.

10. What did Jesus say about those who continued in the rituglof godly life and worship but did not obey and honour
Him? Mark 7:7-9, Matthew 15:7-9.

NOTE: ‘Jesus did not always silently look upon these westhkervices, but sometimes told the people wherewreygoing
wrong. Because He was so quick to see what was falsetaatdvas true, His brethren were greatly annoyed at féinthey
said that whatever the priest taught ought to be corsldes sacred as a command of God. But Jesus taught boidegres
and by His example that men ought to worship God just asaslelirected them to worship Him, and not follow the cerem
nies that men have said ought to be followed. His bretivese greatly put out because Jesus would not do as éstspdi-
rected, but followed the word of God rather than the fi@ditof men.’Youth’s InstructorDecember 5, 1895.

‘Truth is perished’

11. What is always the outcome of mixed worship? Jeremiah 7:28.
NOTE: ‘The unsanctified heart will never inclineellsto God. Joshua said to Israel: “Now therefore pudyaw . the strange



gods which are among you, and incline your heart uréd_tlid God of Israel.” “But this thing commanded | theayisg,
Obey My voice, and | will be your God, and ye shalMbepeople: and walk ye in all the ways that | have comaed you,
that it may be well unto you. But they hearkened nat,imclined their ear, but walked in the counsels antiénimnagination
of their evil heart, and went backward, and not forward.But thou shalt say unto them, This is a nationdbayeth not the
voice of the Lord their God, nor receiveth correctiontht is perished, and is cut off from their mouth.” “Butyttobeyed not,
neither inclined their ear; but made their neck dfiffit they might not hear, nor receive instructionddGs full of mercy and
goodness and truth. He forgives transgressions and sihéf BBe human agent takes his case out of the handsdfabd
wills to do as he pleases, irrespective of warning anaoépand counsel from the Spirit of God; if he refusesligite that is
flashed athwart his pathway to reveal to him whitherfées are tending; if he chooses darkness rather thiatttiat is of infi-
nite value, and determinedly walks in darkness, he witleeto look upon the light that is as an angel to guide hightaas
veritable darkness that is against his good; and how igrékett darkness¥outh’s InstructorDecember 7, 1893.

“Why,” the Lord inquired, “is this people of Jerusalelidden back by a perpetual backsliding?” Jeremiah 8:5. Inaifte |
guage of the prophet it was because they had obeyed naiitieeof the Lord their God and had refused to be corretieel
Jeremiah 5:3. “Truth is perished,” he mourned, “and is ffditan their mouth.”Prophets & Kingspage 414.

12. How does it affect the life and dealings of the worgbpers? Jeremiah 6:13.

NOTE: ‘The law of God will be satisfied with nothing short of petfon, of perfect and entire obedience to all itsrdaTo
come half way to its requirements, and not render peafed thorough submission and obedience, will availingthThe
worldling and the infidel admire consistency, and haxer deen powerfully convicted that God was of a trutth is peo-
ple, when their works correspond with their faith. Wif@ne by their fruits ye shall know them. Every tigeknown by his
own fruits. Our words, our actions, are the fruit werb&here are those who hear the sayings of Chustld them not. They
profess, but their fruits are such as to disgust unbetieWdey are boastful, and pray and talk in a self-raigenanner, ex-
alting themselves, and virtually thanking God, like the Bkey that they are not as other men. They recoairtgbod deeds,
yet these very ones are crafty, and overreach in éssideal. Their fruits are not good. Their words ansl aet wrong, and
yet they seem to be blinded to their destitute, wretcoadition. | was shown that the following scripture \&agplicable to
such, who go along under such a deception. “Not everyomesaith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdaim
Heaven; but he that doeth the will of My Father whiln Heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, Lotayrd, have we not
prophesied in Thy name, and in Thy name cast out devitsjn Thy name done many wonderful works? And thenl ilb-
fess unto them, | never knew you; depart from Me, yewloak iniquity.” Here is the greatest deception that aHiect the
human mind, for persons to believe that they are nigten they are wrong. They think that they are doimgeat work in
their religious life. Finally Jesus tears off theitf-seghteous covering, and vividly presents before themttbe picture of
themselves, in all their wrongs and deformity of religicharacter. They are found wanting when it is forex@fdte to have
their wants suppliedTestimonies, volume fiages 416-417.

13. How complete is the love and loyalty that God always has ahys looked for in His people? 1 Chronicles 28:9;
Luke 10:25-28; Deuteronomy 13:4; Revelation 14:12.
NOTE: ‘It is a sacred work in which we are engaged. dpestle Paul exhorts his brethren: “Having therefoesdlpromises,
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filtlsiéghe flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in tlae fd God.” It is a
sacred duty that we owe to God to keep the spirit puretease for the Holy Ghost. If the heart and mind aneoti=l to the
service of God, obeying all His commandments, loving Hith @il the heart, might, mind, and strength, and our feigh
as ourselves, we shall be found loyal and true to tingnements of heavenTestimonies, volume gage 33.
‘We are now in God’s workshop. Many of us are rough stdrmm the quarry. But as we lay hold upon the truth of @sd,
influence affects us. It elevates us and removes froavery imperfection and sin, of whatever nature. Thusregeepared
to see the King in His beauty and finally to unite with flure and heavenly angels in the kingdom of glory. lere khat this
work is to be accomplished for us, here that our bodidsspirits are to be fitted for immortalitylestimonies, volun® page
355.

Lesson 7: May 13-19
‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem?!’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killestprophets, and stonest them which are senttba& how
often would | have gathered thy children together, evem lan gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye wotlid
Matthew 23:37

STUDY HELP:God’'s Amazing Graceage 79.

LESSON AIM: To understand the hurt of God our Fathédiashildren reject His appeals of mercy.

Introduction

In ancient times God spoke to men by the mouth of pre@ret apostles. In these days He speaks to them Bgstimonies
of His Spirit. There was never a time when God instai¢dis people more earnestly than He instructs them nowarnings
and reproofs are not given to the erring among Seveayttidventists . . . but because they have great kgt have by their



profession taken their position as God's special, chpseple, having the law of God written in their hearts.yT$ignify
their loyalty to the God of heaven by yielding obedetr the laws of His government. They are God's repiahess upon
the earth. Testimonies, volume page 661.

‘Thou that killest the prophets’

1. Why did God place Jeremiah the prophet among the peopld dudah? Jeremiah 6:27.

NOTE: ‘God designs to test the faith of all who claim to H¥eers of Christ. He will test the sincerity of the pees of all
those who claim to earnestly desire to know their ddeywill make duty plain. He will give all an ample oppoiityrio de-
velop what is in their hearts. The Lord reproves ardects the people who profess to keep His law. He poirtttheir sins
and lays open their iniquity because He wishes to sepdrate and wickedness from them, that they may petfetihess in
His fear. God rebukes, reproves, and corrects themihtbgtmay be refined, sanctified, elevated, and finatlgited to His
own throne.’Counsels for the Churcpage 91.

2. How did the children of Israel continually treat the prophets that God sent to them? Jeremiah 7:25, 26; Matthew
23:37; 1 Kings 19:14.

NOTE: ‘But Christ's great heart of love still pleaded Jerusalem, that had scorned His mercies, despised Himgsrand

was about to imbrue [moisten] her hands in His blooderdfisalem would but repent, it was not yet too late. 8\thé last rays

of the setting sun were lingering on temple, tower, and pienaould not some good angel lead her to the Saviawé And

avert her doom? Beautiful and unholy city, that had stohedtophets, that had rejected the Son of God, thatogkmg

herself by her impenitence in fetters of bondage, her dmeofy was almost spenesire of Agespage 577.

‘They received no correction’

3.  What was it that Judah refused to receive from the mouthfathe prophets? Jeremiah 2:30.

NOTE: ‘The Jews pursued their course of rejecting Christ, un their self-deceived, deluded state, they thoughtitheruci-
fying him they were doing God a service. Thus it willz¢éh all who resist the entreaties of the SpiriGaid, and persist in
doing what they know to be wrong. The Spirit once resistatetwill be less difficulty in resisting it a seconahé. If we
maintain the independence of the natural heart, and réfes®rrection of God, we shall, as did the Jews, stabboarry out
our own purposes and ideas in the face of the plain&itrece, and shall be in danger of as great deception a&saathem.
In our blind infatuation we may go to as great lengththay did, and yet flatter ourselves that we are doing feorGod.
Those who continue in this course will reap what thaye sown. They were afforded a shelter, but they edfits The
plagues of God will fall, and he will prevent them h&eview & Herald July 27, 1897.

4. How did God warn Jeremiah that his words would not be heded, any more than those of earlier prophets that
God had sent them? Jeremiah 1:19, first part.
NOTE: ‘His judgements came upon the two largest of ourtitigtns. [Review & Herald Publishing House, Battle Cr8aki-
tarium, 1902.] Before all the world His displeasure wasns by stern judgments. And yet there are those whoe shese
terrible experiences, have refused correction and halevéal a course of determined obstinacy. Some seem detdrimine
continue doing those things that brought the expression afispkeasure of God upon those who would not heed admoniti
and warnings. They have kept up a continual defiance agaiasta®d warfare against the testimonies of reproofHiedtas
sent.’Special Testimonies, series B, numbegrage 11.

5. Which prophet lost his life for giving God’s warning to Jerusalem? Jeremiah 26:20-23.

NOTE: ‘God would have been with Ahab if he had walked inctwnsel of heaven. But Ahab did not do this. He married a
woman given to idolatry. Jezebel had more power over tg tian God had. She led him into idolatry, and with him the
people. God sent Elijah to Israel with messages of mgymut neither king nor people would heed his words. They tboke
upon him as a messenger of evil. At last God sent a dropght the land. Did the people discern and acknowledge taetobj
of this judgment and humble their hearts before Him?Jdnebel said that the prophets of Jehovah had broughkttaraity
upon them. She said that all Israel was suffering beazfubeir reproofs, and that there would be no rest osparity in the
land until these prophets were put to death. Thus a fedliagger was aroused against the men whom God had sentteat

the people to repent of their wickedness. Many holy died for their testimony. Elijah was preserved by aanié of divine
power, to proclaim before the king and queen the warningthaeatenings of GodChrist Triumphantpage 162.

‘Take with you words’

6. What plea did God make to His rebellious people? JeremiaB:13.

NOTE: ‘The worldling may pronounce this sorrow a wegds) but it is the strength which binds the penitentedrfinite
One with links that cannot be broken. It shows thatahgels of God are bringing back to the soul the graeesvire lost
through hardness of heart and transgression. The tietirs jpenitent are only the raindrops that precede thehgwnof holi-
ness. This sorrow heralds a joy which will be a liviogntain in the soul. “Only acknowledge thine iniquity, tttadu hast
transgressed against the Lord thy God;” “and | will canise Mine anger to fall upon you: for I am mercifulthstiie Lord.”
Jeremiah 3:13, 12Desire of Agespage 300.

7. With what words could Judah have shown their contrition? Jeemiah 10:23, 24.



NOTE: ‘There is danger now of our losing sight of the inguutrtruths applicable for this period of time and seekinghfose
things that are new and strange and entrancing. Margpriéved by the Spirit of God through His appointed agenafse
to receive correction, and a root of bitterness is pthnt their hearts against the Lord’s servants who/degavy, disagree-
able burdens. They have not the moral courage to diitihgs that it is for their special benefit to do. Thseg no necessity
for reform, and so they reject the words of the Lord laate Him who reproveth at the gate. This very réfisheed the ad-
monitions that the Lord sends gives Satan every adyamntemake them the bitterest enemies of those wie told them the
truth.” Christ Triumphantpage 361.

‘Neither said they’

8. How did they reveal that they had forgotten the leading oGod in their past history? Jeremiah 2:6, 8.

NOTE: ‘In reviewing our past history, having travelleder every step of advance to our present standing, lagarPsaise
God! As | see what God has wrought, | am filled witroasthment, and with confidence in Christ as leader. We hatfeng
to fear for the future, except as we shall forget thg the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past histaxgt Day
Eventspage 72.

‘The history of ancient Israel is a striking illustomt of the past experience of the Adventist body. GodHisdbeople in the
Advent Movement, even as He led the children of Isiraeh Egypt. In the great disappointment their faith ves$etd as was
that of the Hebrews at the Red Sea. Had they stgtdd to the guiding hand that had been with them in thsirepg@erience,
they would have seen the salvation of God. If all \Wwhd laboured unitedly in the work in 1844 had received the third’'ange
message and proclaimed it in the power of the Holy SghetLord would have wrought mightily with their effortsfléod of
light would have been shed upon the world. Years ago theiiahtshof the earth would have been warned, the clagong
completed, and Christ would have come for the redemptiblisgbeople.'Great Controversypage 457.

9. What words would God have been pleased to hear from Hfgople concerning His loving guidance? Jeremiah 3:4.
NOTE: ‘In order to strengthen our confidence in God,i€leaches us to address Him by a new name, a nami@&tivith
the dearest associations of the human heart. He géveiee privilege of calling the infinite God our FathdrisTname, spoken
to Him and of Him, is a sign of our love and trust tadveiim, and a pledge of His regard and relationship to us. 8psken
asking His favour or blessing, it is as music in His .€8hst we might not think it presumption to call Him bhystname, He
has repeated it again and again. He desires us to becontiarfaitin the appellation. God regards us as His childHmhas
redeemed us out of the careless world and has choserbasame members of the royal family, sons and dawgbfehe
heavenly King. He invites us to trust in Him with a trdeeper and stronger than that of a child in his eartthefaChrist’s
Object Lessongages 141-142.

‘I am merciful’

10. With what loving encouragement did God plead with them taeturn to Him? Jeremiah 3:12.

NOTE: ‘The part we have to act is to return to tloed_by confessing our sins to Him and to one anothdmoken and con-
trite heart He will not despise; but our self-righteossnis in His sight as filthy rags. With many, selfvisole; but when they
fall upon the Rock, and are broken, then the arms of JafiLencircle them, and draw them close to His gitesdrt of love.
God will not do for us that which we can do for ourseleg;He has said, “Seek ye the Lord while He may be folaibye
upon Him while He is near: let the wicked forsake his,veand the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let himmretoto the
Lord, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our GodHerwill abundantly pardon.” And when we comply with theco
ditions, He will fulfil His word.’ Review & HeraldMay 20, 1884.

11. If the children of Israel had returned to God, what would He have done for them? Jeremiah 3:22, Hosea 14:4-6.
NOTE: ‘Through Jeremiah the word of the Lord to His peeyds: “Return, thou backsliding Israel, . . . and | wilt nause
Mine anger to fall upon you: for | am merciful, saitte thord, and | will not keep anger forever. Only acknowledgestimiq-
uity, that thou hast transgressed against the Lord thy GadTurn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord; fan married
unto you.” “Thou shalt call Me, my Father; and shalttuat away from Me.” “Return, ye backsliding children, amwdll heal
your backslidings.” Jeremiah 3:12-14, 19, 22. And in additiotnése wonderful pleadings, the Lord gave His erring people
the very words with which they might turn to Him. Thegre to say: “Behold, we come unto Thee; for ThoutetLord our
God. Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the $iilhnd from the multitude of mountains: truly in therd_our God is the
salvation of Israel. . . . We lie down in our shaarg] our confusion covereth us: for we have sinned aghméiord our God,
we and our fathers, from our youth even unto this dag have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our Godrs&é&e22-25."
Prophets & Kingspage 410.

‘Be zealous therefore, and repent’

12. Even in their declarations of faith, however, what hypodsy did God see? Jeremiah 5:2-3.

NOTE: ‘Will the churches heed the Laodicean messagéatwei repent, or will they, notwithstanding thaetmost solemn
message of truth, the third angel’'s message, is being jpneddo the world, go on in sin? This is the last ragesof mercy,

the last warning to a fallen world. If the church @d®ecomes lukewarm, it does not stand in favour with Godremg than

do the churches that are represented as having fallereanohé the habitation of devils, and the hold of e¥euy spirit, and

the cage of every unclean and hateful bird. Those wikie had opportunities to hear and receive the truth andhake
united with the Seventh-day Adventist church, calling tredvmes the commandment-keeping people of God, and yet possess



no more vitality and consecration to God than do threinal churches, will receive of the plagues of God justeaidy as the
churches who oppose the law of God. Only those thasaretified through the truth will compose the royal fsrmi the
heavenly mansions Christ has gone to prepare for thasdove Him and keep His commandments. “He that sekhpw
him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, anttutieis not in him” [1 John 2:4]. This includes all whaioh to
have a knowledge of God, and to keep His commandments, lutevhot manifest this by good work&fanuscript Re-
leases, volume 19age 176.

13. What actions would have shown God that their words were &m the heart and made it possible for them to re-
main in the Promised Land? Jeremiah 4:1, 3, 4, 14. Compartkremiah 6:10.

NOTE: ‘The garden of the heart must be cultivated. Hievsust be broken up by deep repentance for sin. Poispsatsic
plants must be uprooted. The soil once overgrown by theam&e reclaimed only by diligent labour. So the evil tapiss of

the natural heart can be overcome only by earnest @iftihe name and strength of Jesus. The Lord bids ussprbphet,
“Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thornSéw to yourselves in righteousness; reap in mercy.” Jatems;

Hosea 10:12. This work He desires to accomplish for usHarakks us to co-operate with HilA’Call to Stand Apartpage

23.

Lesson 8: May 20-26
‘Mine affliction and my misery’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘Blessed are ye, when men shall revda,yand persecute you, and shall say all manner of gaihst
you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding dtacgreat is your reward in heaven: for so persecutegdttieproph-

ets which were before you.” Matthew 5:11-12.

STUDY HELP:Our High Calling,page 353.

LESSON AIM: To show that strong opposition will come, that God’s people should commit themselves to Him both to
uphold them and to avenge their sufferings.

Introduction

‘The plainest evidences of the truth and purity of the dteraf him whom they wish to defame, are misconstriiée most
positive assurances of his faithfulness and nobility mave/eight or power to control their slanderous repottg. most inno-
cent works of conscience and charity are looked upontaatad by selfish motives and unholy desires. The oriétyséor
him who is thus assailed is to trust fully in God, noksegeto vindicate his own cause, but when falsely accushistiace to
state only the plain facts of the case, and then lieeveesult with God. The Judge of all the earth willidbtr “Vengeance is
mine; | will repay, saith the Lord.’Signs of the Time§)ctober 5, 1888.

‘For | am with thee’

1. What had God promised to the timid young Jeremiah? Jeremiali:8, 18-19; Jeremiah 15:20-21.

NOTE: ‘From the day of his call to the close of higistry, Jeremiah stood before Judah as “a tower dodrass” against
which the wrath of man could not prevail. “They sligiht against thee,” the Lord had forewarned His servéit they shall
not prevail against thee: for | am with thee to sénee and to deliver thee, saith the Lord. And | willae thee out of the
hand of the wicked, and | will redeem thee out of the tadrite terrible.” Jeremiah 6:27; 15:20, 2Rrophets & Kingspage
419.

2. How did God warn that Judah would respond to the divinenvords of warning? Jeremiah 7:27.

NOTE: ‘When men's hearts are softened and subdued by teeainimg influence of the Holy Spirit, they will give likto
counsel; but when they turn from admonition until theiarts become hardened, the Lord permits them taddeylether in-
fluences. Refusing the truth, they accept falsehoodchwhécomes a snare to their own destruction. God hadeplegith
Judah not to provoke Him to anger, but they had hearkene&inatly sentence was pronounced against them. They tee
be led away captive to Babylon. The Chaldeans were tsée as the instrument by which God would chastise Hisedisob
ent people. The sufferings of the men of Judah were to peportion to the light they had had and to the warnineg had
despised and rejectedPirophets & Kingspage 425.

‘Vengeance is mine’

3. What was the reaction of the priests of Anathoth, Jeremidh home town, to his messages from the Lord?
Jeremiah 11:18-19; Lamentations 3:14.

NOTE: ‘Cruel were the mockings he was called upon to enddis sensitive soul was pierced through and through éy th

arrows of derision hurled at him by those who despisediessages and made light of his burden for their csiover’l was

a derision to all my people,” he declared, “and thaigsall the day.” “| am in derision daily, everyone motkate.” “All my

familiars watched for my halting, saying, Peradvenheeavill be enticed, and we shall prevail against lamg we shall take

our revenge on him.” Lamentations 3:14; Jeremiah 20:7Pt0phets & Kingspage 420.



4. How did the people of Jerusalem respond to Jeremiah thmessenger of God? Jeremiah 18:18; Lamentations 3:60-
63.

NOTE: ‘Had not the Promised One, through Isaiah, praptied Himself, “| gave My back to the smiters, and Nieeks to

them that plucked off the hair: | hid not My face frelmame and spitting”? Isaiah 50:6. Through the psalmistiCtaisfore-

told the treatment that He should receive from meanil. . . a reproach of men, and despised of the peoplineilthat see

Me laugh Me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shia&dnead.”Acts of the Apostlepage 225.

5. To whom did Jeremiah look for justice and protection inhis distress? Jeremiah 11:20-23; Lamentations 3:31-33.
NOTE: ‘The character of the judge in the parable, whoe@ not God, nor regarded man, was presented by Chrigivicish
kind of judgment that was then being executed, and that woutdtsowiitnessed at His trial. He desires His peopld imze

to realise how little dependence can be placed on eadlels or judges in the day of adversity. Often the gleople of God
have to stand before men in official positions who dbmake the word of God their guide and counsellor, but whow
their own unconsecrated, undisciplined impulses. In theblgaaf the unjust judge, Christ has shown what we should do.
“Shall not God avenge His own elect, which cry day amthtninto Him?” Christ, our example, did nothing to vindicate
deliver Himself. He committed His case to God. Sofbliewers are not to accuse or condemn, or to resdarée in order to
deliver themselvesChrist's Object Lessonpage 171.

‘O Lord, thou hast deceived me’

6. How did Pashur the Governor treat Jeremiah? Jeremiah 2@-2.

NOTE: ‘In all ages God’s appointed witnesses have exposgadstives to reproach and persecution for the truth’s geke.

seph was maligned and persecuted because he preserveduleisani integrity. David, the chosen messenger of @Ged,

hunted like a beast of prey by his enemies. Daniel watsrda a den of lions because he was true to his aflegig heaven .
. Stephen was stoned because he preached Christ armludified. Paul was imprisoned, beaten with rods, stoeredi fi-

nally put to death because he was a faithful messeng&ofbrto the Gentiles. And John was banished to theofdRatmos

“for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesusi€Efir Acts of the Apostlepage 575.

7. What strong reaction did this call forth from Jeremiah? Jeremiah 20:7-12.

NOTE: “From the beginning of Jehoiakim’s reign, Jeremiahlhtie hope of saving his beloved land from destructicth tae
people from captivity. Yet he was not permitted to rensiient while utter ruin threatened the kingdom. Those dmbre-
mained loyal to God must be encouraged to persevere in rigig;dmd sinners must, if possible, be induced to turn from
iniquity.” Prophets & Kingspage 412.

‘Diminish not a word’

8. What counsel did God give to Jeremiah? Jeremiah 26:2-3.

NOTE: ‘It was a great cross for me to relate toélhing what had been shown me concerning them. It caneegteat dis-
tress to see others troubled or grieved. And when abligeleclare the messages, | would often soften them @gmwnmake
them appear as favourable for the individual as | cand,then would go by myself and weep in agony of spirit ... hdid
realise that | was unfaithful in thus questioning and doubtimg,déd not see the danger and sin of such a course, uwtil in
sion | was taken into the presence of Jesus. He looked upavitma frown, and turned His face from meéegstimonies, vol-
ume 1pages 73-74.

9. How was Jeremiah’s life preserved? Jeremiah 26:24.

NOTE: ‘Christ expressed His desire for human sympathy,then withdrawing Himself from them about a stone'st,cHe
fell on His face and prayed, saying, “Father, if Theunllling, remove this cup from Me; nevertheless ngtwill, but Thine,

be done.” The superhuman agony with which He had beestlingehad brought Him to His disciples, longing for human
companionship. But He was disappointed; they did not brifginothe help He expected from thenChrist Triumphant,
page 266.

‘In prison in the house of Jonathan’

10. Having been beaten when he tried to leave Jerusalem, inhat fearful place was Jeremiah imprisoned by the
princes? Jeremiah 37:11-16; Jeremiah 37:15; Lamentations 3:4.

NOTE: ‘But the faithful prophet was daily strengthene@ndure. “The Lord is with me as a mighty terribiee,” he declared

in faith; “therefore my persecutors shall stumbled #mey shall not prevail: they shall be really askdnfor they shall not

prosper: their everlasting confusion shall never be feegdt“Sing unto the Lord, praise ye the Lord: for Hetthdelivered

the soul of the poor from the hand of evildoers.” J&mbr20:11, 13.Prophets & Kingspage 420.

11. How did the weary, frightened humanity of Jeremiah reveaitself when he thought that Zedekiah might send him
back to that prison? Jeremiah 37:20; Jeremiah 38:26.

NOTE: ‘We should not lose courage when assailed by teioptadften when placed in a trying situation we doubt that

Spirit of God has been leading us. But it was the Splgtiding that brought Jesus into the wilderness to be temptsdtay.

When God brings us into trial, He has a purpose to gglisimfor our good. Jesus did not presume on God’s prorjsge-



ing unbidden into temptation, neither did He give up to dedg@acy when temptation came upon Him. Nor should we. “God
is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted abokattye are able; but will with the temptation alsake a way to es-
cape, that ye may be able to bear it.” He says, “Qfféo God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the Most Haglat call
upon Me in the day of trouble: | will deliver thee, andutsbalt glorify Me.” 1 Corinthians 10:13; Psalm 50:14, Txesire of
Ages,page 126.

‘In the dungeon’

12. How did a king's weakness lead to Jeremiah being throwmio the miry dungeon as a traitor? Jeremiah 38:3-6;
Lamentations 3:6, 53.

NOTE: ‘When called to drink of the cup of tribulation asmtrow, and when tempted in his misery to say, “Myngjtle and

my hope is perished from the Lord,” he recalled theigences of God in his behalf, and triumphantly exclaimids ©f the

Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because Hipassions fail not. They are new every morning: gredihisfaith-

fulness.” My Life Todaypage 327.

13. Whom did God prompt to go to the King to ask for Jeremah'’s release? Jeremiah 38:7-13.

NOTE: ‘The people of God in these last days must expestter into the thick of the conflict, for the prapic Word says,
“The dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to nveewith the remnant of her seed, which keep the camdmants
of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Chr&vist Triumphant,page 259.

‘The people of God, some in prison cells, some hiddenlitagoretreats in the forests and the mountaing,@éhd for divine
protection, while in every quarter companies of armed megduon by hosts of evil angels, are preparing for the work of
death. It is now, in the hour of utmost extremity, ttheg God of Israel will interpose for the deliverancélisf chosen. Saith
the Lord; “Ye shall have a song, as in the night waérly solemnity is kept; and gladness of heart, as whergoeth . . . to
come into the mountain of the Lord, to the Mighty @fésrael. And the Lord shall cause His glorious voicbddeard, and
shall show the lighting down of His arm, with the indigoatof His anger, and with the flame of a devouring fivigh scatter-
ing, and tempest, and hailstones.” Isaiah 30:29,@@&at Controversypage 635.

‘We must cherish and cultivate the faith of which preighand apostles have testified, the faith that lal ¢rothe promises
of God and waits for deliverance in His appointed timewang The sure word of prophecy will meet its final fulfént in the
glorious advent of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, iag #fi kings and Lord of lordsMaranatha,page 58.

Lesson 9: May 27-June 2
‘Lord, Thou knowest’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘Blessed is the man that trusteth in tbedl_and whose hope the Lord is.” Jeremiah 17:7.
STUDY HELP:Christian Servicepage 107.
LESSON AIM: To show the personal spiritual life ofglmiah, his prayers and his concerns, and how God aedweem.

Introduction

‘Perplexed in spirit, bowed down with sorrow over the suffgs of those who had refused to repent of their diresptophet
appealed to God for further enlightenment concerning thaelpurpose for mankind. . . . The prayer of the proplastgra-
ciously answered. “The word of the Lord unto Jeremiatthat hour of distress, when the faith of the messesfgenth was
being tried as by fire, was: “Behold, | am the Lord, e of all flesh: is there anything too hard for M&®pie city was soon
to fall into the hand of the Chaldeans; its gates and gmlaere to be set on fire and burned; but, notwithsigritiie fact that
destruction was imminent and the inhabitants of Jerusakmm tw be carried away captive, nevertheless theadteurpose of
Jehovah for Israel was yet to be fulfille@rophets & Kingspages 470, 471.

‘Unto thee have | revealed my cause’

1. How do the writings of Jeremiah show his personal loneiless and how the Lord was often his only support?
Lamentations 3:14; Lamentations 3:52-58.

NOTE: ‘He whose heart is fixed to serve God will fingportunity to witness for Him. Difficulties will be powess to hinder
him who is determined to seek first the kingdom of GodHisdighteousness. In the strength gained by prayer ahdlg of
the word, he will seek virtue and forsake vice. Lookingdsus, the Author and Finisher of the faith, who erttire contra-
diction of sinners against Himself, the believer willlimgly brave contempt and derision. And help and graufficient for
every circumstance are promised by Him whose word tis.tHis everlasting arms encircle the soul that turrigino for aid.
In His care we may rest safely, saying, “What tinaen afraid, | will trust in Thee.” Psalm 56:3. To alho put their trust in
Him, God will fulfil His promise.’Acts of the Apostlepage 467.

2. How did God describe his treacherous family, and what arning was Jeremiah given? Jeremiah 12:6. Compare
Psalm 27:10-14.



NOTE: ‘The time is right upon us when every kind of deaepinill be practised. Christ says, “Beware of false petph
which come to you in sheep’s clothing.” They speakyairds, but all the time they are watching to see timy can get gain
for themselves. They are full of selfishness, and workr@ss purposes with God. “Ye shall know them by threits,” the
Saviour declaresYouth'’s InstructorJuly 31. 1902.

‘The swelling of Jordan’

3.  What question did Jeremiah ask of God concerning the widd? Jeremiah 12:1. Compare Psalm 73:3, 5, 12-13.
NOTE: ‘The mysterious providence which permits the Bght to suffer persecution at the hand of the wickedbéers a
cause of great perplexity to many who are weak in faitmeSare even ready to cast away their confidence th Gerause
He suffers the basest of men to prosper, while thedmespurest are afflicted and tormented by their cruel pdi@w, it is
asked, can One who is just and merciful, and who is afsate in power, tolerate such injustice and oppressitms is a
guestion with which we have nothing to do. God has given tigisnf evidence of His love, and we are not to doubt His
goodness because we cannot understand the workings of Hidgmroei Said the Saviour to His disciples, foreseeing the
doubts that would press upon their souls in days of trial atkthelss, “Remember the word that | said unto you, Theseis

not greater than his lord. If they have persecutedtvmy will also persecute you.” [John 15:20.] Jesus sedféor us more
than any of his followers can be made to suffer throbgtctuelty of wicked men. Those who are called to enddutere and
martyrdom, are but following in the steps of God'’s dear. Stime Lord is not slack concerning His promise.” [2 P&t8.] He
does not forget or neglect His children; but He perthitgswicked to reveal their true character, that none désire to do His
will may be deceived concerning them. Again, the rigideare placed in the furnace of affliction, that theynmbkelves may be
purified; that their example may convince others of gadity of faith and godliness; and also that their coesiscourse may
condemn the ungodly and unbelievin@reat Controversypages 47-48.

4. How did God respond to the prayer of Jeremiah? Jeremiali2:5.

NOTE: ‘Instead of developing a character and enduringdridl bearing with courage and perseverance, they sink tneder
cloud. Said the angel, “If thou hast run with the footraad they have wearied thee, then how canst thou cbwi#imhorses?
And if in the land of peace wherein thou trustedst, thewrned thee, then how wilt thou do in the swelling ofdaaf”
[Jeremiah 12:5]. The time of trouble is before us, arideife is lack of courage and ambition now, how willytpass the fear-
ful scenes of that trying hour®anuscript Releases, volume page 331.

‘Go and stand in the gate’

5.  What taunting question did the people of Judah ask Jeremiahderemiah 17:15.

NOTE: ‘As the gospel message spread in Pisidia, theliawing Jews of Antioch in their blind prejudice “stidreip the de-
vout and honourable women, and the chief men of ittye and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, artk@éxpe
them” from that district. The apostles were not disaged by this treatment; they remembered the words of Mester:
“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persgouteand shall say all manner of evil against you falder My
sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is yourdemwaeaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which lvegore
you.” Matthew 5:11, 12 Acts of the Apostlepage 176.

6. In direct answer to Jeremiah’s prayer, what task did Godgive him? Jeremiah 17:19-22

NOTE: ‘Paul knew that there was before the churagma of great peril. He knew that faithful, earnest woduid have to be
done by those left in charge of the churches; and heewwsdlimothy, “I charge thee therefore before God,thed ord Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at His appeanthéflis kingdom; preach the word; be instant in seastmmfo
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffeang doctrine.” This solemn charge to one so zealousathéduf as was
Timothy is a strong testimony to the importance asponsibility of the work of the gospel minister. Summgniimothy

before the bar of God, Paul bids him preach the wartihre sayings and customs of men; to be ready to sitioesGod

whenever opportunity should present itself, before largeregagons and private circles, by the way and atiteside, to

friends and to enemies, whether in safety or exposed tisiiip and peril, reproach and los&cts of the Apostlepages 502-
503.

‘Gol’

7. Inthe verbal onslaught of his enemies how did the hely Jeremiah cry out to God? Jeremiah 18:18-19.

NOTE: ‘If we are determined not to be separated froenSburce of our strength, Jesus will be just as deternmoniael &t our
right hand to help us, that we shall not be put to shaf@d our enemies. The grace of Christ can accomfarshs that
which all our efforts will fail to do.Counsels on Healtpage 424

8. Inresponse to his anguish what activity did God set faleremiah? Jeremiah 19: 1-2.

NOTE: ‘For the disheartened there is a sure remedi, farayer, work. Faith and activity will impart assuta and satisfac-
tion that will increase day by day. Are you tempted to gag to feelings of anxious foreboding or utter despondelnciive
darkest days, when appearances seem most forbiddingote&tave faith in God. He knows your need. He hagaller. His
infinite love and compassion never weary. Fear not tieawit fail of fulfilling His promise. He is eternatuth. Never will He
change the covenant He has made with those who love Hioh.H& will bestow upon His faithful servants the meastire o
efficiency that their need demandShristian Servicepage 107.



‘Sing!

9. When he heard of the plotting of his enemies againstrhi to whom did Jeremiah unburden his heart? Jeremiah
20:10, 12.

NOTE: ‘Let all who are afflicted or unjustly used co/&od. Turn away from those whose hearts are as ateimake your

requests known to your Maker. Never is one repulsed whesomHim with a contrite heart. Not one sincerypr is lost.

Amid the anthems of the celestial choir, God hdmesties of the weakest human beirightist’'s Object Lessonpage 174.

10. By what means did Jeremiah the musician express his caénce in God’s ability to deliver? Jeremiah 20:13.
NOTE: ‘In just a little time Christ will come in powand great glory, and what a terrible thing it would heefshould not be
ready! Let us get ready at once. Separate evil frombhegin to sing the song of praise and rejoicing here beletwour lips
be tuned to praise God. Angels in heaven are praising IGibak dime, and here are mortals for whom Christtle#t heavenly
home and suffered mockery, insult, and death, that He nifghislup to sit in heavenly places, and they offer no safing
praise. If you sit in heavenly places with Christ, yanrot refrain from praising God. Begin to educate yougues to praise
Him and train your hearts to make melody to God; andhwthe evil one begins to settle his gloom about you, giatse to
God. When things go crossways at your homes, strike apgabout the matchless charms of the Son of God, atid/ou,
when you touch this strain, Satan will leave you. You dave out the enemy with his gloom; and you can sees@ much
clearer, the love and compassion of your heavenlyeFath Heavenly Placegpage 95.

‘New every morning’

11. How did Jeremiah extol the goodness of God in the nstlof hatred and loneliness? Lamentations 3:22-23.

NOTE: ‘Naturally of a timid and shrinking disposition, deriah longed for the peace and quiet of a life of retinénvehere

he need not witness the continued impenitence of higdetioation. His heart was wrung with anguish over thewiought

by sin. The experiences through which Jeremiah passi idays of his youth and also in the later years ofhinistry,

taught him the lesson that “the way of man is notimself: it is not in man that walketh to direct hispsté He learned to
pray, “O Lord, correct me, but with judgment; not in Thamger, lest Thou bring me to nothing” (Jeremiah 10:23,\2kgn

called to drink of the cup of tribulation and sorrow, aneémkempted in his misery to say, “My strength and my heper-

ished from the Lord,” he recalled the providences o Go his behalf and triumphantly exclaimed, “It is of theed’s mer-

cies that we are not consumed, because His compassionat. . . . The Lord is my portion, saith my sothlerefore will |

hope in Him.’Conflict & Courage page 237.

12. Although the problems Jeremiah faced did not cease, whatas the basis of his hope? Lamentations 3:24-26. Con-
sider Jeremiah 17:7-8.

NOTE: ‘Not only are we to rejoice, but we are to ‘igldn tribulations also; knowing that tribulation workethtience; and

patience, experience; and experience, hope; and hope nmadtetishamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in o

hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto uSigns of the Time&ebruary 18, 1903.

Lesson 10: June 3-9
Will ye not receive instruction?

MEMORY VERSE: ‘Ye shall walk in the ways which therboyour God commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may
be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days él#md which ye shall possess.” Deuteronomy 5:33.

STUDY HELP: Christ’s Object Lessongage 117.

Aim: To see in this living object lesson, the obedeeand honour that God looks for in those who call Hathér.

Introduction

‘Temporal and spiritual prosperity are made conditionahupmedience to the law of God. But we do not read God'sdWo
and thus become familiar with the terms of the bleg#iat is to be given to all who hearken diligently to Gddiv and teach
it diligently in their families. Obedience to God’'s Wasdour life, our happinessChild Guidancepage 80.

‘Bring them into the house of the Lord’

1. Inthe days of Jehoiakim to whose house was Jeremiah coranded to go? Jeremiah 35:1-2, first part.

NOTE: ‘Those times of change, so fraught with perthi® Israelitish nation, were marked with many messfges Heaven
through Jeremiah. . . . As the threatened danger came, ¢clesiaught the people by means of a series of actedgmrabp-
ing thus to arouse them to a sense of their obligatiédod.’ Prophets & Kingspage 423.

2. Where did God instruct Jeremiah to take the whole hose of the Rechabites? Jeremiah 35:2, middle part.
NOTE: ‘Those today to whom the Lord has given gregtliill find their only safety in walking in the way of therd, plac-



ing themselves where He can carry out His will throtiggm. God will do large things for those who will leafHim, not
taking counsel of themselves, but of Him who never makesstake. Our safety, our wisdom, is in recognisind) laeeding
God's instructions SDA Bible Commentary, volumepage 1032.

‘A man of God’
3. To whom did the room belong? Jeremiah 35:4. See 1 Kings 6:3-9

4. Who was the grandfather of the sons of Hanan? How is he stxibed? Jeremiah 35:4.

NOTE: ‘We who claim to believe the truth should reveal itstérin our words and character. We are to be far addanca
knowledge of Jesus Christ, in the reception of His love foit @&d for our neighbour, in order to have the sunligteafven
shining in our daily life. Truth must reach down to thepsst recesses of the soul, and cleanse away everyitilikg the
spirit of Christ, and the vacuum be supplied by the attribeftéis character who was pure and holy and undefiled aththe
springs of the heart may be as flowers, fragrant witfupe, a sweet-smelling savour, a savour of life unto liifes truth en-
shrined in the soul that makes one a man of Godr’'Father Carespage 92.

‘We will drink no wine’

5.  When they were come in, what did Jeremiah set before ¢hsons of the house of the Rechabites? Jeremiah 35:5.
NOTE: ‘Every soul of us living upon the face of the eanilst have our test and trials. Circumstances will oattine provi-
dence of God when we will be called to vindicate ouhfai¥e shall give decided evidence which side we are onshél
either be decidedly the vindicators of God's holy lawpn the side of the transgresso3hrist Triumphantpage 59.

6. What was their reply? Jeremiah 35:6 (first part)

NOTE: ‘Children are admonished by the apostle to dheyr parents in the Lord, to be helpful and submissive®se who
truly love God will not strive for their own way anduth bring unhappiness to themselves and to others. THiegtnvie to
represent Christ in character. How precious is the thaigtitthe youth who strive against sin, who believe] wait and
watch for Christ's appearing, who submit to parent#henity, and who love the Lord Jesus, will be amongé¢heho love
His appearing and who meet Him in peate Heavenly Placegage 216.

‘Our father commanded us’

7. What five injunctions had their father Jonadab, the son oRechab, placed upon them? Jeremiah 35:6, last part-7.
NOTE: ‘Those who have the mind of Christ will keepdliGod’'s commandments, irrespective of circumstances Mdajesty
of heaven says, “I have kept my Father's commandmgidkh 15:10). Adam and Eve dared to transgress the Loglisee
ments, and the terrible result of their sin should beming to us not to follow their example of disobedienceistprayed
for His disciples in these words: “Sanctify them throdgly truth: Thy word is truth” (John 17:17). There isgemuine sanc-
tification except through obedience to the truth. Those ht® God with all the heart will love all His commandrtsealso.
The sanctified heart is in harmony with the preceptGad’s law; for they are holy, just, and good@itie Sanctified Lifepage
67.

8. How faithful had they been to their father's word, excet in the one circumstance of lately moving into Jerusalefh
Jeremiah 35:8-10. See verse 11.

NOTE: ‘The prophet Malachi raises the questions, “Whay mbide the day of His coming? And who shall stand when H

appeareth?” . . . It is an exalted privilege to becomne smd daughters of God. Says Christ, “I have kept My Fatbem-

mandments.” Christ pleased His Father in all thingsyais His meat and drink to do the will of His Fatheheaven. We

should imitate Christ in His implicit obedience to Hather's commandsReview & HeraldJanuary 5, 1886.

‘Will ye not receive instruction?’

9.  When the word of the Lord came again to Jeremiah, what guion was he to ask the citizens of Judah and Jerusa-
lem? Jeremiah 35:13.
NOTE: ‘Christ overlooked the world and all ages from lieéght of Olivet; and His words are applicable to evaayl who
slights the pleadings of divine mercy. Scorner of ldise, He addresses you today. It is “thou, even thou,” wiooldest
know the things that belong to thy peace. Christ is shediitey tears for you, who have no tears to shed dorrself. Al-
ready that fatal hardness of heart which destroyed lthedees is manifest in you. And every evidence of theegof God,
every ray of divine light, is either melting and subduing thé,sor confirming it in hopeless impenitence. Chrisefaw that
Jerusalem would remain obdurate and impenitent; yet afjutiie all the consequences of rejected mercy, lay abhwe door.
Thus it will be with every soul who is following the saroourse. The Lord declares, “O Israel, thou hast destrihyself.”
“Hear, O earth: behold, | will bring evil upon this peqpmeen the fruit of their thoughts, because they hatéhearkened
unto My words, nor to My law, but rejected it.” Hosea 13#emiah 6:19Desire of Agesgpage 588.
“Then came the word of the Lord unto Jeremiah, saying Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitdnisrasalem,
Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to My wordsfth the Lord. The words of Jonadab the son of Rethabhe com-
manded his sons not to drink wine, are performed; for tmisoday they drink none, but obey their father’s comanaent.”
Here God contrasts the obedience of the Rechabitbsthétdisobedience and rebellion of His people, who watl receive



His words of reproof and warning. The Rechabites werercamded for their ready and willing obedience, while Godaplee
refused to be reproved by their propheBohflict & Courage page 238.

10. What was God'’s promised blessing on the Rechabites fdndir obedience to their earthly father? Jeremiah 35:18,
19.

NOTE: ‘So it is with every other one of God's requirerse All His gifts are promised on condition of obedier@ed has a

heaven full of blessings for those who will co-openaitth Him. All who obey Him may with confidence claitine fulfilment

of His promises.Christ’'s Object Lessonpage 145.

‘That ye may prolong your days’

11. What was God'’s intention in giving His laws to the Childen of Israel? Deuteronomy 5:29, 33; Malachi 1:5; Isaiah
60:1-3.

NOTE: ‘Not long hence it will be found that it is night matter to work against God in a single instance.lblog hence it
will be found that the approval of God is worth morartany amount of silver and gold. It will be found thaktery action
there has been an invisible witness who has takgnizance, and has written it in a book, so that every withiibe judged
according to what he has done, whether it be good arlewihat day sentence will be pronounced against evezthmat has
done evil, whether he be Jew or Gentile, small eagrrich or poor, free or bond. The wise man sa&§scduse sentence
against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefaeheart of the sons of men is fully set in them t@db Though a
sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolorygedgurely | know that it shall be well with them thaaf God,
which fear before him.”"Review & HeraldOctober 1, 1895.

12. What is the ultimate blessing for obedience? Revelatic?2:14.

NOTE: ‘The gates of the city will swing back on thglittering hinges, and the nations that have kept the wilitenter in. A
crown will be placed on every head. The words will bekep: “Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kinggoepared
for you from the foundation of the world.” Whom is iepiared for? For the obedient, those who keep His commneansnand
do His will. As holy angels touch their harps, He wamis to follow, singing the song of triumph in the city add> Sons &
Daughters of Godpage 363.

Lesson 11: June 10-16
“To build and to plant’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘For here we have no continuing city, butsgek one to come.” Hebrews 13:14.
STUDY HELP:God’s Amazing Graceyage 372.
LESSON AIM: To consider the complete and ultimatdgahg of the kingdom of God.

Introduction

‘Amid the general ruin into which the nation was rapjfiyssing, Jeremiah was often permitted to look beyond stresking
scenes of the present to the glorious prospects dtithee, when God’s people should be ransomed from the fathek @n-
emy and planted again in ZiorRrophets & Kingspage 408.

‘Will gather him and keep him’

1. As well as giving Jeremiah warnings for rebellious Judahwhat other message had God for them? Jeremiah 1:10,
last part.

NOTE: 'Of his call to the prophetic mission, Jeremiimself wrote: “The Lord put forth His hand, and touchedmmouth.

And the Lord said unto me, Behold, | have put My wordhjnmouth. See, | have this day set thee over the satiod over

the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to des&og,to throw down, to build, and to plant.” Jeremiah 1 Thank

God for the words, “to build, and to plant.” By these waldsemiah was assured of the Lord’s purpose to restdreodeal.’

Prophets & Kingspage 409.

2. What promises did God give to Judah? Jeremiah 31:24-28; Jeremi&d1:10; Jeremiah 23: 26.

NOTE: ‘Tidings of this decree reached the farthernpostinces of the king’s realm, and everywhere among tiiidren of
the dispersion there was great rejoicing. Many, likaeiBlahad been studying the prophecies, and had been gd&e&thfor
His promised intervention in behalf of Zion. And nowitlprayers were being answereBrophets & Kingspage 559.

3. After all his earlier heartbreak and anguish, how does Jemiah express his comfortable relief in these prophie
words? Jeremiah 31:26.

NOTE: *“Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith yoGiod. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry untaledrher

warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardonéshiah 40:1, 2. In the darkest days of her long conflith wvil, the



church of God has been given revelations of the atgrarpose of Jehovah. His people have been permittedkdokyond
the trials of the present to the triumphs of the fitwhen, the warfare having been accomplished, themedkewill enter into
possession of the promised lan@dd’s Amazing Graceyage 372,

‘Believe in the Lord your God’

4. How did Jeremiah demonstrate his faith in God’s plan? dremiah 32:6-9.

NOTE: ‘Laying fast hold on the promises of God, Jeremiighmeans of an acted parable, illustrated beforentreitants of
the fated city his strong faith in the ultimate fulfémt of God’s purpose for His people. In the presence ofessétes, and with
careful observance of all necessary legal formsuhehpsed for seventeen shekels an ancestral field siinatezineighbour-
ing village of Anathoth. From every human point of viewsthurchase of land in territory already under the cobwofrthe
Babylonians, appeared to be an act of folly. The propineself had been foretelling the destruction of Jernsalke desola-
tion of Judea, and the utter ruin of the kingdom. He had pesphesying a long period of captivity in faraway Babylah.
ready advanced in years, he could never hope to recaisenpé benefit from the purchase he had made. Howevestuug
of the prophecies that were recorded in the Scripturesteatied within his heart a firm conviction that therd_purposed to
restore to the children of the captivity their antipossession of the Land of Promise. With the eyaiti fleremiah saw the
exiles returning at the end of the years of afflictiad eeoccupying the land of their fathers. Through thehase of the Ana-
thoth estate he would do what he could to inspire othighsthe hope that brought so much comfort to his owmthdroph-
ets & Kings,page 466-469.

5. On the basis of what promise did Jeremiah tell Baruchd put away the signed evidence in an earthen vessel for
safety? Jeremiah 32:15.

NOTE: ‘Having signed the deeds of transfer and securecbilngersignatures of witnesses, Jeremiah charged Barushdi

retary: “Take these evidences, this evidence of thehpse; both which is sealed, and this evidence which is epehput

them in an earthen vessel, that they may continue mhayy. For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God o&lsHouses and

fields and vineyards shall be possessed again in this lamerhidd 32:14, 15Prophets & Kingspage 469.

‘Let him go up to Jerusalem’

6. What details did Ezra the scribe record of the returnof the exiles to their own land at the end of the senty years
captivity? Ezra 1:1-3, 5-7; 2:1; 64-67, 3:4.

NOTE: ‘Under the favour shown them by Cyrus, nearly fitousand of the children of the captivity had takeraathge of

the decree permitting their return. These, howevecomparison with the hundreds of thousands scattered tiwotithe

provinces of Medo-Persia, were but a mere remnant.giéeg majority of the Israelites had chosen to renmathe land of

their exile rather than undergo the hardships of therrgburney and the re-establishment of their desolates @and homes.’

Prophets & Kingspage 598.

7. In spite of the fact that the ten northern tribes hadgone into captivity earlier than Judah and were now scattexd,

what picture did God give of both houses of Israel unéd as a single kingdom? Jeremiah 33:7; Jeremiah 23:3-6.
NOTE: ‘Jeremiah also bore witness of the coming Redeasha Prince of the house of David: “Behold, the dayse, saith
the Lord, that | will raise unto David a righteous Bttanand a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgmeknt a
justice in the earth. In His days Judah shall be savediseael shall dwell safely: and this is His name wherebyshiall be
called, The Lord Our RighteousnessAtts of the Apostlepage 223.

‘The everlasting covenant’

8. What was to unite them? Jeremiah 31:31-33.

NOTE: ‘The Abrahamic covenant was ratified by the bleddChrist, and it is called the “second,” or “new,” coaat, be-

cause the blood by which it was sealed was shed afteiabe of the first covenant. The covenant of grace isamew truth,

for it existed in the mind of God from all eternity. $hs why it is called the everlasting covenaiihe Faith | Live Bypage

77.

‘Whoever of the human family give themselves to Christpever hear the truth and obey it, become childfezne family.

The ignorant and the wise, the rich and the poorh#athen and the slave, white or black, Jesus paid tickgae money for
their souls. If they believe on Him, His cleansingdul is applied to them. The black man’s name is writighé book of life

beside the white man’s. All are one in ChriSiglected Messages, boolpage 342.

9. How does God through the new covenant in Christ, yearrof the return and love of His prodigal sons and daugh-
ters in the human race? Jeremiah 24:7; Jeremiah 32:38-41. Compakzekiel 11:17-20, Revelation 21:7.
NOTE: ‘l was pointed to some who are in the greadresf believing that it is their duty to go to Old dsalem, and think they
have a work to do there before the Lord comes. Suchvaisiealculated to take the mind and interest from thseprtework
of the Lord, under the message of the third angel; foethd® think that they are yet to go to Jerusalem wilehtheir minds
there, and their means will be withheld from the caxfgeresent truth to get themselves and others theré also saw that
Old Jerusalem never would be built up; and that Satan was llisimgmost to lead the minds of the children of the Liotd
these things now, in the gathering time, to keep them fhwowing their whole interest into the present workhef Lord, and
to cause them to neglect the necessary preparatitmefolay of the Lord.Early Writings,pages 75, 76.



10. What did Jeremiah say concerning the promised Messiah whoomld establish the New or Everlasting Covenant
through his blood? Jeremiah 23:5.

NOTE: ‘Of the church of Christ it is written, “This the name wherewith she shall be called. The LordR@hteousness”

(Jeremiah 33:16). This name is put upon every follower of Chiriis the heritage of the child of God. The fanmake called

after the Father. The prophet Jeremiah, in the timsrael’s sore distress and tribulation, prayed, “We @alled by Thy

name; leave us not (Jeremiah 14:@dd’s Amazing Gracgage 94.

‘The kingdom of God shall be taken from you’

11. Where in the Gospels does Jesus state that the literadtion of Judah had been rejectedAnd for what were they
condemned?Matthew 21:43; Matthew 23:13.

NOTE: ‘Christ would have averted the doom of the Jewistomdf the people had received Him. But envy and jealonagle
them implacable. They determined that they would nmgtive Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah. They rejéetddght of the
world, and thenceforth their lives were surrounded walkness as the darkness of midnight. The doom foretold cpore
the Jewish nation. Their own fierce passions, unotiath, wrought their ruin. In their blind rage they destbgae another.
Their rebellious, stubborn pride brought upon them the veftheir Roman conquerors. Jerusalem was destroyedsripe
laid in ruins, and its site ploughed like a field. The cfeitdof Judah perished by the most horrible forms of dédilhions
were sold, to serve as bondmen in heathen lands. As a&pheplews had failed of fulfilling God's purpose, andvtheyard
was taken from them. The privileges they had abusedydile they had slighted, was entrusted to oth&&rist's Object
Lessonspages 295-296.

12. Under the everlasting covenant what are the characterigts of those who form the kingdom of God? Daniel 7:14,
27; Revelation 22:14.

NOTE: ‘None who have had the light of truth will entiee city of God as commandment-breakers. His lasvdtehe founda-
tion of His government in earth and in heaven. If thayehknowingly trampled upon and despised His law on thk,dhgy
will not be taken to heaven to do the same work th@wexe is no change of character when Christ comes.chbracter-
building is to go on during the hours of probation. Day byttieir actions are registered in the books of heavehireey will
in the great day of God be rewarded as their works haar Itewill then be seen who receives the blessiBtgssed are they
that do His commandments, that they may have rigtitedree of life, and may enter in through the getiesthe city” (Reve-
lation 22:14).’Faith & Works,page 43.

‘The New Jerusalem’

13. Which Jerusalem is to be the holy city - the literal edhly city of Jerusalem or the New Jerusalemderemiah 31:11,
12. Compare Matthew 24:1, 2, Hebrews 13:14; Revelation 21:1-5¢®elation 22:14.

NOTE: ‘We are homeward bound. He who loved us so muct di tfor us hath builded for us a city. The New Jerusaem

our place of rest. There will be no sadness in theofitgod. No wail of sorrow, no dirge of crushed hopes and dafiec-

tions, will evermore be heard. Soon the garmenkseatiiness will be changed for the wedding garment. Seoshall withess

the coronation of our King. Those whose lives haventigdden with Christ, those who on this earth have foughigbod

fight of faith, will shine forth with the Redeemer's glan the kingdom of God.The Faith | Live Bypage 362.

‘It is stated of Abraham that he looked for a city whbe#der and maker is God [Hebrews 11:10, 16]. So with evreyof

us. We are only pilgrims and strangers in this world.aMeseeking the city which Abraham looked for, whasiéder and

maker is God.In Heavenly Placegpage 112.

14. How will God’s everlasting plan for a nation of kings andpriests, alluded to in Jeremiah 33:17-18, be fulfilled in
those who serve and follow Chris2Exodus 19:6; 1 Peter 2:9-10; Revelation 1:6.

NOTE: ‘And the remnant are not only pardoned and acceptthonoured. “A fair mitre” is set upon their heads.yfaee to

be as kings and priests unto God . . . These are thestémat upon Mount Zion with the Lamb, having the Fatherisenarit-

ten in their foreheads. They sing the new song belfier¢hirone, that song which no man can learn save thdréul and forty

and four thousand, which were redeemed from the e@tiunsels for the Churcipage 353.

Lesson 12: June 17-23
‘The heart is deceitful’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘Now all these things happened unto thermeftsamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore ifatthat thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” in®dans
10:11-12.

STUDY HELP: Testimonies volume page 258

LESSON AIM: To consider how it is possible to thinkeas all right when one is all wrong, and how God essto correct

us.



Introduction

‘Ministers and people are unprepared for the time in whiely tive, and nearly all who profess to believe preseith are
unprepared to understand the work of preparation for this timiheir present state of worldly ambition, with thieick of
consecration to God, their devotion to self, theywlnelly unfitted to receive the latter rain and, havitone all, to stand
against the wrath of Satan, who by his inventions di@aluse them to make shipwreck of faith, fastening upon thera so
pleasing self-deception. They think they are all righen they are all wrongTestimonies, volume fiage 466.

Ropes of sand
1. What were the promises that the Children of Israel maddo God when He first brought them out of Egypt, and
how successful was their resolve? Jeremiah 2:20; Jeremi@t8-11.

NOTE: “You will be in constant peril until you understathe true force of the will. You may believe and prona#iehings,
but your promises or your faith are of no value until pati your will on the side of faith and action. If you fighe fight of
faith with all your will-power, you will conquer. Yourdings, your impressions, your emotions, are not tousted, for they
are not reliable, especially with your perverted ideast the knowledge of your broken promises and your forfeited @edge
weakens your confidence in yourself, and the faith foéiat in you. But you need not despair. . . . It is far tgoyield up your
will to the will of Jesus Christ; and as you do this, @ddlimmediately take possession, and work in you to ailtl to do of
His good pleasure. Your whole nature will then be brougbeuthe control of the Spirit of Christ; and even youugtds
will be subject to Him.’Messages to Young Peoptages 151-152.

2. Because the people of Judah had forsaken God and turned sexual immorality what had they brought upon
themselves? Jeremiah 2:14-17.

NOTE: ‘The crime that brought the judgments of God upon lisvas that of licentiousness. The forwardness of wotoen
entrap souls did not end at Baal-peor. Notwithstanding thestpoment that followed the sinners in Israel, the saneecwvas
repeated many times. Satan was most active in seekimgke Israel’'s overthrow complete. The licentious praatf the
Hebrews accomplished for them that which all the ararbf nations and the enchantments of Balaam couldmdthey be-
came separated from their God. Their covering and piateatere removed from them. God turned to be theimgneThe
Adventist Homepage 326.

‘Truth is perished’

3. How did God express the completeness of their falhtio apostasy? Jeremiah 1:16; Jeremiah 2:12-13; Jeremiah
2:11.

NOTE: ‘We are to enter into no confederacy with those whonaldove or fear God. Those who have not the lighgretent
truth, who are unable to endure the seeing of Him whiovisible, are surrounded by spiritual darkness thas ihe darkness
of midnight. Within, all is dreariness. They know nag theaning of joy in the Lord. They take no interastternal realities.
Their attention is engrossed by the trifling things offearhey make haste unto vanity, striving by unfair mse@ obtain ad-
vantages. Having forsaken God, the fountain of livingevgtthey hew out for themselves broken cisternsctmathold no
water. Let it not be thus with those who have tastegtwer of the world to comeCounsels on Healtlpage 300.

4. How did God emphasise the evil and bitter thing they hadione? Jeremiah 2:19. ‘Forsaken the Lord thy God . . .
My fear is not in thee.” Compare the strong last-day appd of Revelation 14:7.

NOTE: ‘In this time of well-nigh universal apostasy, Gmalls upon His messengers to proclaim His law in thetsoid

power of Elias. As John the Baptist, in preparing a pefopl€hrist’s first advent, called their attention to ffen Command-

ments, so we are to give, with no uncertain soundmibgsage: “Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the houti® judg-

ment is come.” With the earnestness that charaateESgh the prophet and John the Baptist, we are iwesto prepare the

way for Christ's second adventhe Faith | Live Bypage 290.

‘I am not polluted’

5. With what direct words did God express the result otheir transgression? Jeremiah 9:3; Jeremiah 7:28. Consider
2 Peter 1:10-12.
NOTE: ‘God’s covenant with them had been, “Obey My voag] | will be your God, and ye shall be My people: aatkw
ye in all the ways that | have commanded you, that it beayvell unto you.” Shamelessly and repeatedly had thiseove
been broken. The chosen nation had “walked in the ctsuaisd in the imagination of their evil heart, and wedikward, and
not forward.” Jeremiah 7:23, 24. “Why,” the Lord inquir&d,this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a perpetualltshcks
ing?” Jeremiah 8:5. In the language of the prophet itbeaause they had obeyed not the voice of the Lord theiaGbtiad
refused to be corrected. See Jeremiah 5:3. “Truth ishgel,” he mourned, “and is cut off from their mouth.” ET$tork in the
heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtlelmdraine and the swallow observe the time of their agniiat My
people know not the judgment of the Lord.” “Shall | naitvthem for these things? saith the Lord: shall Mgtsoul be
avenged on such a nation as this?” Jeremiah 7:28; 8:7; aérerdi'Prophets & Kingspage 414.

6. What was their astonishing response to God? Jeremiah 2:23, 2&st part.
NOTE: ‘Let those who feel inclined to make a highfession of holiness look into the mirror of God'’s lafs they see its
far-reaching claims, and understand its work as a digcefrthe thoughts and intents of the heart, they witl Inmast of



sinlessness. “If we,” says John, not separating hfrfreeh his brethren, “say that we have no sin, we deceivselves, and
the truth is not in us.” “If we say that we have sinined, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.'W# confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, andl¢éanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:8, 18,c$s’of the
Apostlespage 562.

‘We are lords’

7. Considering the many gods they had made for themselves,tiviwhat words do they call upon God in the day of
trouble? Jeremiah 2:27-29.
NOTE: ‘Inspiration declares, “The sacrifice of the kéd is abomination: how much more, when he bringeth it aitvicked
mind?” Proverbs 21:27. The God of heaven is “of purer eyestthhehold evil,” and cannot “look on iniquity.” Habakkuk
1:13. It is not because He is unwilling to forgive thattties from the transgressor; it is because the siafieses to make
use of the abundant provisions of grace that God is utableliver from sin. “The Lord’s hand is not shortertbdy it cannot
save; neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear: buit yiquities have separated between you and your God, andipsu
have hid His face from you, that He will not hear.” #&869:1-2.'Prophets & Kingspage 323.

8. What searching questions did God ask the people of Judah @émvhat was their response? Jeremiah 2:31.

NOTE: ‘Men must not lift up themselves in their ownitie wisdom, as did ancient Israel, take themselvesfaiie hands of
God, and think in their human wisdom and supposed smartnessathelo much better when left to their own imaginings.
Thus thought the inhabitants of the world destroyed by a f\abn they fully decided that they had no need of God, ttheen
Lord decided He had no need of them, and they and allvfakied works perished in the waters of the flood. Oh Guake

us know Thy ways and to choose to be led and guided byfidrying counsel.1888 Materialspage 777.

9. How did God warn them about glorying in themselves? Jererah 9:23-24.

NOTE: “This is life eternal,” Christ said, “thately might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christiwhimu hast
sent.” John 17:3. And the prophet Jeremiah declared:rdethe wise man glory in his wisdom, neither letithighty man

glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in hishis: but let him that glorieth glory in this, that hederstandeth and
knoweth Me, that | am the Lord which exercise loving-kiesk, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: foesetthings |
delight, saith the Lord.” Jeremiah 9:23, 24cts of the Apostlepage 531.

‘I am innocent ... | have not sinned’

10. As God looked upon the people of Judah, what did He &@ Jeremiah 2:34.

NOTE: ‘The Saviour’s words revealed to His hearersfdlgce that, while they were condemning others as trassgrs, they
were themselves equally guilty; for they were cherisiradice and hatred. Across the sea from the place wheyewere
assembled was the country of Bashan, a lonely regiorseMvidd gorges and wooded hills had long been a favouritengurk
ground for criminals of all descriptions. Reports of rogtserd murder committed there were fresh in the mindiseopeople,
and many were zealous in denouncing these evildoetheAiame time they were themselves passionate arehtions; they
cherished the most bitter hatred of their Roman oppressul felt themselves at liberty to hate and desfiisthar peoples,
and even their own countrymen who did not in all thingsfarm to their ideas. In all this they were violatihg taw which
declares, “Thou shalt not kill. Thoughts from the Mount of Blessipgges 55-56.

11. In contrast, what was their protesting reply? Jeremiah 235.

NOTE: ‘We must have a knowledge of ourselves, a knowleddeniiaesult in contrition, before we can find pardand
peace. The Pharisee felt no conviction of sin. Théy Fpirit could not work with him. His soul was encasedairself-
righteous armour which the arrows of God, barbed andairaed by angel hands, failed to penetrate. It is only hekmlows
himself to be a sinner that Christ can save. He cambéal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance tcahitves, and re-
covering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty thtmat are bruised.” Luke 4:18. But “they that are whole nexdarphysi-
cian.” Luke 5:31. We must know our real condition, or Wwallsnot feel our need of Christ's help. We must undecstour
danger, or we shall not flee to the refuge. We mustlifeepain of our wounds, or we should not desire heal@igrist's Ob-
ject Lessongpage 158.

‘The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance’

12. How is it possible to consider oneself a child of @cand yet be so blind to sin? Jeremiah 17:9.

NOTE: ‘No man can of himself understand his errors.eTieart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicied;
can know it?” Jeremiah 17:9. The lips may express a powedgul that the heart does not acknowledge. While spga&in
God of poverty of spirit, the heart may be swelling with donceit of its own superior humility and exalted righseess. In
one way only can a true knowledge of self be obtainedm& behold Christ. It is ignorance of Him that makegs s@eup-
lifted in their own righteousness. When we contempiasgepurity and excellence, we shall see our own weakmespaverty
and defects as they really are. We shall see ourdelsteznd hopeless, clad in garments of self-righteoushiesgvery other
sinner. We shall see that if we are ever saved, itneil be through our own goodness, but through God’s infgniaee.’
Christ’s Object Lessonpage 159.



13. How have our lives fallen into the Laodicean condition éscribed by John in Revelation 3:14-17? Revelation 2:4;
Matthew 25:5; Proverbs 14:14.
NOTE: ‘As man yields to temptation, and indulges in sis, thind becomes darkened. The moral sense is pervetied. T
warnings of conscience are disregarded, and its volessstlearly heard. He gradually loses the power tindisish between
right and wrong, until he has no true sense or his starmdiftye God. He may observe the forms of religion and asiglo
maintain its doctrines, while destitute of its spiris condition is that described by the True Witness: tTsayest, | am rich,
and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and &noatethat thou art wretched, and miserable, and poat,
blind, and naked.” Revelation 3:17. When the Spirit of Gydnessage of reproof, declares this to be his condit®pannot
see that the message is trigounsels for the Churcpage 96.
‘Here is represented a people who pride themselvesinghssession of spiritual knowledge and advantages. Buhthe
not responded to the unmerited blessings that God hasveeistipon them. They have been full of rebellion, ingra¢it and
forgetfulness of God; and still He has dealt with thesradoving, forgiving father deals with an ungratefulyward son.
They have resisted His grace, abused His privilege$itastidHis opportunities, and have been satisfied to sink dowon-
tentment, in lamentable ingratitude, hollow formalisand hypocritical insincerity. . . . Christ sees tiwhich man does not
see. He sees the sins which, if not repented of, will esththe patience of a long-suffering God. Christ canr@ tg the
names of those who are satisfied in their own seffeseficy. He cannot importune on behalf of a people fe®b no need of
His help, who claim to know and possess everythirgith & Works,page 83.

14. What heartfelt prayer should arise from our own lips in contemplating the sad condition of the people of Judah?
Psalm 139:23. Consider 1 Corinthians 10:11-12.

NOTE: ‘A nominal acceptance of truth is good as far gedis, and the ability to give a reason for our faith good accom-

plishment, but if the truth does not go deeper thanttigssoul will never be saved. The heart must be purifaaed &ll moral

defilement. “I know also, my God, that Thou triest beart, and hast pleasure in uprightness.” 1 Chronicle§ 2%garch

me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know noygihts: and see if there be any wicked way in me, adrfee in the

way everlasting.” Psalm 139:23, 2@ur High Calling,page 142.

Lesson 13: June 24-30
‘Justice, mercy and truth’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘And unto this people thou shalt say, Thusighi¢ Lord; Behold, | set before you the way of lifel dhe
way of death.” Jeremiah 21:8.

STUDY HELP: Conflict and Couragepage 350.

LESSON AIM: To show that the themes running throughndeie can be summarised as justice and mercy, with honour fo
the truth of God in the face of apostasy being at thet loé all the recorded words of Jeremiah.

Introduction

‘From the rise and fall of nations as made plain inpdges of Holy Writ, they need to learn how worthlessiése outward
and worldly glory. Babylon, with all its power and itsgnéicence, the like of which our world has never sineledid, power
and magnificence which to the people of that day seemedlgle sind enduring, how completely has it passed afaithe
flower of the grass” it has perished. So perishes allithatnot God for its foundation. Only that which isid up with His
purpose and expresses His character can endure. Hiplasnare the only steadfast things our world knolducation,page
183.

‘If thou wilt return’

1. Why were the judgements of God being poured out on Judah3eremiah 1:16. Compare Daniel 9:5-14

NOTE: ‘In addition to these wonderful pleadings, thed_gave His erring people the very words with which theghtiurn
to Him. They were to say: “Behold, we come unto THeeThou art the Lord our God. Truly in vain is salvatiaoped for
from the hills, and from the multitude of mountainsiyrin the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel. We lie down in our
shame, and our confusion covereth us: for we have sirga#dsathe Lord our God, we and our fathers, from our yeuén
unto this day, and have not obeyed the voice of the Lar@od.” Prophets & Kingspage 410.

2. What strong exhortation had Jeremiah given them so that th@idgements of the Lord could be turned away from
them? Jeremiah 4:1,14, Jeremiah 5:1, 3.

NOTE: ‘God had pleaded with Judah not to provoke Him to arnmerthey had hearkened not. Finally sentence was pro-

nounced against them. They were to be led away cagatiBabylon. The Chaldeans were to be used as the rimestituby

which God would chastise His disobedient people. The suffeoi® men of Judah were to be in proportion to i they

had had and to the warnings they had despised and rejectechadiisod delayed His judgments, but now He would visit His

displeasure upon them as a last effort to check théheinevil course.Prophets & Kingspage 425.

‘The time of the Lord’s vengeance’



3. At the end of the seventy years captivity, why were the deans warned to flee from Babylon? Jeremiah 51:6.
Jeremiah 51: 11. Jeremiah 25:12. Compare Daniel’s anguish for d#ate sanctuary. Daniel 9:17.

NOTE: ‘The writings of Jeremiah were within their cbaand in these was plainly set forth the lengthimétthat should

elapse before the restoration of Israel from Babytévhen seventy years are accomplished,” the Lord hastdiar through

His messenger, “I will punish the king of Babylon, ahdttnation, saith the Lord, for their iniquity” . “After seventy years

be accomplished at Babylon,” the Lord had declared, “lwsit you, and perform My good word toward you, in causiog

to return.” Prophets & Kingspages 552-553.

4. How longsuffering is God towards sinners? Jeremiah 51:5.

NOTE: ‘Many and wonderful are the promises recordethénScriptures regarding the church. “Sing, O heavemksbarjoy-
ful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountainsttfe Lord hath comforted His people, and will have memyn His
afflicted. But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me, amydLord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget her suchiiid,c
that she should not have compassion on the son ofdrebWyea, they may forget, yet will | not forget thBehold, | have
graven thee upon the palms of My hands; thy walls aréncaity before Me.” Isaiah 49:8-164cts of the Apostlepage 11.

‘Glad and rejoiced’

5.  When Babylon was to be destroyed what would be the foco$ the destruction? Jeremiah 50:1-2. Compare Exodus
12:12.

NOTE: ‘Suddenly a darkness settled upon the land, so thitllack that it seemed a “darkness which may be fétit"only

were the people deprived of light, but the atmosphere wgsoppressive, so that breathing was difficult. “They satvame

another, neither rose any from his place for thrgs:daut all the children of Israel had light in theiredlimgs.” The sun and

moon were objects of worship to the Egyptians; in this enigis darkness the people and their gods alike weresaritthe

power that had undertaken the cause of the bondfatriarchs & Prophetspage 272.

6. What was the mocking attitude of Babylon towards the destretion of Judah? Jeremiah 50:11. Compare the
mocking of the Saviour in his suffering, Matthew 27:39-43.

NOTE: ‘With shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecationpitgs of evil men are about to rush upon their prey, wiera

dense blackness, deeper than the darkness of the nightyfah the earth. Then a rainbow, shining with theygfiam the

throne of God, spans the heavens and seems to eneictigoeying company. The angry multitudes are suddenly edrest

Their mocking cries die away. The objects of their muode rage are forgotten. With fearful forebodings they ggmom the

symbol of God’s covenant and long to be shielded from aspmwvering brightnessGreat Controversypage 635.

‘As she hath done, do unto her’

7. To what extent would proud Babylon be destroyed? JeremiaB5:12; Jeremiah 51:47; Isaiah 13:19.

NOTE: ‘Thus “the broad walls of Babylon” became “uttdoipken, and her high gates . . . burned with fire.” TdidsJeho-
vah of hosts “cause the arrogancy of the proud to ceasd,lay low “the haughtiness of the terrible.” Thus did “Baibythe
glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees’ excellenagbine as Sodom and Gomorrah, a place forever accupsed.’
triarchs & Prophetspage 532.

8. What divine principle is seen in the judgements of GdzlJeremiah 51:49; Jeremiah 25:14; Jeremiah 50:15.

NOTE: ‘Christ came to represent the Father in His tharacter. He showed that He was not an arbitrary judgéy to bring
judgments upon men, and delighting in condemning and punishing théheifoevil deeds. The Lord proclaimed His charac-
ter to Moses in the mount. “And the Lord descended irclined, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the nantieeof
Lord. And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimée, Jord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffgrin
and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thagjdargiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and thatoyill
no means clear the guilty.Signs of the Time®lovember 18, 1889.

9. In meting out punishments against idolatry and rebellion wht else does God consider? Jeremiah 21:14. Compare
Exodus 20:3-5.

NOTE: ‘Limited alone to the earth, [Satan] will not leathe privilege of ranging to other planets, to temptamtby those

who have not fallen. During this time, Satan sufferseemtrly. Since his fall his life of intense activitghbanished reflection;

but he is now deprived of his power, and left to contempltegart which he has acted since first he rebellethsighe gov-

ernment of Heaven, and to look forward with trembling temtbr to the dreadful future, when he must suffer fottedlevil

that he has done, and be punished for the sins thasheabsed to be committe&pirit of Prophecy, volume page 474.

‘The day of the Lord is at hand’

10. Why does God say He will punish Babylon? Jeremiah 50:24; Jereat 50:14; Jeremiah 50:29: Isaiah 13:11.

NOTE: ‘In his pride and arrogancy, with a reckless feglof security Belshazzar “made a great feast to asdra of his
lords, and drank wine before the thousand.” All theaations that wealth and power could command, added spletudthe
scene. Beautiful women with their enchantments werengrtfte guests in attendance at the royal banquet.ittle.did Bel-



shazzar think that there was a heavenly Witness tiddlitrous revelry; that a divine Watcher, unrecognitmked upon the
scene of profanation, heard the sacrilegious mirth, beéheldiolatry.’Prophets & Kingspages 523-524.

11. How are the final judgements of the Lord against presentlay Babylon and her sorceries described? Revelation
17:1-5; Revelation 18:4-5, 7-9, 21-24.

NOTE: ‘There is a mighty earthquake, “such as was mmesmen were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake,oand s
great.” Revelation 16:18. The firmament appears to operstauid The glory from the throne of God seems flashingitiro
The mountains shake like a reed in the wind, and ragméd mre scattered on every side. There is a rodraasaming tem-
pest. The sea is lashed into fury. There is heardntieksof a hurricane like the voice of demons upon a missfalestruc-
tion. The whole earth heaves and swells like the wafi¢ise sea. Its surface is breaking up. Its very fouodatseem to be
giving way. Mountain chains are sinking. Inhabited islandspgisar. The seaports that have become like Sodom for wicked-
ness are swallowed up by the angry waters. Babylon tlag¢ fgms come in remembrance before God, “to give untthkecup

of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath.” Greatdstenes, every one “about the weight of a talent,"dwiag their work of
destruction. Revelation 16:19, 21. The proudest cities ofatth are laid low. The lordly palaces, upon which the dsrl
great men have lavished their wealth in order to gldhimselves, are crumbling to ruin before their elpeson walls are
rent asunder, and God'’s people, who have been held indmifatatheir faith, are set freddarkness Before Dawipage 46.

12. In this conclusion of the conflict of good and evilwhat unique degree of punishment is meted out to theswho
have harmed God'’s people? Revelation 18:6.

NOTE: ‘They “shall have judgment without mercy” that hadskowed no mercy.” (James 2:13.) Not long hence they will
stand before the Judge of all the earth, to render amaicfoo the pain they have caused to the bodies and sotilis tieri-
tage. They may now indulge in false accusations, theydeaye those whom God has appointed to do His work, thagy m
consign His believing ones to prison, to the chain gambanishment, to death; but for every pang of anguishydear shed,
they must answer. God will reward them double for thieis. Concerning Babylon, the symbol of the apostate kkhhiesays

to His ministers of judgment, “Her sins have reached betven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. Rewaelée

as she rewarded you, and double unto her double accordirg Yaiks: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her deub
Revelation 18:5-6.Christ’s Object Lessonpage 178.

Mercy and justice

13. How is the mercy of the Lord shown? 2 Peter 3:9; Helews 4:16.

NOTE: ‘Peter kept alive in his heart the hope of Clsistturn, and he assured the church of the certaimfelfit of the Sav-
iour’s promise, “If | go and prepare a place for you, Il @@me again, and receive you unto Myself.” John 14@8the tried

and faithful ones the coming might seem long delayedtHauipostle assured them: “The Lord is not slack coimge His

promise, as some men count slackness; but is longiagff® us-ward, not willing that any should perish, buait thll should
come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will camea thief in the night; in the which the heavend glass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall melt with ferveat,tthe earth also and the works that are therelhthaurned up.”
Acts of the Apostlepage 536.

14. How does God show His justice against sin, scoffeggjde and rebellion? 2 Peter 3:10.

NOTE: *“Every battle of the warrior is with confusedise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be tuttming and
fuel of fire.” “The indignation of the Lord is upon alations, and His fury upon all their armies: He hatleriyttdestroyed
them, He hath delivered them to the slaughter.” “Unenvticked He shall rain quick burning coals, fire and brimstand an
horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their clgaiah 9:5; 34:2; Psalm 11:6, margin. Fire comes doam f5od out of
heaven. The earth is broken up. The weapons concealeddepths are drawn forth. Devouring flames burst fronryeve
yawning chasm. The very rocks are on fire. The dayhas that shall burn as an oven. The elements méltfevitent heat,
the earth also, and the works that are therein areeurp. Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 3:10. The earth’s surface seemaolten
mass, a vast, seething lake of fire. It is the tim#hefjudgment and perdition of ungodly men, “the day of thellsorenge-
ance, and the year of recompenses for the controeéi@pn.” Isaiah 34:8. The wicked receive their recompengbke earth.
Proverbs 11:31. They “shall be stubble: and the dayctimaeth shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts."Satan’s work
of ruin is forever ended. For six thousand years he has trbigwill, filling the earth with woe and causing griefdughout
the universe. The whole creation has groaned and tdv@igether in pain. Now God’s creatures are forevavatet from
his presence and temptations. “The whole earth resif and is quiet: they [the righteous] break fortle Bihging.” Isaiah
14:7. And a shout of praise and triumph ascends from ttoéevioyal universe. “The voice of a great multitude,” ttaes voice
of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderingsé@d) saying: “Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotenigresth.”
Revelation 19:6Darkness Before Dawpages 59-60.



