
‘The LORD our God spake unto us’

General Introduction

‘I have been shown that the doubts expressed in regard to the truthfulness of our position and the inspiration of the word of
God are not caused as many suppose them to be. These difficulties are not so much with the Bible or with the evidences of our
faith as with their own hearts. The requirements of God’s word are too close for their unsanctified natures. “The carnal mind is
enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” If the feelings of the natural heart are not
restrained and brought into subjection by the sanctifying influence of the grace of God received through the channel of faith,
the thoughts of the heart are not pure and holy. The conditions of salvation brought to view in the word of God are reasonable,
plain, and positive, being nothing less than perfect conformity to the will of God and purity of heart and life. We must crucify
self with the lusts thereof. We must cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of
God.

In almost every case where persons become unsettled in regard to the inspiration of the word of God, it is on account of
their unsanctified lives, which that word condemns. They will not receive its reproofs and threatenings because these reflect
upon their wrong course of action. They do not love those who would convert and restrain them. Difficulties and doubts which
perplex the vicious heart will be cleared away before the one practising the pure principles of truth.

Many possess talents which would accomplish much good if sanctified and used in the cause of Christ, or much harm if
employed in the service of unbelief and Satan. The gratification of self and its various lusts will pervert the talents and make
them a curse instead of a blessing. Satan, the archdeceiver, possesses wonderful talents. He was once an exalted angel, next to
Christ. He fell through self-exaltation, and created a rebellion in heaven, and caused many to fall with him. Then his talents
and skill were employed against the government of God, to cause all whom he could control to despise the authority of heaven.
Those who are charmed with his Satanic majesty may choose to imitate this fallen general and share with him his fate at last.

Purity of life imparts refinement, which will lead those possessing it to shrink more and more from coarseness and
indulgence in sin. Such will not be led away from the truth or be given up to doubt the inspiration of the word of God. On the
contrary, they will engage in the daily study of the sacred word with ever-increasing interest, and the evidences of Christianity
and inspiration will stamp their impress on the mind and life. Those who love sin will turn away from the Bible, will love to
doubt, and will become reckless in principle. They will receive and advocate false theories. Such will ascribe man’s sins to his
circumstances, and when he commits some great sin they make him a subject of pity instead of looking upon him as a criminal
to be punished. This will always suit a depraved heart, which in course of time will develop the principles of fallen nature. By
some general process, men abolish sin at once to avoid the unpleasant necessity of individual reformation and exertion. In
order to free themselves from the obligation of present effort, many are ready to declare of no account all the labour and effort
of their lives while following the sacred principles of God’s word.’

Testimonies Volume 1, pages 440 - 441.

I dreamed that the Spirit of the Lord came upon me, and I arose amid cries and prayers, and said: The Spirit of the Lord
God is upon me. I feel urged to say to you that you must commence to work individually for yourselves. You are looking to
God and desiring Him to do the work for you which He has left for you to do. If you will do the work for yourselves which you
know that you ought to do, then God will help you when you need help. You have left undone the very things which God has
left for you to do. You have been calling upon God to do your work. Had you followed the light which He has given you, then
He would cause more light to shine upon you; but while you neglect the counsels, warnings, and reproofs that have been given,
how can you expect God to give you more light and blessings to neglect and despise? God is not as man; He will not be trifled
with.

I took the precious Bible and surrounded it with the several Testimonies for the Church, given for the people of God. Here,
said I, the cases of nearly all are met. The sins they are to shun are pointed out. The counsel that they desire can be found here,
given for other cases situated similarly to themselves. God has been pleased to give you line upon line and precept upon
precept. But there are not many of you that really know what is contained in the Testimonies. You are not familiar with the
Scriptures. If you had made God’s word your study, with a desire to reach the Bible standard and attain to Christian perfection,
you would not have needed the Testimonies. It is because you have neglected to acquaint yourselves with God’s inspired Book
that He has sought to reach you by simple, direct testimonies, calling your attention to the words of inspiration which you had
neglected to obey, and urging you to fashion your lives in accordance with its pure and elevated teachings.

The Lord designs to warn you, to reprove, to counsel, through the testimonies given, and to impress your minds with the
importance of the truth of His word. The written testimonies are not to give new light, but to impress vividly upon the heart the
truths of inspiration already revealed. Man’s duty to God and to his fellow man has been distinctly specified in God’s word;
yet but few of you are obedient to the light given. Additional truth is not brought out; but God has through the Testimonies
simplified the great truths already given and in His own chosen way brought them before the people to awaken and impress the
mind with them, that all may be left without excuse.

Pride, self-love, selfishness, hatred, envy, and jealousy have beclouded the perceptive powers, and the truth, which would
make you wise unto salvation, has lost its power to charm and control the mind. The very essential principles of godliness are
not understood because there is not a hungering and thirsting for Bible knowledge, purity of heart, and holiness of life. The
Testimonies are not to belittle the word of God, but to exalt it and attract minds to it, that the beautiful simplicity of truth may
impress all.

I said further: As the word of God is walled in with these books and pamphlets, so has God walled you in with reproofs,
counsel, warnings, and encouragements. Here you are crying before God, in the anguish of your souls, for more light. I am
authorised from God to tell you that not another ray of light through the Testimonies will shine upon your pathway until you



make a practical use of the light already given. The Lord has walled you about with light; but you have not appreciated the
light; you have trampled upon it. While some have despised the light, others have neglected it, or followed it but indifferently.
A few have set their hearts to obey the light which God has been pleased to give them.

Some that have received special warnings through testimony have forgotten in a few weeks the reproof given. The
testimonies to some have been several times repeated, but they have not thought them of sufficient importance to be carefully
heeded. They have been to them like idle tales. Had they regarded the light given they would have avoided losses and trials
which they think are hard and severe. They have only themselves to censure. They have placed upon their own necks a yoke
which they find grievous to be borne. It is not the yoke which Christ has bound upon them. God’s care and love were exercised
in their behalf; but their selfish, evil, unbelieving souls could not discern His goodness and mercy. They rush on in their own
wisdom until, overwhelmed with trials and confused with perplexity, they are ensnared by Satan. When you gather up the rays
of light which God has given in the past, then will He give an increase of light.

Testimonies Volume 2, pages 604 - 606.

Lesson 1: ‘Hear ye the word of the LORD’

MEMORY VERSE: “Canst thou by searching find out God? Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?” Job11:7.
STUDY HELP: Testimonies Volume 5, pages 698-711.

Introduction.

‘Men have been unwearied in their efforts to obscure the plain, simple meaning of the Scriptures, and to make them contradict
their own testimony; but like the ark upon the billowy deep, the word of God outrides the storms that threaten it with
destruction. As the mine has rich veins of gold and silver hidden beneath the surface, so that all must dig who would discover
its precious stores, so the Holy Scriptures have treasures of truth that are revealed only to the earnest, humble, prayerful seeker.
God designed the Bible to be a lessonbook to all mankind, in childhood, youth, and manhood, and to be studied through all
time. He gave His word to men as a revelation of Himself. Every new truth discerned is a fresh disclosure of the character of
its Author. The study of the Scriptures is the means divinely ordained to bring men into closer connection with their Creator
and to give them a clearer knowledge of His will. It is the medium of communication between God and man.’ The Great
Controversy, page 69.

‘The world knew Him not’

1. What could the world never find out by its own wisdom? 1 Corinthians 1:21.
NOTE: ‘No man, without divine aid, can attain to this knowledge of God. The apostle says that “the world by wisdom knew
not God.” Christ “was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him not.” Jesus declared to His
disciples: “No man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever
the Son will reveal Him.” In that last prayer for His followers, before entering the shadows of Gethsemane, the Saviour lifted
His eyes to heaven, and in pity for the ignorance of fallen men He said: “O righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee:
but I have known Thee.” “I have manifested Thy name unto the men which Thou gavest Me out of the world.” From the
beginning, it has been Satan’s studied plan to cause men to forget God, that he might secure them to himself. Hence, he has
sought to misrepresent the character of God, to lead men to cherish a false conception of Him. The Creator has been presented
to their minds as clothed with the attributes of the prince of evil himself, as arbitrary, severe, and unforgiving, that He might be
feared, shunned, and even hated by men. Satan hoped to so confuse the minds of those whom he had deceived that they would
put God out of their knowledge. Then he would obliterate the divine image in man and impress his own likeness upon the soul;
he would imbue men with his own spirit and make them captives according to his will.’ Testimonies Volume 5, pages 737 -
738.

2. How is man’s wisdom contrasted with the knowledge of God? Job 11:7-9.
NOTE: ‘We can never by searching find out God. He does not lay open His plans to prying, inquisitive minds. We must not
attempt to lift with presumptuous hand the curtain behind which He veils His majesty. The apostle exclaims: “How
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out!” It is a proof of His mercy that there is the hiding of His
power, that He is enshrouded in the awful clouds of mystery and obscurity; for to lift the curtain that conceals the divine
presence is death. No mortal mind can penetrate the secrecy in which the Mighty One dwells and works. We can comprehend
no more of His dealings with us and the motives that actuate Him than He sees fit to reveal. He orders everything in
righteousness, and we are not to be dissatisfied and distrustful, but to bow in reverent submission. He will reveal to us as much
of His purposes as it is for our good to know; and beyond that we must trust the hand that is omnipotent, the heart that is full of
love.’ Testimonies Volume 5, page 301

3. What effect did this ignorance have on the lives of men? Romans 1:28.
NOTE: ‘From God, the fountain of wisdom, proceeds all the knowledge that is of value to man, all that the intellect can grasp
or retain. The fruit of the tree representing good and evil is not to be eagerly plucked because it is recommended by one who
was once a bright angel in glory. He has said that if men eat thereof, they shall know good and evil; but let it alone. The true
knowledge comes not from infidels or wicked men. The word of God is light and truth. The true light shines from Jesus Christ,
who “lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” John 1:9. From the Holy Spirit proceeds divine knowledge. He knows



what humanity needs to promote peace, happiness, and restfulness here in this world, and to secure eternal rest in the kingdom
of God.’ Special Testimonies on Education, pages 26-31; written from Cooranbong, N.S.W., Australia, June 12, 1896.

‘The goodness of God endureth continually’

4. Of what fact are we assured concerning God? Psalm 73:1.
NOTE: ‘We feel deeply our need of God and our need of wisdom. We believe; and the faith that works by love purifies the
soul. I do not wish to devote time to writing of the objectionable part of our journey. We have no time for that. God is good.
He is full of loving kindness and tender mercy, and I praise Him because He is good. My heart is drawn out after God. He is of
tender kindness alway. Now let us be like Jesus, and it will save us much trouble. Let everything be done in order and
harmony, and this can only be where self is hid with Christ in God. This fact must be established, that every faculty is to be
cultivated and brought into most earnest exercise, and then we shall increase our talents by using them. May God help His
people to learn of Him meekness and lowliness of heart.’ Australasian Union Conference Record, November 1st, 1900.

5. When Moses requested to behold God’s glory, what in fact did God reveal to him? Exodus 33:18-19.
NOTE: ‘Shall we have faith in God? Shall we make an individual preparation to meet Him in peace, or shall we spend our time
looking for defects in our fellow-workers? When self is crucified, when the heart is purified from all dross, the words and
actions will be as pure gold. During this meeting, instead of going to one and another and talking unbelief, will you not speak
when God tells you to speak, and then hold your peace? Will you not ask, as Moses did, for a revelation of God’s character.
“Show me Thy glory,” he pleaded. And God granted his request, and made all His goodness pass before him. When you catch
a glimpse of the goodness of God, you will have a tongue of wisdom. You will have words to speak in season to those that are
weary. You may never have learned the different languages of this earth, but God will teach you the language of heaven.’
General Conference Bulletin, March 30th, 1903.

6. What promise is freely extended to those who accept the Lord as their Shepherd? Psalm 23:6.
NOTE: ‘God has never left us without evidence of His love, in that He did us good. He gives us rain from heaven and fruitful
seasons, providing us abundantly with His bounties, and filling our hearts with gladness. He has declared that “while the earth
remaineth, seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.” We are
sustained every moment by God’s care, and upheld by His power. He spreads our tables with food. He gives us peaceful and
refreshing sleep. Weekly He brings to us the Sabbath, that we may rest from our temporal labours, and worship Him in His
own house, He has given us His word to be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. In its sacred pages, we find the counsels
of wisdom; and as oft as we lift our hearts to him in penitence and faith, He grants us the blessings of His grace. Above all else
is the infinite gift of God’s dear Son, through whom flow all other blessings for this life and for the life to come. Surely
goodness and mercy attend us at every step. Not till we wish the infinite Father to cease bestowing His gifts on us, should we
impatiently exclaim, Is there no end of giving? Not only should we faithfully render to God our tithes, which He claims as His
own, but we should bring a tribute to His treasury as an offering of gratitude. Let us with joyful hearts bring to our Creator the
first-fruits of all His bounties, our choicest possessions, our best and holiest service.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald,
February 9th, 1886.

‘God is love’

7. Of what central quality of God’s character does John assure us? 1 John 4:8.
NOTE: ‘God is love. Like rays of light from the sun, love and light and joy flow out from Him to all His creatures. It is His
nature to give. His very life is the outflow of unselfish love. “His glory is His children’s good; His joy, His tender Fatherhood.”
He tells us to be perfect as He is, in the same manner. We are to be centres of light and blessing to our little circle, even as He
is to the universe. We have nothing of ourselves, but the light of His love shines upon us, and we are to reflect its brightness.
“In His borrowed goodness good,” we may be perfect in our sphere, even as God is perfect in His.’ Thoughts from the Mount
of Blessing, page 77.

8. What was God’s purpose in giving to man His law? Deuteronomy 4:40, 5:29, 33.
NOTE: ‘The law of God, from its very nature, is unchangeable. It is a revelation of the will and the character of its Author.
God is love, and His law is love. Its two great principles are love to God and love to man. “Love is the fulfilling of the law.”
Romans 13:10. The character of God is righteousness and truth; such is the nature of His law. Says the psalmist: “Thy law is
the truth:” “all Thy commandments are righteousness.” Psalm 119:142, 172. And the apostle Paul declares: “The law is holy,
and the commandment holy, and just, and good.” Romans 7:12. Such a law, being an expression of the mind and will of God,
must be as enduring as its Author.’ The Great Controversy, page 467.

‘The Word was made flesh’

9. In what supreme way did God express His character to mankind? John 1:18, 14:8-9.
NOTE: ‘The love of God, cherished in the heart and revealed in the words and acts, will do more to elevate and ennoble human
beings than all else can. In the life of Christ, this love found full and complete expression. On the cross of Christ, the Saviour
made an atonement for the fallen race. Holiness is the fruit of this sacrifice. It is because He has died for us that we are
promised this great gift. And Christ longs to bestow this gift on us. He longs to make us partakers of His nature. He longs to
save those who by sin have separated themselves from God. He calls upon them to choose His service, to give themselves



wholly into His control, to learn from Him how to do God’s will.’ Signs of the Times, December 17th, 1902.

10. How did this love find its fullest expression? Isaiah 53:3-6.
NOTE: ‘It is the love of Christ that makes our heaven. But when we seek to tell of this love, language fails us. We think of His
life on earth, of His sacrifice for us; we think of His work in heaven as our Advocate, of the mansions He is preparing for those
who love him; and we can but exclaim. “O the heights and depths of the love of Christ!” As we linger beneath the cross, we
gain a faint conception of the love of God, and we say, “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” But in our contemplation of Christ, we are only lingering round the edge of a love
that is measureless. His love is like a vast ocean, without bottom or shore. In all true disciples, this love, like sacred fire, burns
on the altar of the heart. It was on the earth that the love of God was revealed through Jesus. It is on the earth that His children
are to let this love shine out through blameless lives. Thus sinners will be led to the cross, to behold the Lamb of God.’ Advent
Review & Sabbath Herald, May 6th, 1902.

‘All shall know Me’

11. How may we know God? Hebrews 8:10-11.
NOTE: ‘The only way a person can be pure is to become like-minded with God. How can we know God? By studying His
word. “And this is life eternal, that they might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.” Youth’s
Instructor, February 15th 1894.
‘If God’s Holy Spirit is asked for, if we plead, as did Moses, “Show me thy glory,” the love of God will be shed abroad in our
hearts. Through the golden pipes, the golden oil will be communicated to us. “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,
saith the Lord of Hosts.” By receiving the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness, God’s children shine as lights in the
world. Only by knowing God here can we prepare to meet Him at His coming. “This is life eternal,” said Christ, “that they
might know Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou has sent.” But many of those who profess to believe in
Christ do not know God. They have only a surface religion. They do not love God; they do not study His character; therefore
they do not know how to trust, how to look and live. They do not know what restful love is, or what it means to walk by faith.
Opportunities to hear and receive the messages of God’s love are unappreciated and unimproved. They fail to understand that
it is their duty to receive, that they may enrich others.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, July 20th,1897.

12. What will we discover as we get to know God? Deuteronomy 7:9
NOTE: ‘If we individually try to do what we can on our part, God is faithful that hath promised, and He will fulfil on His part
abundantly more than you can ask or even think. Let no more moments be wasted. Let us now arise, and make earnest efforts
to cherish the subduing love of Jesus. We need to be melted over, that the dross may be removed. We need to learn in Christ’s
school meekness and lowliness of heart, drawing closer and closer to Jesus.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, December 16th,
1884.

‘Let us study these words carefully and prayerfully. In order to be understood, the Bible requires much thought. When we
are preparing to go to a new country, and have received from our friends letters of instruction, how carefully we study those
letters! We are strangers and pilgrims on this earth, journeying to a better country, even a heavenly, and to us have been given
letters of instruction. Again and again we are enjoined to study these directions carefully, so that we shall make no mistake.
God is faithful. If we are willing to be taught, He will do His part in teaching us. Let us not neglect our part. We are to labour
together with God, working out our own salvation with fear and trembling, knowing that it is God who works in us to will and
to do of His good pleasure. If we are faithful in doing our part, in co-operating with Him, God will work through us the good
pleasure of His will. But God cannot work through us if we make no effort. If we gain eternal life, we must work, and work
earnestly. If we lack in spiritual strength, we may know that we have failed of doing our part. Just as soon as the plan of
salvation was devised, Satan began to work; and if we hope to stand against him, we, too, must work. We must follow the
example Christ has left us, submitting to Him in everything. Our will must be in harmony with His will.’ Advent Review &
Sabbath Herald, June 11th, 1901.

13. How great is the knowledge of God? Romans 11:33.
NOTE: ‘Just as soon as we realise our inability to do God’s work and submit to be guided by His wisdom, the Lord can work
with us. If we will empty the soul of self, He will supply all our necessities. Place your mind and will where the Holy Spirit
can reach for them, for He will not work through another man’s mind and conscience to reach yours. With earnest prayer for
wisdom, make the work of God your study. Take counsel of sanctified reason, surrendered wholly to God. Look unto Jesus in
simplicity and faith. Gaze upon Jesus until the spirit faints under the excess of light. We do not half pray. We do not half
believe. “Ask, and it shall be given you.” Luke 11:9. Pray, believe, strengthen one another. Pray as you never before prayed
that the Lord will lay His hand upon you, that you may be able to comprehend the length and breadth and depth and height,
and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.’ Testimonies
Volume 7, pages 213-214.

Lesson 2: ‘Sundry times and divers manners’

MEMORY VERSE: “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath
in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made the worlds.”



Hebrews 1:1-2.
STUDY HELP: Education, pages 128-134.

Introduction.

‘Since the book of nature and the book of revelation bear the impress of the same mastermind, they cannot but speak in
harmony. By different methods, and in different languages, they witness to the same great truths. Science is ever discovering
new wonders; but she brings from her research nothing that, rightly understood, conflicts with divine revelation. The book of
nature and the written word shed light upon each other. They make us acquainted with God by teaching us something of the
laws through which He works.’ Education, page 128.

‘This is life eternal’

1. What knowledge did Jesus say was essential for us to receive eternal life? John 17:3, 1 John 5:20.
NOTE: ‘Having received the faith of the gospel, the next work of the believer is to add to his character virtue, and thus cleanse
the heart and prepare the mind for the reception of the knowledge of God. This knowledge is the foundation of all true
education and of all true service. It is the only real safeguard against temptation; and it is this alone that can make one like God
in character. Through the knowledge of God and of His Son Jesus Christ, are given to the believer “all things that pertain unto
life and godliness.” No good gift is withheld from him who sincerely desires to obtain the righteousness of God.’ Acts of the
Apostles, page 530.

2. What things also come to us through this knowledge? In practical terms, how does this knowledge come to us? 2
Peter 1:2-4.

NOTE: ‘Through faith in Christ, every deficiency of character may be supplied, every defilement cleansed, every fault
corrected, every excellence developed. “Ye are complete in Him.” Colossians 2:10. Prayer and faith are closely allied, and they
need to be studied together. In the prayer of faith, there is a divine science; it is a science that everyone who would make his
lifework a success must understand. Christ says, “What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them,
and ye shall have them.” Mark 11:24. He makes it plain that our asking must be according to God’s will; we must ask for the
things that He has promised, and whatever we receive must be used in doing His will. The conditions met, the promise is
unequivocal. For the pardon of sin, for the Holy Spirit, for a Christlike temper, for wisdom and strength to do His work, for
any gift He has promised, we may ask; then we are to believe that we receive, and return thanks to God that we have received.
We need look for no outward evidence of the blessing. The gift is in the promise, and we may go about our work assured that
what God has promised He is able to perform, and that the gift, which we already possess, will be realised when we need it
most.’ Education, page 257-258.

‘Understood by the things that are made’

3. How was God’s character manifested in His work of creation? Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31.
NOTE: ‘God manifested His love in the work of creation. When the earth was created, it was holy and beautiful. God
pronounced it “very good.” Every flower, every shrub, every tree, answered the purpose of its Creator. Everything upon which
the eye rested was lovely, and filled the mind with thoughts of the love of God. Every sound was music, in perfect harmony
with the voice of God. The things of nature, upon which we look to-day, give us but a faint conception of Eden’s beauty and
glory; yet the natural world, with unmistakable voice, proclaims the love of God. Even now, “the earth is full of the goodness
of the Lord.” It still reveals the working of the great Master-Artist. It declares that One omnipotent in power, great in goodness
and mercy, has created all things. The green fields, the lofty trees, the glad sunshine, the clouds, the dew, the solemn silence of
the night, the glory of the starry heavens, and the moon in its beauty, all bear witness to His wonder-working power. Not a
drop of rain falls, not a ray of light is shed upon our unthankful world, but it testifies to God’s long forbearance and His great
love.’ Australasian Union Conference Record, June 1st, 1901.

4. How does the world, marred as it is by sin, still manifest God’s love? Psalm 104.
NOTE: ‘The impress of Deity, manifest in the pages of revelation, is seen upon the lofty mountains, the fruitful valleys, the
broad, deep ocean. The things of nature speak to man of his Creator’s love. He has linked us to Himself by unnumbered tokens
in heaven and in earth. This world is not all sorrow and misery. “God is love,” [1 John 4:8.] is written upon every opening bud,
upon the petals of every flower, and upon every spire of grass. Though the curse of sin has caused the earth to bring forth
thorns and thistles, there are flowers upon the thistles, and the thorns are hidden by roses. All things in nature testify to the
tender, fatherly care of our God, and to His desire to make His children happy. His prohibitions and injunctions are not
intended merely to display His authority, but in all that He does, He has the well-being of His children in view. He does not
require them to give up anything that it would be for their best interest to retain.’ Christian Education, page 67.

‘Oppositions of science falsely so called’

5. Against what did Paul warn Timothy? 1Timothy 6:20-21.
NOTE: ‘This instruction is vital, and may be considered with profit. We are to rely upon the word of God, and not upon the
assertion or speculation of human philosophy. The soul is to be nourished by the pure, unadulterated word of God; and by



persevering search the Bible student will find a “feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of things full of marrow, of
wines on the lees well refined.” Then the language of the heart will be, “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy
word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart.”’ Signs of the Times, July 31st, 1893.
‘It is wonderful what an amount of evidence is required on the side of truth by the mind trained to doubt, and what weak,
thread-like suppositions will be readily fastened upon to support scepticism. In the language of the apostle Paul it might be
asked, O sceptic, “who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth?” The interpretation often heard that “All
scripture given by inspiration of God,” means that some Scripture is not inspired, is a very slender peg to hang a doubt upon.
The apostle means simply, “I present to you the Living Oracles, the Scriptures, all given by inspiration of God, and profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works.’” Then comes the charge to Timothy: “Preach the word.” “And the things that thou hast heard
of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”’ Bible Echo,
August 26th, 1895.

6. Why cannot human wisdom bring men to a knowledge of God and His works? Romans 11:33, 1 Corinthians 3:18-
20.

NOTE: ‘Those who boast of wisdom beyond the teaching of the word of God, need to drink deeper of the fountain of
knowledge, that they may learn their real ignorance. There is a boasted wisdom of men, that is foolishness in the sight of God.
Let no man deceive himself. “If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be
wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God: for it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness.”[1
Corinthians 3:19.] Those who have only this wisdom, need to become fools in their own estimation. The greatest ignorance
that now curses the human race is in regard to the binding claims of the law of God; and this ignorance is the result of
neglecting the study of the word of God. It is Satan’s determined plan to so engage and absorb the mind, that God’s great guide
book shall not be the Book of books, and that the sinner may not be led from the path of transgression to the path of
obedience.’ Christian Education, page 107.

‘Written for our admonition’

7. For what purpose were the Scriptures written and for whom? 1 Corinthians 10:11.
NOTE: ‘I saw that many professed Sabbath-keepers will come short of everlasting life. They fail to take warning from the
course pursued by the children of Israel and fall into some of their evil ways. If they continue in these sins, they will fall like
the Israelites and never enter the heavenly Canaan. “Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.” I saw that many would fall this side of the kingdom.
God is testing and proving His people, and many will not endure the test of character, the measurement of God. Many will
have close work to overcome their peculiar traits of character and be without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, unrebukable
before God and man. Many professed Sabbath-keepers will be no special benefit to the cause of God or the church without a
thorough reformation on their part.’ Testimonies Volume 1, page 533.

8. What effect will the Word of God have on those who diligently study its words and heed its instruction? 2 Timothy
3:16-17.

NOTE: ‘It is by the perusal of the Bible that the mind is strengthened, refined, and elevated. If there were not another book in
the wide world, the word of God, lived out through the grace of Christ, would make man perfect in this world, with a character
fitted for the future, immortal life. Those who study the word, taking it in faith as the truth, and receiving it into the character,
will be complete in Him who is all and in all. Thank God for the possibilities set before humanity. But a study of the many
different authors confuses and wearies the mind, and has a detrimental influence upon the religious life. In the Bible are
specified distinctly man’s duties to God and to his fellow men; but without a study of the word, how can these requirements be
met? We must have a knowledge of God; for “this is life eternal,” said Christ, “that they might know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”’ Special Testimonies on Education, page 149.

‘We beheld His glory’

9. Besides the written word, what source of knowledge has God given to mankind? John 1:14, 1 John 1:1-2.
NOTE: ‘It was not until Christ ascended to his Father, not until the descent of the Holy Spirit, that the disciples fully
appreciated the character and the mission of Christ. After the baptism of the Holy Spirit, they began to realise that they had
been in the very presence of the Lord of life and glory. As the Holy Spirit brought the sayings of Christ to their remembrance,
their understanding was opened to comprehend the prophecies, to understand the mighty miracles which he had wrought. The
wonders of his life, in all its sacredness, greatness, and glory, passed before them, and they were as men wakened from a
dream. They realised that “the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth,” They seemed of much less importance in their own eyes, after their awakening
to the fact that Christ had been among them, than they did before they realise this. They never wearied of rehearsing every item
which had come under their notice in connection with his words and works. They were often filled with remorse at their
stupidity and unbelief and misapprehension as they recalled his lessons of instruction which they had but dimly understood
when he had spoken them in their presence, and which now came to them as a fresh revelation. The Scriptures became a new
book to them.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, April 23rd, 1895.

10. What experience must be ours also? John 17:3.



NOTE: ‘Many who have an intelligent knowledge of the truth, and are able to defend it by arguments, are doing nothing for
the upbuilding of Christ’s kingdom. We meet them from time to time, but they bear no fresh testimonies of personal
experience in the Christian life; they relate no new victories gained in the holy warfare. Instead of this, you notice the same old
routine, the same expressions in prayer and exhortation. Their prayers have no new note; they express no greater intelligence in
the things of God, no more earnest, living faith. Such persons are not living plants in the garden of the Lord, sending forth
fresh shoots and new foliage, and the grateful fragrance of a holy life. They are not growing Christians. They have limited
views and plans, and there is no expansion of mind, no valuable additions to the treasures of Christian knowledge. Their
powers have not been taxed in this direction. They have not learned to view men and things as God views them, and in many
cases unsanctified sympathy has injured souls and greatly crippled the cause of God. The spiritual stagnation that prevails is
terrible. Many lead a formal Christian life and claim that their sins have been forgiven, when they are as destitute of any real
knowledge of Christ as is the sinner.’ Testimonies Volume 5, page 264.

‘Another Comforter’

11. Whom did Jesus appoint to take His place as the Friend and Guide of His people? John 14:16-17.
NOTE: The word ‘Comforter’ translates the Greek word ‘Parakletos’ which literally means ‘one called to stand beside.’ Jesus
was a Comforter and the Holy Spirit is to take His place as ‘another Comforter.’
‘There is no comforter like Christ, so tender and so true. He is touched with the feeling of our infirmities. His Spirit speaks to
the heart. Circumstances may separate us from our friends; the broad, restless ocean may roll between us and them. Though
their sincere friendship may still exist, they may be unable to demonstrate it by doing for us that which would be gratefully
received. But no circumstances, no distance, can separate us from the heavenly Comforter. Wherever we are, wherever we may
go, He is always there, one given in Christ’s place, to act in His stead. He is always at our right hand, to speak soothing, gentle
words; to support, sustain, uphold, and cheer. The influence of the Holy Spirit is the life of Christ in the soul. This Spirit works
in and through every one who receives Christ. Those who know the indwelling of this Spirit reveal its fruit, love, joy, peace,
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, October 26th, 1897.

12. What specific promises of help are we given concerning the Holy Spirit? John 14:26, 16:8-13.
NOTE: ‘God does not ask us to do in our own strength the work before us. He has provided divine assistance for all the
emergencies to which our human resources are unequal. He gives the Holy Spirit to help in every strait, to strengthen our hope
and assurance, to illuminate our minds and purify our hearts.’ Testimonies Volume 8, page 19.

Lesson 3: ‘All Scripture is given by inspiration of God’

MEMORY VERSE: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 2 Timothy 3:16-
17
STUDY HELP: Great Controversy, Introduction pages v–xii.

Introduction.

‘In the Bible, we have the unerring counsel of God. Its teachings, practically carried out, will fit men for any position of duty.
It is the voice of God speaking every day to the soul. How carefully should the young study the word of God and treasure up
its sentiments in the heart, that its precepts may be made to govern the whole conduct. Our young ministers, and those who
have been some time preaching, show a marked deficiency in their understanding of the Scriptures. The work of the Holy
Spirit is to enlighten the darkened understanding, to melt the selfish, stony heart, to subdue the rebellious transgressor, and
save him from the corrupting influences of the world. The prayer of Christ for His disciples was: “Sanctify them through Thy
truth: Thy word is truth.” The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, pierces the heart of the sinner and cuts it in pieces.
When the theory of the truth is repeated without its sacred influence being felt upon the soul of the speaker, it has no force
upon the hearers, but is rejected as error, the speaker making himself responsible for the loss of souls. We must be sure that our
ministers are converted men, humble, meek, and lowly of heart.’ Testimonies Volume 4, page 442.

‘Moved by the Holy Ghost’

1. How did the Scriptures come to be written? 2 Timothy 3:16, first part.
NOTE: ‘“Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself,
and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.” The word and
will of God are expressed in the Scriptures by inspired penmen. We should bind them as frontlets between our eyes and walk
according to their precepts; then we shall walk safely. Every chapter and every verse is a communication of God to man. In
studying the word, the soul that hungers and thirsts for righteousness will be impressed by the divine utterances. Scepticism
can have no power over a soul that with humility searches the Scriptures.’ Testimonies Volume 4, page 449.

2. What part did the Holy Spirit play in the writings of the prophets? Micah 3:8, 2 Peter 1:21.
NOTE: ‘Before the entrance of sin, Adam enjoyed open communion with his Maker; but since man separated himself from



God by transgression, the human race has been cut off from this high privilege. By the plan of redemption, however, a way has
been opened whereby the inhabitants of the earth may still have connection with heaven. God has communicated with men by
His Spirit, and divine light has been imparted to the world by revelations to His chosen servants.’ Great Controversy,
Introduction page 1.

3. How did Paul describe the source of his knowledge of Christ? Ephesians 3:3-6.
NOTE: ‘The Lord had given Paul his commission to enter the broad missionary field of the Gentile world. To prepare him for
this extensive and difficult work, God had brought him into close connection with Himself and had opened before his
enraptured vision views of the beauty and glory of heaven. To him had been given the ministry of making known “the
mystery” which had been “kept secret since the world began” (Romans 16:25), “the mystery of His will” (Ephesians 1:9),
“which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets by
the Spirit.’ Acts of the Apostles, page159.

4. Why could the Scriptures not have been written without the Holy Spirit’s guidance? 2 Corinthians 2:9-11.
NOTE: ‘If it were possible for created beings to attain to a full understanding of God and His works, then, having reached this
point, there would be for them no further discovery of truth, no growth in knowledge, no further development of mind or heart.
God would no longer be supreme; and men, having reached the limit of knowledge and attainment, would cease to advance.
Let us thank God that it is not so. God is infinite; in Him are “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” And to all eternity
men may be ever searching, ever learning, and yet they can never exhaust the treasures of His wisdom, His goodness, and His
power. God intends that, even in this life, truth shall be ever unfolding to His people. There is only one way in which this
knowledge can be obtained. We can attain to an understanding of God’s word only through the illumination of that Spirit by
which the word was given. Testimonies Volume 5, page 703.

‘The Word of the Lord’

5. How did God communicate His will to His people Israel? 2 Kings 17:13.
NOTE: ‘In giving the word, “holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” The word was not given at the
option of men, and the use to be made of it is not left to their option. Men may not dissect or pronounce upon, wrest or
misinterpret, take from or cast aside, any portion of that word according to their own judgement. Although its compilation,
preservation, and transmission have been committed to men, it is wholly divine in its origin and in the thoughts expressed. It
may not be demerited and pronounced upon by finite minds, because of its transmission through human agents.’ Bible Echo,
August 26th, 1895.

6. How did the prophets show the origin of their messages? Jeremiah 1:1-2, 7, 9; Ezekiel 1:3, Malachi 1:1, Micah 1:1.
NOTE: ‘The Bible is God’s word, and is for His people. It was communicated by men; but “they spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost.” It was given at different periods, and the men called to express the divine will and diffuse the light of truth,
were chosen from all stations, from the humblest to the most exalted. The wonderful thing about it is the harmony there is in
the divine word, coming to us, as it does, through these different channels and such widely separated periods. Each wrote in his
own natural style, giving utterance, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to his own personal impressions, relating the events
and scenes opened before him, or made to pass before his eyes; yet link is connected with link in the chain of precious truth
given us in the word of God. The plan of redemption, and the will and character of God, are revealed to meet the necessities of
man in every age; for these human instrumentalities were under divine control, and are not false witnesses of what they saw
and heard.’ Bible Echo, August 19th, 1895.

‘Yet not I, but the Lord’

7. How did Paul’s hearers regard the things that he preached to them? 1 Thessalonians 2:13.
NOTE: ‘The disciples were men who knew how to speak and pray sincerely, men who could take hold of the might of the
Strength of Israel. How closely they stood by the side of God, and bound their personal honour to His throne! Jehovah was
their God. His honour was their honour. His truth was their truth. Any attack made upon the gospel was as if cutting deep into
their souls, and with every power of their being they battled for the cause of Christ. They could hold forth the word of life
because they had received the heavenly anointing. They expected much, and therefore they attempted much. Christ had
revealed Himself to them, and to Him they looked for guidance. Their understanding of truth and their power to withstand
opposition were proportionate to their conformity to God’s will. Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, was the theme of
every discourse. His name, the only name given under heaven whereby men can be saved, was by them exalted. As they
proclaimed the completeness of Christ, the risen Saviour, their words moved hearts, and men and women were won to the
gospel. Multitudes who had reviled the Saviour’s name and despised His power now confessed themselves disciples of the
Crucified.’ Acts of the Apostles, page 594.

8. How did Paul indicate that the counsel He was sharing was from the Lord? 1 Corinthians 7:10; 11:23.
NOTE: ‘Patriarchs, prophets, and apostles spoke as they were moved upon by the Holy Ghost, and they plainly stated that they
spoke not by their own power, nor in their own name. They desired that no credit might be ascribed to them, that no one might
regard them as the originators of anything whereof they might glory. They were jealous for the honour of God, to whom all
praise belongs. They declared that their ability and the messages they brought, were given them as delegates of the power of
God. God was their authority and sufficiency. Jesus had imparted a knowledge of God to patriarchs, prophets, and apostles.



The revelations of the Old Testament were emphatically the unfoldings of the gospel, the unveiling of the purpose and will of
the infinite Father. Through the holy men of old, Christ laboured for the salvation of fallen humanity. And when He came to
the world it was with the same message of redemption from sin, and restoration to the favour of God.’ Advent Review &
Sabbath Herald, January 7th, 1890.

9. How did Paul distinguish between the Word of the Lord and his own counsel? 1 Corinthians 7:12, 25, 40.
NOTE: ‘The Lord has one path of safety for His people, and that is the path of obedience to His word. That word is given to us
as our guide. God is its Author; but the Scriptures were written by human hands, and they bear marks of the individuality of the
different writers. In every book of the Bible, the stamp of the mind and character of the writer is manifest. And this is just as
God designed it should be. He does nothing in the plan of redemption without human co-operation.’ Bible Echo, August 19th,
1895.

10. How did John describe the source of his writings? Revelation 1:1-3.
NOTE: ‘Christ’s aged representative was exiled, that his testimony might no longer be heard; for it was a living power on the
side of right. But though separated from his brethren, he was visited by Christ, whom he had not seen since the ascension. “I
was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,” he writes, “and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, saying, I am Alpha and
Omega, the first and the last. . . . I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive forevermore.” Christ knew just
where to find John; and there, on the lonely island, He gave him a view of the closing scenes of this earth’s history. This has
been recorded for us. The record is “the revelation of Jesus Christ.” The Revealer is the Revealed. The living God is shown,
superintending, day by day, the events connected with His church.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, May 16th, 1899.

‘One having authority’

11. What was the response of the people to the teaching of Jesus? Matthew 7:28-29.
NOTE: ‘All who heard the Saviour “were astonished at His doctrine: for His word was with power.” “He taught them as one
having authority, and not as the scribes.” Luke 4:32; Matthew 7:29. The teaching of the scribes and elders was cold and formal,
like a lesson learned by rote. To them, the word of God possessed no vital power. Their own ideas and traditions were
substituted for its teaching. In the accustomed round of service they professed to explain the law, but no inspiration from God
stirred their own hearts or the hearts of their hearers.’ Desire of Ages, page 253.
‘The words of Christ, though calmly spoken, were uttered with an earnestness and power that stirred the hearts of the people.
They listened for a repetition of the lifeless traditions and exactions of the rabbis, but in vain. They “were astonished at His
teaching: for He taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.” Matthew 7:29, R.V. The Pharisees noted the
vast difference between their manner of instruction and that of Christ. They saw that the majesty and purity and beauty of the
truth, with its deep and gentle influence, was taking firm hold upon many minds. The Saviour’s divine love and tenderness
drew the hearts of men to Him.’ Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, page 46.
‘When Jesus spoke to the people, they were astonished at His doctrine; for He taught them as one having authority, and not as
the scribes. The scribes had laboured to establish their theories, and they had to labour to sustain them, and to keep their
influence over the minds of the people, by endless repetition of fables and childish traditions. The loftiest models of public
instruction consisted largely in going through heartless rounds of unmeaning ceremonies, and in the repetition of frivolous
opinions. The teaching of Jesus inculcated the weightiest ideas and the most sublime truths in the most comprehensible and
simple manner, and “the common people heard Him gladly.” This is the kind of instruction that should be given in our
Sabbath-schools.’ Testimonies on Sabbath School Word, page 40.

12. What was the source of Christ’s teaching? John 7:16.
NOTE: ‘His discourse showed that he was well acquainted with the law in all its bearings, and was a clear interpreter of the
Scriptures. The question passes from one to another, “How knoweth this man letters, having never learned?” Some, less
acquainted with His former life, inquire among themselves in what school He has been instructed. Finally, the rulers recover
their presence of mind sufficiently to demand by what authority He stands so boldly teaching the people. They seek to turn the
attention of the multitude from Jesus to the question of His right to teach, and to their own importance and authority. But the
voice of Jesus answers their queries with thrilling power: “My doctrine is not Mine, but His that sent me. If any man will do
His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of Myself. He that speaketh of himself seeketh
his own glory; but he that seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him.” Jesus here
declares that His Heavenly Father is the source of all strength, and the foundation of all wisdom. No natural talent nor acquired
learning can supply the place of a knowledge of the will of God. A willingness to obey the requirements of the Lord opens the
mind and heart to candid inquiry, and diligent searching for the doctrine of truth. He declares that, with a mind thus open, men
can discern between him who speaks in the cause of God and him who speaks for his own glory for selfish purposes.’ Spirit of
Prophecy Volume 2, page 339.

Lesson 4: ‘These that testify of Me’

MEMORY VERSE: “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of Me, and
ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.’ John 5:39-40.
STUDY HELP: Christian Education, pages 115-121.



Introduction.

‘In the Bible we have the unerring counsel of God. Its teachings, practically carried out, will fit men for any position of duty. It
is the voice of God speaking every day to the soul. How carefully should the young study the word of God and treasure up its
sentiments in the heart, that its precepts may be made to govern the whole conduct. Our young ministers, and those who have
been some time preaching, show a marked deficiency in their understanding of the Scriptures. The work of the Holy Spirit is to
enlighten the darkened understanding, to melt the selfish, stony heart, to subdue the rebellious transgressor, and save him from
the corrupting influences of the world. The prayer of Christ for His disciples was: “Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word
is truth.” The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, pierces the heart of the sinner and cuts it in pieces. When the
theory of the truth is repeated without its sacred influence being felt upon the soul of the speaker, it has no force upon the
hearers, but is rejected as error, the speaker making himself responsible for the loss of souls. We must be sure that our
ministers are converted men, humble, meek, and lowly of heart.’ Testimonies Volume 4, page 442.

‘If any man shall add unto these things…’

1. What warning does God give to those who seek to add to or take away from His Word? Deuteronomy 4:2,
Revelation 22:18-19.

NOTE: ‘Such are the warnings which God has given to guard men against changing in any manner that which He has revealed
or commanded. These solemn denunciations apply to all who by their influence lead men to regard lightly the law of God.
They should cause those to fear and tremble who flippantly declare it a matter of little consequence whether we obey God’s
law or not. All who exalt their own opinions above divine revelation, all who would change the plain meaning of Scripture to
suit their own convenience, or for the sake of conforming to the world, are taking upon themselves a fearful responsibility. The
written word, the law of God, will measure the character of every man and condemn all whom this unerring test shall declare
wanting.’ Great Controversy, page 268.

2. How may we be certain that the Law of God is complete and unchangeable? Deuteronomy 5:22.
NOTE: ‘There is no such thing as weakening or strengthening the law of Jehovah. As it has been, so it is. It always has been,
and always will be, holy, just, and good, complete in itself. It cannot be repealed or changed. To “honour” or “dishonour” it is
but the speech of men.’ Prophets and Kings, page 625.

‘All Scripture…is profitable’

3. How did Jesus use the Old Testament Scriptures to show the truth about Himself? Luke 24:27.
NOTE: ‘In our day there is…danger of closing the Bible to the people through misinterpretation of the word of God. Many are
casting contempt upon the Old Testament Scriptures, but these are not to lose their sacredness; throughout all time they are not
to be dropped out of our instruction.’ Signs of the Times, April 2nd,1896.
‘It is in the written word that a knowledge of God is most clearly revealed to fallen man. This is the treasure house of the
unsearchable riches of Christ. The word of God includes the Scriptures of the Old Testament as well as of the New. One is not
complete without the other. Christ declared that the truths of the Old Testament are as valuable as those of the New. Christ was
as much man’s Redeemer in the beginning of the world as He is today. Before He clothed His divinity with humanity and came
to our world, the gospel message was given by Adam, Seth, Enoch, Methuselah, and Noah. Abraham in Canaan and Lot in
Sodom bore the message, and from generation to generation faithful messengers proclaimed the Coming One.’ Christ’s Object
Lessons, page126.

4. How may we be certain that the writings of the New Testament are also inspired scripture? 2 Peter 3:15-16.
NOTE: ‘God gives us sufficient evidence to enable us to accept the truth understandingly; but He does not propose to remove
all occasion for doubt and unbelief. Should He do this, there would no longer be a necessity for the exercise of faith; for we
would be able to walk by sight. All who with a teachable spirit study the word of God, may learn therefrom the way of
salvation; yet they may not be able to understand every portion of the Sacred Record. The apostle Peter declares that in the
epistles of Paul, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, there are “some things hard to be understood, which they that
are unlearned and unstable, wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.” Whatever is clearly
established by the word of God we should accept, without attempting to meet every doubt which Satan may suggest, or with
our finite understanding to fathom the counsels of the infinite One, or to criticise the manifestations of his grace or power.
Those who are continually looking for something to find fault with, something to strengthen unbelief in the word of God, will
soon find themselves so completely under the power of doubt and unbelief that nothing will seem sure to them; they will find
no solid foundation anywhere.’ Signs of the Times, June 23rd, 1887.

‘His servants the prophets’

5. What was the burden of the prophets’ message and how were they guided in their search? 1 Peter 1:10-11.
NOTE: ‘Yet while it was not given to the prophets to understand fully the things revealed to them, they earnestly sought to
obtain all the light which God had been pleased to make manifest. They “inquired and searched diligently,” “searching what,
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify.” What a lesson to the people of God in the Christian
age, for whose benefit these prophecies were given to His servants! “Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but
unto us they did minister.” Witness those holy men of God as they “inquired and searched diligently” concerning revelations



given them for generations that were yet unborn. Contrast their holy zeal with the listless unconcern with which the favoured
ones of later ages treat this gift of Heaven. What a rebuke to the ease-loving, world-loving indifference which is content to
declare that the prophecies cannot be understood!’ Great Controversy, page 344.

6. How did Peter emphasise the importance of studying the messages of the prophets? 2 Peter 1:19. (Compare Psalm
119:105.)

NOTE: ‘The apostle was well qualified to speak of the purposes of God concerning the human race; for during the earthly
ministry of Christ he had seen and heard much that pertained to the kingdom of God. “We have not followed cunningly
devised fables,” he reminded the believers, “when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but were eye-witnesses of His majesty… Convincing as was this evidence of the certainty of the believers’ hope, there was yet
another still more convincing in the witness of prophecy, through which the faith of all might be confirmed and securely
anchored. “We have also,” Peter declared, “a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a
light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald,
September 26th,1912.
‘The light of present truth is a precious talent lent to God’s people by Him who is truth. It is not to be hoarded, but constantly
imparted. The Lord desires that His professed people shall themselves profit by the truths received. It is given, first for their
own development, of heart and mind and affections; then for the help and enlightenment of those in the darkness of unbelief. In
this age the Lord is sending His servants with no ordinary message, but with special truths that must come before believers of
every rank and tongue. Many of our church-members have never studied fully into the more sure word of prophecy, and do not
understand the facts that have made us what we are. All should bring into exercise the powers of the intellect, that they may
clearly understand the different phases of present truth, and especially the subjects of prophecy which were opened to us when
the message of Christ’s soon coming was first heralded. We are living in a time when, the Word of God declares, Satan will
come down with great power, to work with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish. He will work with such
subtlety and power that, if it were possible, he would deceive the very elect. God’s professed people need to heed the danger
signals, and ever be on the watch.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, April 2nd,1908.

‘Line upon line, precept upon precept’

7. What principle of Bible study is recommended to the one who seeks wisdom? Isaiah 28:9-10.
NOTE: ‘Whenever practicable, every important discourse should be followed by a Bible study. Here the points that have been
presented can be applied, questions can be asked, and right ideas inculcated. More time should be devoted to patiently
educating the people, giving them opportunity to express themselves. It is instruction that men need, line upon line, and precept
upon precept. Special meetings also should be held for those who are becoming interested in the truths presented and who need
instruction. To these meetings, the people should be invited, and all, both believers and unbelievers, should have an
opportunity to ask questions on points not fully understood. Give all an opportunity to speak of their perplexities, for they will
have them. In all the sermons and in all the Bible studies, let the people see that on every point a plain “Thus saith the Lord” is
given for the faith and doctrines which we advocate. This was the method of Christ’s teaching. As He spoke to the people, they
would question as to His meaning. To those who were humbly seeking for light, He was always ready to explain His words.
But Christ did not encourage criticism or cavilling, nor should we. When men try to provoke a discussion of controverted
points of doctrine, tell them that the meeting was not appointed for that purpose. When you do answer a question, be sure to
have the hearers see and acknowledge that it is answered. Do not let a question drop, telling them to ask it again. Feel your way
step by step, and know how much you have gained.’ Testimonies Volume 6, page 68.

8. What testimony is to be found throughout the Scriptures? How only can this testimony be revealed to us? John
5:38-40.

NOTE: ‘There is not always perfect order or apparent unity in the Scriptures. The miracles of Christ are not given in exact
order, but are given just as the circumstances occurred, which called for this divine revealing of the power of Christ. The truths
of the Bible are as pearls hidden. They must be searched, dug out by painstaking effort. Those who take only a surface view of
the Scriptures will, with their superficial knowledge, which they think is very deep, talk of the contradictions of the Bible, and
question the authority of the Scriptures. But those whose hearts are in harmony with truth and duty will search the Scriptures
with a heart prepared to receive divine impressions. The illuminated soul sees a spiritual unity, one grand golden thread
running through the whole, but it requires patience, thought, and prayer to trace out the precious golden thread. Sharp
contentions over the Bible have led to investigation and revealed the precious jewels of truth. Many tears have been shed,
many prayers offered, that the Lord would open the understanding to His Word.’ Selected Messages Book 1, page 20.

‘That the living may know that the Most High ruleth’

9. How does prophecy reveal the inspiration of the Bible? Isaiah 46:9-10.
NOTE: ‘No truth is more clearly taught in the Bible than that God by His Holy Spirit especially directs His servants on earth in
the great movements for the carrying forward of the work of salvation. Men are instruments in the hand of God, employed by
Him to accomplish His purposes of grace and mercy. Each has his part to act; to each is granted a measure of light, adapted to
the necessities of his time, and sufficient to enable him to perform the work which God has given him to do. But no man,
however honoured of Heaven, has ever attained to a full understanding of the great plan of redemption, or even to a perfect
appreciation of the divine purpose in the work for his own time. Men do not fully understand what God would accomplish by
the work which He gives them to do; they do not comprehend, in all its bearings, the message which they utter in His name.



“Canst thou by searching find out God? Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?” “My thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher
than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” “I am God, and there is none like Me, declaring the end from the
beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done.” Job 11:7; Isaiah 55:8, 9; 46:9, 10.’ Great Controversy,
page 343.

10. What is one of the strongest evidences of the Bible’s inspiration? Numbers 11:23.
NOTE: ‘He that ruleth in the heavens is the One who sees the end from the beginning, the One before whom the mysteries of
the past and the future are alike outspread, and who, beyond the woe and darkness and ruin that sin has wrought, beholds the
accomplishment of His own purposes of love and blessing.’ Patriarchs and Prophets, page 43.
‘Through centuries of persecution, conflict, and darkness, God has sustained His church. Not one cloud has fallen upon it that
He has not prepared for; not one opposing force has risen to counterwork His work, that He has not foreseen. All has taken
place as He predicted. He has not left His church forsaken, but has traced in prophetic declarations what would occur, and that
which His Spirit inspired the prophets to foretell has been brought about. All His purposes will be fulfilled. His law is linked
with His throne, and no power of evil can destroy it. Truth is inspired and guarded by God; and it will triumph over all
opposition.’ Acts of the Apostles, page 11.

‘There hath not failed one word of all His good promise’

11. Of what great truth did Solomon assure the people of Israel? 1 Kings 8:56, Luke 21:33.
NOTE: ‘Can you not trust in your heavenly Father? Can you not rest upon His gracious promise? “Seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” Precious promise! Can we not rely upon it? Can we
not have implicit trust, knowing that He is faithful who hath promised? I entreat you to let your trembling faith again grasp the
promises of God. Bear your whole weight upon them with unwavering faith; for they will not, they cannot, fail.’ Testimonies
Volume 2, page 496.

12. Amid the passing things of earth, of what are we assured? Isaiah 40:6-8.
NOTE: ‘Like the builders of these houses on the rock, said Jesus, is he who shall receive the words that I have spoken to you,
and make them the foundation of his character and life. Centuries before, the prophet Isaiah had written, “The word of our God
shall stand forever” (Isaiah 40:8); and Peter, long after the Sermon on the Mount was given, quoting these words of Isaiah
added, “This is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you” (1 Peter 1:25). The word of God is the only steadfast thing
our world knows. It is the sure foundation. “Heaven and earth shall pass away,” said Jesus, “but My words shall not pass
away.” Matthew 24:35.’ Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, page 148.

Lesson 5: ‘My Words shall not pass away’

MEMORY VERSE: ‘For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you
that believe.’ 1Thessalonians 2:13.
STUDY HELP: Great Controversy, pages 61-78.

Introduction.

‘The Bible is the most ancient and the most comprehensive history that men possess. It came fresh from the Fountain of eternal
truth, and throughout the ages a divine hand has preserved its purity. It lights up the far-distant past, where human research
seeks in vain to penetrate. In God’s word only do we behold the power that laid the foundations of the earth and that stretched
out the heavens. Here only do we find an authentic account of the origin of nations. Here only is given a history of our race
unsullied by human pride or prejudice. In the word of God the mind finds subjects for the deepest thought, the loftiest
aspirations. Here we may hold communion with patriarchs and prophets, and listen to the voice of the Eternal as He speaks
with men. Here we behold the Majesty of heaven as He humbled Himself to become our substitute and surety, to cope single-
handed with the powers of darkness and to gain the victory in our behalf. A reverent contemplation of such themes as these
cannot fail to soften, purify, and ennoble the heart, and at the same time to inspire the mind with new strength and vigour.’
Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students, page 52

‘The Word of our God shall stand forever’

1. What assurance are we given that God’s Word will not pass away? Matthew 5:18, Matthew 24:35, Luke 16:17.
NOTE: ‘The law of God in the sanctuary in heaven is the great original, of which the precepts inscribed upon the tables of
stone and recorded by Moses in the Pentateuch were an unerring transcript. Those who arrived at an understanding of this
important point were thus led to see the sacred, unchanging character of the divine law. They saw, as never before, the force of
the Saviour’s words: “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law.” Matthew 5:18. The
law of God, being a revelation of His will, a transcript of His character, must forever endure, “as a faithful witness in heaven.”



Not one command has been annulled; not a jot or tittle has been changed. Says the psalmist: “Forever, O Lord, Thy word is
settled in heaven.” “All His commandments are sure. They stand fast for ever and ever.” Psalms 119:89; 111:7-8.’ Great
Controversy, page 434.
‘The fruits of doubt are not desirable. Oh! look around you and see what havoc has been wrought by the machinations of the
evil one. Error and falsehood and heresy have held high carnival in the deceived hearts of men. From century to century the
adversary has repeated his experiments with growing success; for in spite of the sad records of lives that have gone out in
darkness, as moths fly to the fire, so men rush on into the ruinous deceptions that he has prepared to entrap them. If you desire
salvation, I entreat you to shun his insinuations concerning the truth of God’s word. Come to the “sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place.” If that is not authoritative, what is? If the
word of the Lord of heaven and earth is not solid rock upon which to build, then it is in vain to look for a sure foundation.
“Heaven and earth shall pass away,” but “the word of the Lord endureth forever;” and unwavering faith in his word is the only
faith that will endure through the perils of the last days.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, January 10th,1888.

2. How does Jesus describe those who both hear and do the things found in the Word of God? Matthew 7:24-27.
NOTE: ‘The law of God will be satisfied with nothing short of perfection, of perfect and entire obedience to all its claims. To
come halfway to its requirements, and not render perfect and thorough obedience, will avail nothing. The worldling and the
infidel admire consistency and have ever been powerfully convicted that God was of a truth with His people when their works
correspond with their faith. “By their fruits ye shall know them.” Every tree is known by its own fruits. Our words, our actions,
are the fruit we bear. There are many who hear the sayings of Christ, but do them not. They make a profession, but their fruits
are such as to disgust unbelievers. They are boastful, and pray and talk in a self-righteous manner, exalting themselves,
recounting their good deeds, and, like the Pharisee, virtually thanking God that they are not as other men. Yet these very ones
are crafty, and overreach in business deal. Their fruits are not good. Their words and acts are wrong, and yet they seem to be
blinded to their destitute, wretched condition. I was shown that the following Scripture is applicable to those who are under
such a deception: “Not everyone that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the
will of My Father which is in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have not we prophesied in Thy name? and
in Thy name have cast out devils? and in Thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never
knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity.” Here is the greatest deception that can affect the human mind; these persons
believe that they are right when they are wrong. They think that they are doing a great work in their religious life, but Jesus
finally tears off their self-righteous covering and vividly presents before them the true picture of themselves in all their wrongs
and deformity of religious character. They are found wanting when it is forever too late to have their wants supplied.’
Testimonies Volume 1, pages 416 – 417.

‘Writing the words of this law in a book’

3. How were the things that God revealed to Moses passed on to future generations? Deuteronomy 31:24-26.
NOTE: ‘As the years rolled on, and [Moses] wandered with his flocks in solitary places, pondering upon the oppressed
condition of his people, he recounted the dealings of God with his fathers and the promises that were the heritage of the chosen
nation, and his prayers for Israel ascended by day and by night. Heavenly angels shed their light around him. Here, under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he wrote the book of Genesis. The long years spent amid the desert solitudes were rich in
blessing, not alone to Moses and his people, but to the world in all succeeding ages.’ Patriarchs and Prophets, page 251.
‘Not only was Moses gaining a preparation for the great work before him, but during this time, under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, he wrote the book of Genesis and also the book of Job, which would be read with the deepest interest by the
people of God until the close of time.’ Sings of the Times, February 19th,1880.
‘The Lord Jesus gave these commandments from the pillar of cloud, and Moses repeated them to the children of Israel and
wrote them in a book, that they might not depart from righteousness.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, December 18th, 1894.
‘The people renewed their covenant with Joshua. They said unto him, “The Lord our God will we serve, and his voice will we
obey.” Joshua wrote the words of their covenant in the book containing the laws and statutes given to Moses.’ Spiritual Gifts
Volume 4A, page 65.

4. How were the messages of other prophets handed down to future generations? Isaiah 30:8, Jeremiah 30:2.
NOTE: ‘The Lord directed Jeremiah, saying: “Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken
unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah,
even unto this day. It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they may
return every man from his evil way, that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.”’ Testimonies Volume 4, page 176.
‘Hundreds of years before Solomon came to the throne, the Lord, foreseeing the perils that would beset those who might be
chosen as rulers of Israel, gave Moses instruction for their guidance. Directions were given that he who should sit on the throne
of Israel should “write him a copy” of the statutes of Jehovah “in a book out of that which is before the priests the Levites.” “It
shall be with him,” the Lord said, “and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the Lord his God,
to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them: that his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he
turn not aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left: to the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom,
he, and his children, in the midst of Israel.” Deuteronomy 17:18-20.’ Prophets and Kings, page 52.

‘I have found the book of the law’

5. What example has been given to show that God has preserved His law? 2 Chronicles 34:14-16.



NOTE: ‘It was the observance of the statutes recorded by Moses, especially those given in the book of the covenant, which
forms a part of Deuteronomy, that had made the reign of Hezekiah so prosperous. But Manasseh had dared set aside these
statutes; and during his reign the temple copy of the book of the law, through careless neglect, had become lost. Thus for many
years the people generally were deprived of its instruction. The long-lost manuscript was found in the temple by Hilkiah, the
high priest, while the building was undergoing extensive repairs in harmony with King Josiah’s plan for the preservation of the
sacred structure. The high priest handed the precious volume to Shaphan, a learned scribe, who read it and then took it to the
king with the story of its discovery. Josiah was deeply stirred as he heard read for the first time the exhortations and warnings
recorded in this ancient manuscript. Never before had he realised so fully the plainness with which God had set before Israel
“life and death, blessing and cursing” (Deuteronomy 30:19): and how repeatedly they had been urged to choose the way of life,
that they might become a praise in the earth, a blessing to all nations…The encouragements offered as the reward of obedience
were accompanied by prophecies of judgments against the disobedient; and as the king heard the inspired words, he
recognised, in the picture set before him, conditions that were similar to those actually existing in his kingdom. In connection
with these prophetic portrayals of departure from God, he was startled to find plain statements to the effect that the day of
calamity would follow swiftly and that there would be no remedy. The language was plain; there could be no mistaking the
meaning of the words.’ Prophets and Kings, pages 393.

6. How did the Lord preserve the messages given through Jeremiah? Jeremiah 36:10-28.
NOTE: ‘The burning of the roll was not the end of the matter. The written words were more easily disposed of than the reproof
and warning they contained and the swift-coming punishment God had pronounced against rebellious Israel. But even the
written roll was reproduced. “Take thee again another roll,” the Lord commanded His servant, “and write in it all the former
words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned.” The record of the prophecies concerning
Judah and Jerusalem had been reduced to ashes; but the words were still living in the heart of Jeremiah, “as a burning fire,” and
the prophet was permitted to reproduce that which the wrath of man would fain have destroyed. Taking another roll, Jeremiah
gave it to Baruch, “who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah
had burned in the fire: and there were added besides unto them many like words.” Verses 28, 32. The wrath of man had sought
to prevent the labours of the prophet of God; but the very means by which Jehoiakim had endeavoured to limit the influence of
the servant of Jehovah, gave further opportunity for making plain the divine requirements. Prophets and Kings, pages 436 -
437.

‘According to the wisdom given unto him’

7. What insights have we been given about the production of the New Testament? Luke 1:1-4.
NOTE: ‘Why do we need a Matthew, a Mark, a Luke, a John, a Paul, and all the writers who have borne testimony in regard to
the life and ministry of the Saviour? Why could not one of the disciples have written a complete record and thus have given us
a connected account of Christ’s earthly life? Why does one writer bring in points that another does not mention? Why, if these
points are essential, did not all these writers mention them? It is because the minds of men differ. Not all comprehend things in
exactly the same way. Certain Scripture truths appeal much more strongly to the minds of some than of others. The same
principle applies to speakers. One dwells at considerable length on points that others would pass by quickly or not mention at
all. The whole truth is presented more clearly by several than by one. The Gospels differ, but the records of all blend in one
harmonious whole. So today the Lord does not impress all minds in the same way. Often through unusual experiences, under
special circumstances, He gives to some Bible students views of truth that others do not grasp.’ Counsels to Parents, Teachers
and Students, page 432.

8. How does Peter describe the writings of Paul and their source? 2 Peter 3:15.
NOTE: ‘In order to accomplish the work which God requires of them, ministers need to be qualified for their position. The
apostle Paul, in his letter to the Colossians, speaks thus concerning his ministry: “Whereof I am made a minister, according to
the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; even the mystery which hath been hid from
ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to His saints: to whom God would make known what is the riches of the
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: whom we preach, warning every man, and
teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: whereunto I also labour, striving
according to His working, which worketh in me mightily.” No less sacred appreciation of and devotion to the work of the
ministry does God require of His servants who are living so near the end of all things. He cannot accept the work of labourers
unless they realise in their own hearts the life and power of the truth which they present to others. He will not accept of
anything short of earnest, active, zealous heart labour. Vigilance and fruitfulness are required for this great work. God wants
unselfish workmen, those who will labour with disinterested benevolence and give their undivided interest to the work.’
Testimonies Volume 2, pages 501-502.

9. How were the inspired counsels of Paul circulated among the churches? Colossians 4:16.
NOTE: ‘The absence of Paul from the churches of his care was partially supplied by communications weighty and powerful,
which were received generally as the word of God to them through His obedient servant. These epistles were read in the
churches.’ Spirit of Prophecy Volume 3, page 415.
‘The Lord had shown him the difficulties and dangers which would arise in the churches, that when they should develop, he
might know how to treat them. He was set for the defence of the church; he was to watch for souls as one who must render
account to God; and should he not take notice of the reports concerning their state of anarchy and division? Most assuredly;
and the reproof he sent them was written as much under the inspiration of the Spirit of God as were any of his epistles.’



Sketches from the Life of Paul, page 153.

‘I will give power unto My two witnesses’

10. With what strong warning against tampering with God’s Word does the Bible close? Revelation 22:18-19.
NOTE: ‘Such are the warnings which God has given to guard men against changing in any manner that which He has revealed
or commanded. These solemn denunciations apply to all who by their influence lead men to regard lightly the law of God.
They should cause those to fear and tremble who flippantly declare it a matter of little consequence whether we obey God’s
law or not. All who exalt their own opinions above divine revelation, all who would change the plain meaning of Scripture to
suit their own convenience, or for the sake of conforming to the world, are taking upon themselves a fearful responsibility. The
written word, the law of God, will measure the character of every man and condemn all whom this unerring test shall declare
wanting.’ Great Controversy, page 268.

11. What prophecy foretold that God’s Word would continue to bear its witness even during the Great Tribulation of
the Dark Ages? Revelation 11:3.

NOTE: ‘The two witnesses represent the Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament… During the greater part of this period,
God’s witnesses remained in a state of obscurity. The papal power sought to hide from the people the word of truth, and set
before them false witnesses to contradict its testimony. When the Bible was proscribed by religious and secular authority;
when its testimony was perverted, and every effort made that men and demons could invent to turn the minds of the people
from it; when those who dared proclaim its sacred truths were hunted, betrayed, tortured, buried in dungeon cells, martyred for
their faith, or compelled to flee to mountain fastnesses, and to dens and caves of the earth, then the faithful witnesses
prophesied in sackcloth. Yet they continued their testimony throughout the entire period of 1260 years. In the darkest times
there were faithful men who loved God’s word and were jealous for His honour. To these loyal servants were given wisdom,
power, and authority to declare His truth during the whole of this time.’ Great Controversy, page 267. (Read pages 265 – 288.)

‘Written for our admonition’

12. What was the purpose for preserving these accounts of the history of God’s people? 1 Corinthians 10:11.
NOTE: ‘I was pointed back to ancient Israel. But two of the adults of the vast army that left Egypt entered the land of Canaan.
Their dead bodies were strewn in the wilderness because of their transgressions. Modern Israel are in greater danger of
forgetting God and being led into idolatry than were His ancient people. Many idols are worshiped, even by professed Sabbath-
keepers. God especially charged His ancient people to guard against idolatry, for if they should be led away from serving the
living God, His curse would rest upon them, while if they would love Him with all their heart, with all their soul, and with all
their might, He would abundantly bless them in basket and in store, and would remove sickness from the midst of them. A
blessing or a curse is now before the people of God, a blessing if they come out from the world and are separate, and walk in
the path of humble obedience; and a curse if they unite with the idolatrous, who trample upon the high claims of heaven. The
sins and iniquities of rebellious Israel are recorded and the picture presented before us as a warning that if we imitate their
example of transgression and depart from God we shall fall as surely as did they. “Now all these things happened unto them for
ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.”’ Testimonies Volume 1, page
609.

13. What counsel are we given in the light of the example of the saints of old? Hebrews 12:1-2.
NOTE: ‘Here we are cited to the example of the multitude of faithful witnesses who would not sacrifice their faith and
principle for the sake of enjoying ease and self-gratification, but who gave up all, not withholding their lives, for the truth of
God. Their example should quicken our zeal and increase our faith. But Jesus is our perfect pattern; and when we look to Him
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, we should be aroused to greater earnestness.
He has led the way to the heavenly reward in glory. He passed through fiercer conflicts than man will ever be able to endure.’
Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, October 18th, 1881.

Lesson 5: The languages and translation of the Bible

MEMORY VERSE: “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: and if any man shall take away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.” Revelation 22: 18 –19.

Compiler’s Introduction: The proliferation of new English Bible versions is a phenomenon largely of the past forty years. In
Ellen White’s day, the work of producing alternative versions of the Bible was barely beginning. The English Revised Version
appeared in 1881 and the American Revised Version followed twenty years later. Neither gained any great popularity among
Christians. Ellen White’s son, William, wrote, ‘When the first version [the English Revised Version] was published, I
purchased a good copy for Mother. She referred to it occasionally but never used it in preaching. Later on as manuscripts were
being prepared for new books and for revised editions of books already in print, Sister White’s attention was called from time
to time by myself and Sister Marion Davis to the fact that she was using texts which were much more clearly translated in the



RV. Sister White studied each one carefully and in some cases instructed us to use the RV.’ Problems in Translation, page 72,
emphasis added. In fact, in the final revision of The Great Controversy, out of 850 Scripture quotations, the RV was used only
seven times. It will be noticed that the desire to induce Ellen White to use modern Bible versions came entirely from her son
and one of her literary assistants. There is no evidence that Ellen White ever felt the need to replace the Authorised Version
with alternative bibles. Because the various differing translations of the Bible constitute a modern problem, it has been
necessary, in this lesson, to draw study materials from non-inspired sources.

The original languages of the Bible and the earliest translations

1. In which languages was the Bible originally written and into which language was it first translated?
The greater part of the Old Testament is written in Hebrew. A few passages are written in Aramaic, including: Ezra 4:11-22,
5:7-17, 6:6-12, 7:11-26, Jeremiah 10:11 and Daniel 2:4, last part–7:28. Though Aramaic appears to have been the language of
Jesus and the people of Judea and Galilee, the New Testament books are written in the common colloquial [koine] Greek
spoken throughout the Roman Empire. This dialect was until recently only known in the New Testament writings. Since the
1880s, however, large numbers of letters and other ordinary documents from the time of Christ, written in this form of Greek,
have been discovered.

2. Into which language was the Bible first translated?
After the captivity in Babylon, Aramaic became increasingly the language of the general population. In Nehemiah 8:1-8, when
Ezra read the book of the law aloud, it would appear from verse 8, that the book had to be translated so that the people unable
to speak Hebrew could understand. In the third and second centuries BC, the Alexandrian Jews made a translation of the Old
Testament into Greek. This translation became known as the Septuagint, from the tradition that it was produced by seventy-
two elders. This was the Bible in popular use in New Testament times and the Old Testament quotations by the New
Testament writers are taken from this version.

3. What evidence do we have that the Old Testament Scriptures have been accurately preserved?
Until the last fifty years, the oldest Hebrew manuscripts available were no more than 1000 years old. (This was because of the
custom of making new copies of old manuscripts that were dilapidated through use and then destroying the old manuscripts by
burning.) Sceptical scholars argued that it was unlikely that the surviving manuscripts represented a reliable version of the Old
Testament Scriptures, since they dated 1400 years after the final Old Testament books were written. The discovery of the Dead
Sea scrolls in 1947, a number of which were Bible books or commentaries on Old Testament passages, written no later than the
time of the apostles, revealed that most differences were of such a minor nature as not even to show up in translation. (e.g.
spelling variations) It is clear that the scribes who copied the Old Testament Scriptures were meticulous in their work, even
counting the number of individual letters to ensure accuracy. Imperfect copies were destroyed as a matter of course.

The earliest English Bibles

4. When was the Bible first translated into English?
Parts of the Bible, including the gospels and psalms, were translated into Old English over 1000 years ago. But, as Roman
Christianity became dominant and knowledge of the Bible was discouraged, no complete translation of the Bible into English
was made until the time of Wycliffe in the 14th century. ‘Wycliffe’s Bible had been translated from the Latin text [the Vulgate
of Jerome], which contained many errors. It had never been printed, and the cost of manuscript copies was so great that few but
wealthy men or nobles could procure it; and, furthermore, being strictly proscribed by the church, it had had a comparatively
narrow circulation.’ Great Controversy, page 245. ‘The Waldenses were among the first of the peoples of Europe to obtain a
translation of the Holy Scriptures. Hundreds of years before the Reformation they possessed the Bible in manuscript in their
native tongue. They had the truth unadulterated, and this rendered them the special objects of hatred and persecution.’ Great
Controversy, page 65. But this Waldensian Bible had never been translated into English.

5. When did the English people first receive an accurate translation of the Scriptures?
‘While Luther was opening a closed Bible to the people of Germany, Tyndale was impelled by the Spirit of God to do the same
for England… In 1516, a year before the appearance of Luther’s theses, Erasmus had published his Greek and Latin version of
the New Testament. Now for the first time, the word of God was printed in the original tongue. In this work, many errors of
former versions were corrected, and the sense was more clearly rendered. It led many among the educated classes to a better
knowledge of the truth, and gave a new impetus to the work of reform. But the common people were still, to a great extent,
debarred from God’s word. Tyndale was to complete the work of Wycliffe in giving the Bible to his countrymen. A diligent
student and an earnest seeker for truth, he had received the gospel from the Greek Testament of Erasmus. He fearlessly
preached his convictions, urging that all doctrines be tested by the Scriptures.’ Great Controversy, page 245.

The King James Bible and its origins

6. How was the King James Bible produced?
The Authorised Version of the Bible, published in 1611 with the support of King James I, was translated by 47 of the most
learned men in the land. They were divided into six companies and a portion was assigned to each group. Everyone in each
company translated the whole portion before they met to compare their results and agree upon the final form. They then
transmitted their draft to each of the other companies for their comment and consent. A select committee then went carefully



through the whole work again, and at last, two of their number were responsible for the final checking. Advocates of modern
versions often assume that they are the product of scholarship far superior to that of the translators of the King James Version
of 1611, but this assumption is not supported by the facts. The learned men who laboured on our English Bible were men of
exceptional ability and they approached the task with a reverent regard for the Divine inspiration, authority and inerrancy of
the Holy Scriptures. To them it was “God’s sacred Truth” and demanded the exercise their utmost care and fidelity in its
translation.

7. Is the King James Bible inspired?
‘Some…have been so bold as to assert that the King James Version of the Scripture is a divinely inspired translation. Such a
claim must be doubtful. Every evidence we have indicates that, though the King James Version is an excellent translation, it is
not a perfect translation, which presumably is what an inspired translation would be. Yet we do not doubt the guidance of the
Holy Spirit in the work of these translators, a guidance that could hardly be expected to guide men deliberately bent on
falsifying God’s Word.’ Modern Bible Translations Unmasked, Standish & Standish, page 24.

8. Was the King James Bible translated on the basis of inferior manuscripts?
There is no dispute about the text of the Hebrew manuscripts used to translate the Old Testament. So far as Greek New
Testament manuscripts are concerned, according to Professor Kurt Aland, there are known to exist today at least: 81 papyrus
manuscripts, 267 manuscripts written all in capital letters, 2764 manuscripts written in smaller script, as well as 2143
manuscripts containing Scripture readings for public use in church worship. This gives a total of 5255 Greek manuscripts of
the New Testament. Many of these are, of course, fragmentary and few of them contain the whole New Testament. Professor
Aland estimates that at least 90% of these manuscripts agree with the Greek text used for the King James Bible. In addition,
careful translators will consider the testimony of early Christian writers, who often quoted the words of the New Testament
writers, and also that of early translations from the original Greek into Latin, Syriac, Gothic, etc. Though the oldest reasonably
complete manuscripts date from about three hundred years after the apostles wrote, the testimony of the early Christian writers
can take us much closer to the time of the New Testament writings.

The work of revision

9. Why was it felt necessary to revise the English Bible?
The King James was periodically revised during the 17th and 18th centuries. Such revisions modernised the spelling, and also
corrected misprints that had crept into the text. For example, an early edition omitted the word ‘not’ from the 7th

Commandment! (It became known as ‘The Wicked Bible’!) One misprint that persists to our day is in Matthew 23:24 where
the word ‘at’ was printed instead of ‘out’, as all other English versions since Tyndale’s had rendered it. This work of periodic
updating appears to have ceased in 1769. It was over a century later, in 1870, that the Province of Canterbury in the Church of
England agreed to appoint a committee to consider those passages of the King James Bible that required amendment.

10. Who were involved in this revision?
The leading influences in the work of revision were two Cambridge professors, Brooke Foss Westcott and Fenton John Hort.
These two man had produced a radically different Greek version of the New Testament, based on two recently published
manuscripts which showed marked variations from the vast majority of existing Greek manuscripts and differed even more
widely from each other. One, Codex Vaticanus, had been known at the time of the translation of the King James Bible but had
been rejected as worthless. The other, Codex Sinaiaticus, had been retrieved from the rubbish bin at St Catherine’s Monastery
in Egypt by a visiting German scholar. This second manuscript had also long been recognised as worthless, since the
incomplete manuscript, now in the British Museum, contains 14,800 corrections by nine separate early correctors in its 389.5
pages or approximately 38 corrections per page! These two manuscripts resemble the discredited Latin Vulgate version, which
was the standard text of the Roman Catholic Church. Westcott and Hort were concerned to promote their new version of the
New Testament and, while the Revisers made few significant changes to the Old Testament, the New Testament was
extensively altered. Westcott and Hort’s new version of the Greek New Testament forms the basis of nearly every modern
version.

11. What sort of men were Westcott and Hort?
Both were followers of the ‘Higher Criticism’ and were sceptical about much Christian doctrine, including the atonement, and
the authority of the Bible. Westcott denied the historicity of the opening chapters of Genesis. Hort was a believer in Darwinism
and both men were devotees of Mary. They were Anglo-Catholics, believing that Protestantism was ‘only parenthetical and
temporary.’ They both were deeply involved in the occult from nearly thirty years before the Revision was published. In 1851
they founded the ‘Ghostly Guild’ [now known as the Society for Psychical Research], the year Westcott was ordained as an
Anglican priest. In the following year, Westcott spoke of being ‘most anxious to replace’ the traditional Greek text of the New
Testament. Both expressed a deep hatred for the Received Text of the New Testament.

Two types of problem

12. What kinds of problem arise from the use of Bible versions based on the work of Westcott and Hort?
In setting aside the testimony of more than 5000 Greek manuscripts of the New Testament and accepting as authoritative the
Vatican and Sinai manuscripts, the modern versions present a significantly different New Testament. It has been estimated that
36,000 changes were made in the Revised Version. The most common and noticeable of the changes in versions based on these



two corrupt manuscripts are passages, verses, phrases and words omitted or questioned. These may be omitted entirely or
attract footnotes seriously questioning their authenticity. Examples of passages thus treated include: Mark 16:9-20 and John
7:53 – 8:11. Examples of verses omitted or questioned include: Matthew 17:21, 18:11, 21:44, 23:14, Mark 7:16, 9:44 & 46,
11:26, 15:28, Luke 17:36, 22:43-44, 23:17, 23:34, 24;12 & 40, John 5:4, Acts 8:37, 15:34, 24:6-8, 28:29, Romans 16:24. The
following are a just few examples of verses seriously mutilated: Matthew 5:44, Luke 2:33, 2 Timothy 3:16, 1 John 5:7-8,
Revelation 22:14.

13. What further problem has arisen since the appearance of the Revised Version?
‘The King James translators were committed to producing an English Bible that would be a precise translation and by no
means a paraphrase or a broadly approximate rendering. On the one hand, the scholars were almost as familiar with the
original languages of the Bible as with their native English. On the other hand, their reverence for the divine Author and His
Word assured a translation of the Scriptures in which only a principle of utmost accuracy could be accepted.’ New King James
Bible, Preface. Perhaps the greatest problem with modern versions is their extreme laxity in rendering faithfully the sense of
even their own Greek original. The King James translators, when supplying words required by the sense, placed such words in
italics. Such scruples are notably absent from most more recent versions. Their translation principle, called ‘Dynamic
Equivalence,’ does not require a faithful rendering of the original words but an attempt to convey what the translator thinks the
writer meant. This technique is most clearly at work in versions like the NIV and the Good News. An example of this
questionable technique at work is in 1 Corinthians 7:36. The Greek word ‘parthenos’ literally means ‘virgin’ and is so
translated in the King James Bible. The ASV renders it ‘virgin daughter’ with ‘daughter’ in italics. The NEB has ‘partner in
celibacy.’ Moffatt renders it ‘the maid who is his spiritual bride.’ The RSV says ‘his betrothed,’ while the NIV has ‘the virgin
to whom he is engaged.’ The Good News simply says ‘the girl,’ with ‘unmarried daughter’ as a footnote alternative. This verse
has been subject to different interpretations but is it the task of the translator to impose his own interpretation on the reader?
Can such versions claim to be accurate translations?

Specific Problems

14. Do these changes make any difference to the teaching of the Bible?
Those who have attempted to use modern versions to teach the 70 weeks of Daniel 9 have found it impossible. Versions like
the NIV, the Living Bible, the New English Bible, the Revised Standard Version and the Good News have the Messiah
appearing only 7 prophetic weeks into the prophecy and then being killed 62 prophetic weeks later. Several of these versions,
which were written by those believing in the appearance of the antichrist after the secret rapture, transfer the work of Christ in
Daniel 9:27 to the antichrist! They fail to distinguish between the work of the Messiah and destruction wrought by the Romans,
‘the people of the prince that shall come.’ It has not proved possible for these people to provide a sound historical fulfilment of
these alternative versions of the prophecy and they tend instead to cast doubt on the accuracy of the prophecy itself! It is not
without significance that the RSV, NIV, Good News et al. omit the reference to Daniel the prophet in Mark 13:14, where
Christ applies this prophecy to the destruction of Jerusalem. The diligent reader will discover similar tampering with the longer
time prophecy of Daniel 8:14, of which the 70 weeks is a part.

15. What other Bible teachings are affected by the readings of modern Bible versions?
Examples of this include: 2 Peter 2:9 which has been altered to conform with the papal doctrine of purgatory. NIV, NKJV,
Good News, etc. Revelation 22:14 has been altered to remove obedience to the Ten Commandments as a requirement for
eternal life. NIV, Good News, etc. 1 Timothy 3:16 has been modified to remove its affirmation that Jesus was God, manifest in
the flesh. NIV, Good News, etc. Indeed a tendency in these versions is to omit the name of Jesus from numerous verses.

16. What is Satan’s unceasing attitude to God’s Word?
‘The Bible was hated, and efforts were made to rid the earth of it. The people were forbidden to read it, on pain of death; and
all the copies which could be found were burned. But I saw that God had a special care for His Word. He protected it. At
different periods there were but a very few copies of the Bible in existence, yet He would not suffer His Word to be lost, for in
the last days copies of it were to be so multiplied that every family could possess it. I saw that when there were but few copies
of the Bible, it was precious and comforting to the persecuted followers of Jesus. It was read in the most secret manner, and
those who had this exalted privilege felt that they had had an interview with God, with His Son Jesus, and with His disciples.
But this blessed privilege cost many of them their lives. If discovered, they were taken to the headsman’s block, to the stake, or
to the dungeon to die of starvation.’ Early Writings, page 214.

Compiler’s Endnote: ‘Now that Satan can no longer keep the world under his control by withholding the Scriptures, he
resorts to other means to accomplish the same object. To destroy faith in the Bible serves his purpose as well as to destroy the
Bible itself.’ Great Controversy, page 586. Satan’s hatred of the Bible is no less than it ever was. The fact that he has changed
his tactics to destroy God’s Word should not blind God’s people. Since man is to live by every word that proceeds from the
mouth of God, Christians should be careful to ensure that those words are not being tampered with or corrupted by those who,
‘having a form of godliness but denying the power thereof,’ ‘received not the love of the truth that they might be saved.’ Not
all Bibles are equal in value and the diligent lover of truth will seek to ensure that his Bible is the uncorrupted Word of God.

Lesson 7: ‘Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet’



MEMORY VERSE: “And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 2 Timothy 3:15.
STUDY HELP: Great Controversy, pages 518-523.

Introduction.

‘When you search the Scriptures with an earnest desire to learn the truth, God will breathe His Spirit into your heart and
impress your mind with the light of His word. The Bible is its own interpreter, one passage explaining another. By comparing
scriptures referring to the same subjects, you will see beauty and harmony of which you have never dreamed. There is no other
book whose perusal strengthens and enlarges, elevates and ennobles the mind, as does the perusal of this Book of books. Its
study imparts new vigour to the mind, which is thus brought in contact with subjects requiring earnest thought, and is drawn
out in prayer to God for power to comprehend the truths revealed.’ Testimonies Volume 4, page 499.

‘Wise unto salvation’

1. What are the Scriptures able to do for the one who places his faith in Jesus Christ? 2 Timothy 3:15.
NOTE: ‘What other book will teach men to love, fear, and obey God as does the Bible? What other book presents to students
more ennobling science, more wonderful history? It clearly portrays righteousness, and foretells the consequence of disloyalty
to the law of Jehovah. No one is left in darkness as to that which God approves or disapproves. In studying the Scriptures we
become acquainted with God, and are led to understand our relation to Christ, who is the sin-bearer, the surety, the substitute,
for our fallen race. These truths concern our present and eternal interests. The Bible stands the highest among books, and its
study is valuable above the study of other literature in giving strength and expansion to the mind.’ Special Testimonies on
Education, page 18.

2. What aspect of God’s Word should especially occupy our minds? With what result? Psalm 1:1-3. Psalm 119:9-16.
NOTE: ‘“The prince of this world cometh,” said Jesus, “and hath nothing in Me.” John 14:30. There was in Him nothing that
responded to Satan’s sophistry. He did not consent to sin. Not even by a thought did He yield to temptation. So it may be with
us. Christ’s humanity was united with divinity; He was fitted for the conflict by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. And He
came to make us partakers of the divine nature. So long as we are united to Him by faith, sin has no more dominion over us.
God reaches for the hand of faith in us to direct it to lay fast hold upon the divinity of Christ, that we may attain to perfection
of character. And how this is accomplished, Christ has shown us. By what means did He overcome in the conflict with Satan?
By the word of God. Only by the word could He resist temptation. “It is written,” He said. And unto us are given “exceeding
great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust.” 2 Peter 1:4. Every promise in God’s word is ours. “By every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God” are we to live. When assailed by temptation, look not to circumstances or to the weakness of self, but to the power of the
word. All its strength is yours. “Thy word,” says the psalmist, “have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee.” “By
the world of Thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer.” Psalms 119:11; 17:4.’ Desire of Ages, page 123.

‘He will guide you into all truth’

3. What precious promises may we claim as we study the Scriptures? John 14:26, 16:13.
NOTE: ‘God intends that, even in this life, truth shall be ever unfolding to His people. There is only one way in which this
knowledge can be obtained. We can attain to an understanding of God’s word only through the illumination of that Spirit by
which the word was given. “The things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God;” “for the Spirit searcheth all things,
yea, the deep things of God.” And the Saviour’s promise to His followers was: “When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will
guide you into all truth. . . . For He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you.”’ Testimonies Volume 5, page 703.

4. What prayer of David’s should be ours whenever we study the Scriptures? Psalm 119:18.
NOTE: ‘Never should the Bible be studied without prayer. Before opening its pages, we should ask for the enlightenment of
the Holy Spirit, and it will be given. When Nathanael came to Jesus, the Saviour exclaimed, “Behold an Israelite indeed, in
whom is no guile.” [John 1:47.] Nathanael said, “Whence knowest Thou me?” Jesus answered, “Before that Philip called thee,
when thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee.” And Jesus will see us also in the secret places of prayer, if we will seek Him for
light, that we may know what is truth. Angels from the world of light will be with those who in humility of heart seek for
divine guidance. The Holy Spirit exalts and glorifies the Saviour. It is His office to present Christ, the purity of His
righteousness, and the great salvation that we have through Him. Jesus says, “He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto
you.” [John 16:14.] The Spirit of truth is the only effectual Teacher of divine truth.’ Christian Education, page 59.

‘At the end it shall speak…’

5. Which people will understand the Scriptures and which will not? Daniel 12:9-10. How does the Bible define
wisdom? Psalm 111:10.

NOTE: ‘To a friend of the Reformation Luther wrote: “We cannot attain to the understanding of Scripture either by study or by
the intellect. Your first duty is to begin by prayer. Entreat the Lord to grant you, of His great mercy, the true understanding of



His word. There is no other interpreter of the word of God than the Author of this word, as He Himself has said, ‘They shall be
all taught of God.’ Hope for nothing from your own labours, from your own understanding: trust solely in God, and in the
influence of His Spirit. Believe this on the word of a man who has had experience.” Here is a lesson of vital importance to
those who feel that God has called them to present to others the solemn truths for this time.’ Great Controversy, page 132.

6. Against what misuse of the Scriptures did Peter warn? 2 Peter 3:16.
NOTE: ‘In order to sustain erroneous doctrines or unchristian practices, some will seize upon passages of Scripture separated
from the context, perhaps quoting half of a single verse as proving their point, when the remaining portion would show the
meaning to be quite the opposite. With the cunning of the serpent, they entrench themselves behind disconnected utterances
construed to suit their carnal desires. Thus do many wilfully pervert the word of God. Others, who have an active imagination,
seize upon the figures and symbols of Holy Writ, interpret them to suit their fancy, with little regard to the testimony of
Scripture as its own interpreter, and then they present their vagaries as the teachings of the Bible. Whenever the study of the
Scriptures is entered upon without a prayerful, humble, teachable spirit, the plainest and simplest as well as the most difficult
passages will be wrested from their true meaning.’ Great Controversy, page 521.

‘By every word…’

7. How did Jesus describe the importance of His words? John 6:63, last part.
NOTE: ‘Though inestimable treasures are in the Bible, and it is like a mine full of precious ore, it is not valued, it is not
searched, and its riches are not discovered. Mercy and truth and love are valuable beyond our power to calculate; we cannot
have too great a supply of these treasures, and it is in the word of God we find out how we may become possessors of these
heavenly riches, and yet why is it that the word of God is uninteresting to many professed Christians? Is it because the word of
God is not spirit and is not life? Has Jesus put upon us an uninteresting task, when he commands us to “search the Scriptures”?
John 5:39. Jesus says, “The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life.” John 6:63. But spiritual things are
spiritually discerned, and the reason of your lack of interest is that you lack the Spirit of God. When the heart is brought into
harmony with the word, a new life will spring up within you, a new light will shine upon every line of the word, and it will
become the voice of God to your soul. In this way you will take celestial observations, and know whither you are going, and be
able to make the most of your privileges today.’ Christian Education, page 80.

8. How did Jesus teach us to value the treasures of His Word? Matthew 13:44.
NOTE: ‘It is proper and right to read the Bible; but your duty does not end there; for you are to search its pages for yourselves.
The knowledge of God is not to be gained without mental effort, without prayer for wisdom in order that you may separate
from the pure grain of truth the chaff with which men and Satan have misrepresented the doctrines of truth. Satan and his
confederacy of human agents have endeavoured to mix the chaff of error with the wheat of truth. We should diligently search
for the hidden treasure, and seek wisdom from heaven in order to separate human inventions from the divine commands. The
Holy Spirit will aid the seeker for great and precious truths which relate to the plan of redemption. I would impress upon all the
fact that a casual reading of the Scriptures is not enough. We must search, and this means the doing of all the word implies. As
the miner eagerly explores the earth to discover its veins of gold, so you are to explore the word of God for the hidden treasure
that Satan has so long sought to hide from man.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, September 11th, 1894.

Comparing spiritual things with spiritual

9. What principle of discovering the meaning of the Scriptures is given us in the Word? Isaiah 28:9-10.
NOTE: ‘Perilous times are before us. Everyone who has a knowledge of the truth should awake and place himself, body, soul,
and spirit, under the discipline of God. The enemy is on our track. We must be wide-awake, on our guard against him. We
must put on the whole armour of God. We must follow the directions given through the spirit of prophecy. We must love and
obey the truth for this time. This will save us from accepting strong delusions. God has spoken to us through His word. He has
spoken to us through the testimonies to the church and through the books that have helped to make plain our present duty and
the position that we should now occupy. The warnings that have been given, line upon line, precept upon precept, should be
heeded. If we disregard them, what excuse can we offer?’ Testimonies Volume 8, page 298.

10. What important principle does Paul give for those seeking to understand spiritual things? 1 Corinthians 2:13-14.
NOTE: ‘We should not take the testimony of any man as to what the Scriptures teach, but should study the word of God
ourselves. If we allow others to do our thinking, we shall have crippled energies and contracted abilities. The noble powers of
the mind may be so dwarfed by lack of exercise on themes worthy of their concentration as to lose their ability to grasp the
deep meaning of the word of God. The mind will enlarge if it is employed in tracing out the subjects of the Bible, comparing
scripture with scripture, and spiritual things with spiritual. There is nothing more calculated to strengthen the intellect than the
study of the Scriptures. No other book is so potent to elevate the thoughts, to give vigour to the faculties, as the broad,
ennobling truths of the Bible. If God’s word were studied as it should be, men would have a breadth of mind, a nobility of
character, and a stability of purpose that is rarely seen in these times. But there is but little benefit derived from a hasty reading
of the Scriptures. One may read the whole Bible through, and yet fail to see its beauty or comprehend its deep and hidden
meaning. One passage studied until its significance is clear to the mind, and its relation to the plan of salvation is evident, is of
more value than the perusal of many chapters with no definite purpose in view and no positive instruction gained. Keep your
Bible with you. As you have opportunity, read it; fix the texts in your memory. Even while you are walking the streets, you
may read a passage, and meditate upon it, thus fixing it in the mind.’ Christian Education, page 58



‘Seek and ye shall find’

11. What promise is given to those who diligently search for truth? Matthew 7:7, Proverbs 8:17.
NOTE: ‘Our heavenly Father has a pure and inexhaustible fountain of knowledge from which we may draw, and there is no
limit to His gifts to those who earnestly seek for truth. The capacities of those who add to their faith virtue will be enlarged to
receive still greater virtues. There are undeveloped faculties lying dormant that will spring into life and activity when the
human is united with the divine. Those who make the most of that which God has given them in this life will find their powers
developed to as much greater degree in the future life as they have by wise improvement increased them in this life.’ Sabbath
School Worker, July 1st, 1889.

12. What condition is needed if we are to understand the Bible’s teachings? John 7:17.
NOTE: ‘Satan can present a counterfeit so closely resembling the truth that it deceives those who are willing to be deceived,
who desire to shun the self-denial and sacrifice demanded by the truth; but it is impossible for him to hold under his power one
soul who honestly desires, at whatever cost, to know the truth. Christ is the Truth and the “Light, which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world.” John 1:9. The Spirit of truth has been sent to guide men into all truth. And upon the authority of the
Son of God it is declared: “Seek, and ye shall find.” “If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine.” Matthew 7:7.
John 7:17.’ Great Controversy, page 528.

13. How will this obedience to God’s will be manifested? John 14:15, 1 John 2:3-5, 4: 20, 5:2-3.
NOTE: ‘There are those who profess holiness, who declare that they are wholly the Lord’s, who claim a right to the promises
of God, while refusing to render obedience to His commandments. These transgressors of the law claim everything that is
promised to the children of God; but this is presumption on their part, for John tells us that true love for God will be revealed
in obedience to all His commandments. It is not enough to believe the theory of truth, to make a profession of faith in Christ, to
believe that Jesus is no impostor, and that the religion of the Bible is no cunningly devised fable. “He that saith, I know Him,
and keepeth not His commandments,” John wrote, “is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth His word, in him
verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in Him.” “He that keepeth His commandments dwelleth in
Him, and He in him.” 1 John 2:4-5; 3:24. John did not teach that salvation was to be earned by obedience; but that obedience
was the fruit of faith and love. “Ye know that He was manifested to take away our sins,” he said, “and in Him is no sin.
Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him, neither known Him.” 1 John 3:5-6. If we abide
in Christ, if the love of God dwells in the heart, our feelings, our thoughts, our actions, will be in harmony with the will of
God. The sanctified heart is in harmony with the precepts of God’s law.’ Acts of the Apostles, pages 562 – 3.

Lesson 8: ‘Holy men of God spake…’

MEMORY VERSE: “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.’ 2 Peter 1:21.
STUDY HELP: Testimonies Volume 5, pages 62-83.

Introduction.

‘The light of present truth is a precious talent lent to God’s people by Him who is truth. It is not to be hoarded, but constantly
imparted. The Lord desires that His professed people shall themselves profit by the truths received. It is given, first for their
own development, of heart and mind and affections; then for the help and enlightenment of those in the darkness of unbelief. In
this age the Lord is sending His servants with no ordinary message, but with special truths that must come before believers of
every rank and tongue. Many of our church-members have never studied fully into the more sure word of prophecy, and do not
understand the facts that have made us what we are. All should bring into exercise the powers of the intellect, that they may
clearly understand the different phases of present truth, and especially the subjects of prophecy which were opened to us when
the message of Christ’s soon coming was first heralded.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, April 2nd, 1908.

‘Believe His prophets’

1. What important counsel did Jehoshaphat give to God’s people? 2 Chronicles 20:20.
NOTE: ‘“Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established believe His prophets, so shall ye prosper.” “To the law and
to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” Two texts are here set before
God’s people: two conditions for success. The law spoken by Jehovah Himself, and the spirit of prophecy, are the two sources
of wisdom to guide His people in every experience. Deuteronomy 4:6. “This is your wisdom and your understanding in the
sight of the nations, who shall say, Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” The law of God and the Spirit
of Prophecy go hand in hand to guide and counsel the church, and whenever the church has recognised this by obeying His
law, the Spirit of Prophecy has been sent to guide her in the way of truth. Revelation 12:17. “And the dragon was wroth with
the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ.” [Compare Revelation 19:10 & 22:8-9]’ Loma Linda Messages, page 33.



2. How must the Law of God and the testimony of the prophets be used to test those who claim to speak for God?
Isaiah 8:20.

NOTE: ‘Our watchword is to be: “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there
is no light in them.” Isaiah 8:20. We have a Bible full of the most precious truth. It contains the alpha and omega of
knowledge. The Scriptures, given by inspiration of God, are “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 2 Timothy 3:16, 17. Take the
Bible as your study book. All can understand its instruction.’ Testimonies Volume 8, page 299.
‘Those who have entered upon the work of teaching, or who have been called to any position of responsibility, should not be
satisfied to take the product of the researches of other minds, but they should investigate truth for themselves. If they do not
form the habit of investigating themes of truth for themselves, they will become superficial in their life and acquirements. The
opinions of your associates may be of value to you, but you should not rely upon them and have no definite ideas of your own.
You should examine the truths you have been led to believe, until you know that they are without a flaw. You lose much when
you do not bring every point of faith you hold to the law and to the testimony, for you do not see or appreciate the truth as it
is.’ Testimonies on Sabbath School Work, page 61.
‘We are thankful that we have a sure word of prophecy, so that none of us need be deceived. We know that there are heresies
and fables in our world at the present time, and we want to know what is truth. It becomes us to search carefully for ourselves
that we may gain this knowledge. We cannot do this with a mere reading of the Scriptures, but we must compare scripture with
scripture. We must search the Scriptures for ourselves, so that we shall not be led astray; and while many may be led astray
because there are all kinds of doctrines in our world, there is one truth. Many may come to you and tell you that they have the
truth, but it is your privilege to search the Scriptures for yourself. “To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according
to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” We must be acquainted with the Scriptures ourselves, that we may
understand the true reason of the hope that is within us.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, April 3rd, 1888.

‘Despise not prophesyings’

3. What was the response of some who heard God’s prophets in former times? Jeremiah 20:7-8, Ezekiel 2:3-7.
NOTE: ‘“If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.” These
words were proved true in the history of the Jewish nation. Christ’s last and crowning miracle was the raising of Lazarus of
Bethany, after he had been dead four days. The Jews were given this wonderful evidence of the Saviour’s divinity, but they
rejected it. Lazarus rose from the dead and bore his testimony before them, but they hardened their hearts against all evidence,
and even sought to take his life. (John 12:9-11.) The law and the prophets are God’s appointed agencies for the salvation of
men. Christ said, Let them give heed to these evidences. If they do not listen to the voice of God in His word, the testimony of
a witness raised from the dead would not be heeded. Those who heed Moses and the prophets will require no greater light than
God has given; but if men reject the light, and fail to appreciate the opportunities granted them, they would not hear if one
from the dead should come to them with a message. They would not be convinced even by this evidence; for those who reject
the law and the prophets so harden their hearts that they will reject all light.’ Christ’s Object Lessons, page 265.

4. What counsel did Paul give to the Thessalonian believers concerning prophecy? 1 Thessalonians 5:19-21.
NOTE: ‘The apostle cautioned the Thessalonians not to despise the gift of prophecy, and in the words, “Quench not the Spirit;
despise not prophesyings; prove all things; hold fast that which is good,” he enjoined a careful discrimination in distinguishing
the false from the true.’ Acts of the Apostles, page 263.

‘The remnant of her seed’

5. How is the remnant of the church to be recognised in the final struggle with the power of Satan? Revelation 12:17.
NOTE: ‘It was Christ that spoke to His people through the prophets. The apostle Peter, writing to the Christian church, says
that the prophets “prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of
Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow.” 1
Peter 1:10-11. It is the voice of Christ that speaks to us through the Old Testament. “The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy.” Revelation 19:10.’ Patriarchs & Prophets, page 366.
This prophecy points out clearly that the remnant church will acknowledge God in His law and will have the prophetic gift.
Obedience to the law of God, and the spirit of prophecy has always distinguished the true people of God, and the test is usually
given on present manifestations. In Jeremiah’s day the people had no question about the message of Moses, Elijah, or Elisha,
but they did question and put aside the message sent of God to Jeremiah until its force and power was wasted and there was no
remedy but for God to carry them away into captivity. Likewise in the days of Christ, the people had learned that Jeremiah’s
message was true, and they persuaded themselves to believe that if they had lived in the days of their fathers they would have
accepted his message, but at the same time they were rejecting Christ’s message, of whom all the prophets had written. As the
third angel’s message arose in the world, which is to reveal the law of God to the church in its fullness and power, the
prophetic gift was also immediately restored. This gift has acted a very prominent part in the development and carrying
forward of this message.’ Loma Linda Messages, page 33.

6. What warnings are given that Satan will also have his prophets in the last days? Matthew 24:4-5, 11, 23-26,
Ephesians 4:14.

NOTE: ‘False prophets arose to sow confusion among the people by turning them away from obeying the divine commands



given through Jeremiah, but God’s judgments were pronounced against them in consequence of their grievous sin of bringing
rebellion against Him. Just such men arise in these days and breed confusion and rebellion among the people who profess to
obey the law of God. But just as certainly as divine judgement was visited upon the false prophets, just so surely will these evil
workers receive their full measure of retribution; for the Lord has not changed. Those who prophesy lies encourage men to
look upon sin as a small matter. When the terrible results of their crimes are made manifest, they seek, if possible, to make the
one who has faithfully warned them responsible for their difficulties, even as the Jews charged Jeremiah with their evil
fortunes. Those who pursue a course of rebellion against the Lord can always find false prophets who will justify them in their
acts and flatter them to their destruction. Lying words often make many friends, as in the case of Ahab and Zedekiah. These
false prophets, in their pretended zeal for God, found many more believers and followers than the true prophet, who delivered
the simple message of the Lord.’ Testimonies Volume 4, pages 173-174.

‘Prove all things’

7. What test may be used to distinguish a false prophet? Deuteronomy 18:21-22, Jeremiah 28:9, Isaiah 41:21-23.
NOTE: ‘“The prophet which prophesieth of peace,” Jeremiah proposed in conclusion, “when the word of the prophet shall
come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the Lord hath truly sent him.” If Israel chose to run the risk, future
developments would effectually decide which was the true prophet. The words of Jeremiah counselling submission aroused
Hananiah to a daring challenge of the reliability of the message delivered. Taking the symbolic yoke from Jeremiah’s neck,
Hananiah broke it, saying, “Thus saith the Lord; Even so will I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the
neck of all nations within the space of two full years. “And the prophet Jeremiah went his way.” Apparently, he could do
nothing more than to retire from the scene of conflict. But Jeremiah was given another message. “Go and tell Hananiah,” he
was bidden, “Thus saith the Lord; Thou hast broken the yokes of wood; but thou shalt make for them yokes of iron. For thus
saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these nations, that they may serve
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him. . . . “Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet,
Hear now, Hananiah; The Lord hath not sent thee; but thou makest this people to trust in a lie. Therefore thus saith the Lord;
Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of the earth: this year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught rebellion against the
Lord. So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh month.” Verses 13-17. The false prophet had strengthened the
unbelief of the people in Jeremiah and his message. He had wickedly declared himself the Lord’s messenger, and he suffered
death in consequence. In the fifth month, Jeremiah prophesied the death of Hananiah, and in the seventh month, his words
were proved true by their fulfilment.’ Prophets & Kings, pages 445-446.

8. What further test did the apostle John give for proving whether a prophet is inspired by the Spirit of God or
another spirit? 1 John 4:1-3.

NOTE: ‘Letters have been coming in to me, affirming that Christ could not have had the same nature as man, for if He had, He
would have fallen under similar temptations. If He did not have man’s nature, He could not be our example. If He was not a
partaker of our nature, He could not have been tempted as man has been. If it were not possible for Him to yield to temptation,
He could not be our helper. It was a solemn reality that Christ came to fight the battles as man, in man’s behalf. His temptation
and victory tell us that humanity must copy the Pattern; man must become a partaker of the divine nature.’ Selected Messages
Book 1, page 408.

‘By their fruits ye shall know them’

9. What straightforward test did Jesus give us to identify false prophets? Matthew 7:15-20.
NOTE: ‘Here is a test which all may apply if they will. None need be left in uncertainty and doubt. There is always sufficient
evidence upon which to base an intelligent faith. But God will never remove from any man all occasion for doubts. Those who
love to dwell in the atmosphere of doubt and questioning unbelief can have the unenviable privilege. He who turns from the
weight of evidence because there are a few things that he cannot make plain to his finite understanding, will be left to the cold,
chilling atmosphere of unbelief and scepticism, and will make shipwreck of faith. It should not be considered a virtue to be on
the side of the doubting rather than on the side of the believing. Jesus never praised unbelief, never commended a doubting,
questioning spirit. He gave to his nation evidence of his Messiahship in the miracles he wrought; but there were some who
reasoned these evidences away, and in every good work found something to question and censure.’ Signs of the Times,
December 30th 1886.
‘Many are changed by every current. They wait to hear what someone else thinks, and his opinion is accepted as altogether
true. If they would lean wholly upon God, they would grow strong in His strength; but they do not say to the Lord, I can not
make any decision until I know Thy will. Their natural inclination is to allow another to be conscience for them; and they
speak after he has spoken, saying what he says, and acting as he acts. When these persons are placed in circumstances where
they must think and act for themselves, they dare not express any decided opinion. Yet often, like Aaron, they have much
ability. God pity such weaklings.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, May 9th, 1899.

10. What are some of the fruits of a true prophet’s ministry? 1 Corinthians 14:3.
NOTE: ‘Early in my youth I was asked several times, Are you a prophet? I have ever responded, I am the Lord’s messenger. I
know that many have called me a prophet, but I have made no claim to this title. My Saviour declared me to be His messenger.
“Your work,” He instructed me, “is to bear my word. Strange things will arise, and in your youth I set you apart to bear the
message to the erring ones, to carry the Word before unbelievers, and with pen and voice to reprove from the Word actions that
are not right. Exhort from the Word. I will make my Word open to you. It shall not be as a strange language. In the true



eloquence of simplicity, with voice and pen, the messages that I give shall be heard from one who has never learned in the
schools. My Spirit and My power shall be with you. Be not afraid of man, for My shield shall protect you. It is not you that
speaketh; it is the Lord that giveth the messages of warning and reproof. Never deviate from the truth under any circumstances.
Give the light I shall give you. The messages for these last days shall be written in books, and shall stand immortalised, to
testify against those who have once rejoiced in the light, but who have been led to give it up because of the seductive
influences of evil.” Why have I not claimed to be a prophet? Because in these days many who boldly claim that they are
prophets, are a reproach to the cause of Christ; and because my work includes much more than the word “prophet” signifies.
When this work was first given me, I begged the Lord to lay the burden on some one else. The work was so large and broad
and deep that I feared I could not do it. But by His Holy Spirit the Lord has enabled me to perform the work which He gave me
to do.’ Spalding-Magan Collection, page 481.

‘A light that shineth in a dark place until the day dawn’

11. What function does prophecy fulfil for God’s people in the darkness of this world? 2 Peter 1:19, Revelation 1:3.
NOTE: ‘Brethren, to whom the truths of God’s word have been opened, what part will you act in the closing scenes of this
world’s history? Are you awake to these solemn realities? Do you realise the grand work of preparation that is going on in
heaven and on earth? Let all who have received the light, who have had the opportunity of reading and hearing the prophecy,
take heed to those things that are written therein; “for the time is at hand.” Let none now tamper with sin, the source of every
misery in our world. No longer remain in lethargy and stupid indifference. Let not the destiny of your soul hang upon an
uncertainty. Know that you are fully on the Lord’s side. Let the inquiry go forth from sincere hearts and trembling lips, “Who
shall be able to stand?” Have you, in these last precious hours of probation, been putting the very best material into your
character building? Have you been purifying your souls from every stain? Have you followed the light? Have you works
corresponding to your profession of faith? Is the softening, subduing influence of the grace of God working upon you? Have
you hearts that can feel, eyes that can see, ears that can hear? Is it in vain that the declaration of eternal truth has been made
concerning the nations of the earth? They are under condemnation, preparing for the judgments of God; and in this day which
is big with eternal results, the people chosen to be the depositories of momentous truth ought to be abiding in Christ. Are you
letting your light shine to illumine the nations that are perishing in their sins? Do you realise that you are to stand in defence of
God’s commandments before those who are treading them underfoot?’ Testimonies Volume 6, page 405.

12. When will prophecy be no longer needed? 1 Corinthians 13:8-10.
NOTE: ‘This text does foretell the cessation of spiritual gifts, also of faith and hope. But when were they to cease? We still
look forward to the time when “hope shall change to glad fruition, faith to sight, and prayer to praise.” They are to cease when
that which is perfect is come, when we shall no longer see through a glass darkly, but face to face. The perfect day, when the
just are made perfect and see as they are seen, is yet in the future. It is true that the Man of Sin, when arrived at manhood, had
put away such “childish things” as prophecies, tongues, and knowledge, and also the faith, hope and charity of the primitive
Christians. But there is nothing in the text to show that God designed to take away the gifts which He had set in the church, till
the consummation of her faith and hope, till the surpassing glory of the immortal state should eclipse the most brilliant displays
of spiritual power and knowledge ever manifested in this mortal state.’ Early Writings, page136. (Spiritual Gifts Volume One,
Introduction by Roswell F. Cottrell.

Lesson 9: ‘At the time of the end shall be the vision’

MEMORY VERSE: “I have sent also unto you all My servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, Return
ye now every man from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in
the land which I have given to you and to your fathers: but ye have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto Me.” Jeremiah
35:15.
STUDY HELP: Early Writings, pages 229-258. .

Introduction.

‘Preachers and people have looked upon the book of Revelation as mysterious and of less importance than other portions of the
Sacred Scriptures. But I saw that this book is indeed a revelation given for the especial benefit of those who should live in the
last days, to guide them in ascertaining their true position and their duty.’ Early Writings, page 231.
‘We are on our way to the city of God, and the perils of the last days are all about us. The path we are climbing is narrow and
dangerous, and we do not want to make any false steps. At such a time as this, a faithful guide is as necessary to us as to the
mountain-climbers, and such a guide is provided for us in the word of God.’ Signs of the Times, December 10th, 1885.
‘My brethren and sisters, do not allow trifling things to absorb your time and attention. Keep your mind on the glorious themes
of the Word of God. A study of these themes will give you a strength that will carry you through the trials and difficulties of
the last days, and bring you to where you will walk with Christ in white, because you are worthy. In the Word of God, studied
and obeyed, we possess a spiritual guide and instructor by which the worst forms of evil in ourselves may be brought under the
discipline of his law. If the teachings of this Word were made the controlling influence in our lives, if mind and heart were
brought under its restraining power, the evils that now exist in churches and in families would find no place. Upon converted



households the purest blessings would descend, and from these households an influence would go forth that would make God’s
people a power on the side of truth.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, November 24th, 1904.

‘The foundation on a rock…’

1. What is to be the foundation of the Christian’s faith? Luke 6:47-48.
NOTE: ‘The time has come when we must know for ourselves why we believe as we do. We must stand for God and for the
truth, against a reckless, unbelieving generation. The man who has once known the way of life, and has turned from the
convictions of his own heart to the sophistry of Satan, will be more inaccessible and more unimpressible than he who has never
tasted the love of Christ. He will be wise to do evil. He has bound himself to Satan, even against light and knowledge. I say to
my brethren: Your only hope is in God. We must be clothed with Christ’s righteousness if we would withstand the prevailing
impiety. We must show our faith by our works. Let us lay up for ourselves a good foundation against the time to come, that we
may lay hold on eternal life.’ Testimonies Volume 4, page 596.
Our hope is to be constantly strengthened by the knowledge that Christ is our righteousness. Let our faith rest upon this
foundation, for it will stand fast forever. Instead of dwelling upon the darkness of Satan and fearing his power, we should open
our hearts to receive light from Christ and to let it shine forth to the world, declaring that He is above all the power of Satan,
that His sustaining arm will support all who trust in Him.’ Testimonies Volume 5, page 742.
God’s word should be received as the foundation and the finisher of our faith. It is to be received with the understanding and
with the whole heart; it is life and is to be incorporated into our very existence. Thus received, the word of God will humble
man at the footstool of mercy and separate him from every corrupting influence.’ Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students,
page 374.

2. What will be the fate of those who are merely hearers of God’s Word but do not put into practice the things they
have heard? Luke 6:49.

NOTE: ‘The reason why our people have not more power is that they profess the truth, but do not practice it. They have but
little faith and trust in God. There are but few who bear the burdens connected with His work. The Lord claims the strength of
brain, bone, and muscle; but it is too often withheld from Him and given to the world. The service of God is made a secondary
matter, while worldly interests receive prompt attention. Thus things of minor consequence are made important, while the
requirements of God, things spiritual and eternal, are treated in an indifferent manner, as something which may be taken up at
will and let alone at pleasure. If the mind were stayed upon God and the truth exerted a sanctifying influence upon the heart,
self would be hid in Christ. If we realise the importance of the truth which we profess to believe we should feel that we have a
sacred mission to fulfil, a responsibility involving eternal results. All temporal interests would yield to this.’ Testimonies
Volume 4, page 613.

‘The prophets have enquired and searched diligently…’

3. How are we shown that the prophets themselves did not always fully understand the things revealed to them? 1
Peter 1:10-12.

NOTE: ‘The prophets to whom these great scenes were revealed longed to understand their import. They “inquired and
searched diligently: . . . searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify. . . . Unto
whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you; . . .
which things the angels desire to look into.” 1 Peter 1:10-12. To us who are standing on the very verge of their fulfilment, of
what deep moment, what living interest, are these delineations of the things to come.’ Education, page 183.
‘Yet while it was not given to the prophets to understand fully the things revealed to them, they earnestly sought to obtain all
the light which God had been pleased to make manifest. They “inquired and searched diligently,” “searching what, or what
manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify.” What a lesson to the people of God in the Christian age, for
whose benefit these prophecies were given to His servants! “Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us
they did minister.” Witness those holy men of God as they “inquired and searched diligently” concerning revelations given
them for generations that were yet unborn. Contrast their holy zeal with the listless unconcern with which the favoured ones of
later ages treat this gift of Heaven. What a rebuke to the ease-loving, world-loving indifference which is content to declare that
the prophecies cannot be understood!’ Great Controversy, page 344.

4. What example are we given of a prophet who did not fully understand the things revealed to him and his search for
enlightenment? Daniel 8:13-14, 27, 9:2-3, 17.

NOTE: ‘Not all was made clear to the prophet. “My cogitations much troubled me,” he wrote of his experience at the time,
“and my countenance changed in me: but I kept the matter in my heart.” Daniel 7:28. Through another vision further light was
thrown upon the events of the future; and it was at the close of this vision that Daniel heard “one saint speaking, and another
saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall be the vision?” Daniel 8:13. The answer that was given, “Unto
two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed” (verse 14), filled him with perplexity. Earnestly he
sought for the meaning of the vision. He could not understand the relation sustained by the seventy years’ captivity, as foretold
through Jeremiah, to the twenty-three hundred years that in vision he heard the heavenly visitant declare should elapse before
the cleansing of God’s sanctuary. The angel Gabriel gave him a partial interpretation; yet when the prophet heard the words,
“The vision . . . shall be for many days,” he fainted away. “I Daniel fainted,” he records of his experience, “and was sick
certain days; afterward I rose up, and did the king’s business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.”
Verses 26, 27 Still burdened in behalf of Israel, Daniel studied anew the prophecies of Jeremiah. They were very plain, so plain



that he understood by these testimonies recorded in books “the number of the years, whereof the word of the Lord came to
Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.” Daniel 9:2. With faith founded
on the sure word of prophecy, Daniel pleaded with the Lord for the speedy fulfilment of these promises. He pleaded for the
honour of God to be preserved. In his petition he identified himself fully with those who had fallen short of the divine purpose,
confessing their sins as his own. “I set my face unto the Lord God,” the prophet declared, “to seek by prayer and supplications,
with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes: and I prayed unto the Lord my God, and made my confession.” Verses 3, 4. Though
Daniel had long been in the service of God, and had been spoken of by heaven as “greatly beloved,” yet he now appeared
before God as a sinner, urging the great need of the people he loved. His prayer was eloquent in its simplicity, and intensely
earnest.’ Prophets and Kings, pages 554-555.

‘Whiles I was speaking in prayer…’

5. How did God answer his prayer? Daniel 9:20-23.
NOTE: ‘As Daniel’s prayer is going forth, the angel Gabriel comes sweeping down from the heavenly courts to tell him that
his petitions are heard and answered. This mighty angel has been commissioned to give him skill and understanding, to open
before him the mysteries of future ages. Thus, while earnestly seeking to know and understand the truth, Daniel was brought
into communion with Heaven’s delegated messenger. In answer to his petition, Daniel received not only the light and truth
which he and his people most needed, but a view of the great events of the future, even to the advent of the world’s Redeemer.
Those who claim to be sanctified, while they have no desire to search the Scriptures or to wrestle with God in prayer for a
clearer understanding of Bible truth, know not what true sanctification is. Daniel talked with God. Heaven was opened before
him. But the high honours granted him were the result of humiliation and earnest seeking. All who believe with the heart the
word of God will hunger and thirst for a knowledge of His will. God is the author of truth. He enlightens the darkened
understanding and gives to the human mind power to grasp and comprehend the truths which He has revealed.’ The Sanctified
Life, pages 48 - 49.

6. Until what time were the things revealed to Daniel sealed up? Daniel 12:4, 9.
NOTE: ‘Honoured by men with the responsibilities of state and with the secrets of kingdoms bearing universal sway, Daniel
was honoured by God as His ambassador, and was given many revelations of the mysteries of ages to come. His wonderful
prophecies, as recorded by him in chapters 7 to 12 of the book bearing his name, were not fully understood even by the prophet
himself; but before his life labours closed, he was given the blessed assurance that “at the end of the days”, in the closing
period of this world’s history, he would again be permitted to stand in his lot and place. It was not given him to understand all
that God had revealed of the divine purpose. “Shut up the words, and seal the book,” he was directed concerning his prophetic
writings; these were to be sealed “even to the time of the end.” Prophets & Kings, page 547.

7. How was the apostle John shown the unsealing of Daniel’s prophecies at the time of the end? Revelation 10:1-11.
NOTE: ‘After the seven thunders uttered their voices, the injunction comes to John as to Daniel in regard to the little book,
“Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered.” Those relate to future events which will be disclosed in their order.
Daniel shall stand in his lot at the end of the days. John sees the little book unsealed. Then Daniel’s prophecies have their
proper place in the First, Second and Third Angels’ Messages to be given to the world. The unsealing of the little book was the
message in relation to time. The Books of Daniel and revelation are one. One is a prophecy, the other a revelation; the one a
book sealed, the other a book opened.’ Manuscript 59, 1900.

‘No private interpretation’

8. Against what error are we first warned in trying to understand Bible prophecy? 2 Peter 1:20.
NOTE: ‘While exalting the “sure word of prophecy” as a safe guide in times of peril, the apostle solemnly warned the church
against the torch of false prophecy, which would be uplifted by “false teachers,” who would privily bring in “damnable
heresies, even denying the Lord.” These false teachers arising in the church are accounted true by many of their brethren in the
faith, but the apostle compared them to “wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of
darkness is reserved forever.” “The latter end is worse with them,” he declared, “than the beginning. For it had been better for
them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment
delivered unto them.”’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, September 26th 1912.

9. What solemn denunciation given to the Jews should be a warning to those who look to Israel as the focus of end-
time prophecy? Matthew 21:43.

NOTE: ‘Let the mind be educated to look to Jesus. Let an effort be made to become doers of His word. The curse of God is
upon Jerusalem and its surroundings, and the land is defiled under the inhabitants thereof. There is no real foundation for
feelings of awe in looking upon the land of Palestine. In revering these earthly things, men clothe them with a false glory.’
Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, February 25th 1896.

10. What counsel is given to those who desire rightly to divide the Word of truth? 2 Timothy 2:15.
NOTE: The word ‘study’ in this verse means ‘show diligence’. This verse should not be understood simply as an exhortation to
Bible study. This diligence should be exhibited in every aspect of the Christian’s life.
‘You must experience a death to self, and must live unto God. “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” Self is not to be consulted. Pride, self-love, selfishness, avarice,



covetousness, love of the world, hatred, suspicion, jealousy, evil surmisings, must all be subdued and sacrificed forever. When
Christ shall appear, it will not be to correct these evils and then give a moral fitness for His coming. This preparation must all
be made before He comes. It should be a subject of thought, of study, and earnest inquiry, What shall we do to be saved? What
shall be our conduct that we may show ourselves approved unto God?’ Testimonies Volume 1, page 705.

A light to our path

11. What promise is given to those who open their hearts to the Word of God? Psalm 119:130.
NOTE: ‘The work which the Lord has laid out before me especially is to urge young and old, learned and unlearned, to search
the Scriptures for themselves; to impress upon all that the study of God’s word will expand the mind and strengthen every
faculty, fitting the intellect to wrestle with problems of truth, deep and far-reaching; to assure all that the clear knowledge of
the Bible outdoes all other knowledge in making man what God designed he should be. “The entrance of Thy words giveth
light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.” With the light communicated through the study of His word, with the special
knowledge given of individual cases among His people under all circumstances and in every phase of experience, can I now be
in the same ignorance, the same mental uncertainty and spiritual blindness, as at the beginning of this experience? Testimonies
Volume 5, page 686.

12. What promise of guidance is given to those who come to God, repenting their sins? Psalm 32:5-8.
NOTE: ‘Let every child of God make Him their Counsellor, and firmly believe that He is at their right hand to help them,
trusting the promise, “I will guide thee with Mine eye.” So many mistakes would not be made if all would make God their
dependence, believing that He who never makes a mistake will prepare their way before them. We must believe in Christ as a
personal, sympathising Saviour, who doeth all things well. Our path, however rugged it may be, is marked out for us by the
Lord; but He will walk with us, for we are to be co-labourers with Him, guided by the Holy Spirit. “And thine ears shall hear a
word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and to the left.”’ Pacific Union
Recorder, November 7th, 1901.
‘Do not be afraid to trust God. Rely upon His sure promise, “Ask, and ye shall receive.” Do not let go of the promise, even
though you do not see an immediate answer to your prayers. God is too wise to err, and too good to withhold any good thing
from them that walk uprightly. Man is erring, and although his petitions may be sent up from an honest heart, he does not
always ask for the things that are good for him or that will glorify God. When this is so, our wise and good Father hears our
prayers, and answers, sometimes immediately; but He gives us the things that are for our good and His own glory. If we could
look into His plan, we should clearly see that our prayers are answered in wisdom and love. And through the temptations and
trials of life the promise will be fulfilled, “I will guide thee with mine eye.”’ Southern Watchman, March 24th,1908.
‘“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” These are they
who are repairing the breach in the law of God. In the face of bitter opposition, they take their stand under the banner of Prince
Immanuel, proclaiming, bravely and fearlessly, the message He has given them. God watches over these faithful witnesses, and
abundantly rewards their confidence. The way to His throne is always open to them. He sees and supplies their wants. They
find their safety in looking to Him. When Jehovah gives them His protection, and says of them, Ye are labourers together with
me, they are safe in the midst of the greatest danger. Satan tries to deceive them, but God lifts up for them a standard against
the enemy. Those who work righteousness have an ever-present help in time of trouble. In every time of need He is near. When
they are tempted, He stands as their defence, saying, “I will guide thee with mine eye.” I will deliver thee from perplexity, and
be a covert for thee against the strife of tongues.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, July 16th, 1901.
‘The cause is the Lord’s. He is on board the ship as commander-in-chief. He will guide us safely into port. He can command
the winds and the waves, and they will obey Him. If we follow His directions, we have no need to be anxious or troubled. In
Him we may trust. He bestows His richest endowments upon those who love Him and keep His commandments. He will never
forsake those who work in His lines.
‘Do not say, “It is impossible for me to overcome.” Do not say, “It is my nature to do thus and so, and I can not do otherwise. I
have inherited weaknesses that make me powerless before temptation.” In your own strength, you can not overcome, but help
has been laid upon One that is mighty. Breathe the prayer, “Show me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths.” Then believe the
promise, “The meek will He guide in judgement: and the meek will He teach His way.” Yes, the Lord says, “I will instruct thee
and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with Mine eye.” In order to receive the virtue of the blood of
Christ, even the forgiveness of your sins, you must consent to the conditions He imposes. “If any man will come after Me,” He
says, “let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.” Seeking pardon of sin from His cross, you will seek
direction from His throne. Looking to and believing in Christ as your personal Saviour, is your only hope of salvation.
Receiving Christ in all His completeness, you are in truth able to sing: “I will follow thee, my Saviour, wheresoe’er my lot may
be. Where thou goest, I will follow; Yes, my Lord, I’ll follow thee.”’ Youth’s Instructor, October 2nd, 1902.

Lesson 10: ‘No prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation’

MEMORY VERSE: “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.” 2 Peter 1:20
STUDY HELP: Acts of the Apostles, pages 529-537.

Introduction.



‘The perils of the last days are upon us, and in our work we are to warn the people of the danger they are in. Let not the solemn
scenes which prophecy has revealed be left untouched. If our people were half awake, if they realised the nearness of the
events portrayed in the Revelation, a reformation would be wrought in our churches, and many more would believe the
message. We have no time to lose; God calls upon us to watch for souls as they that must give an account. Advance new
principles, and crowd in the clear-cut truth. It will be as a sword cutting both ways. But be not too ready to take a controversial
attitude. There will be times when we must stand still and see the salvation of God. Let Daniel speak, let the Revelation speak,
and tell what is truth. But whatever phase of the subject is presented, uplift Jesus as the centre of all hope, “the Root and the
Offspring of David, and the bright and morning Star.’’ Revelation 22:16.’ Testimonies Volume 6, page 61.

‘A Little Book Open’

NOTE: ‘As we near the close of this world’s history, the prophecies recorded by Daniel demand our special attention, as they
relate to the very time in which we are living. With them should be linked the teachings of the last book of the New Testament
Scriptures. Satan has led many to believe that the prophetic portions of the writings of Daniel and of John the Revelator cannot
be understood. But the promise is plain that special blessing will accompany the study of these prophecies. “The wise shall
understand” (verse 10), was spoken of the visions of Daniel that were to be unsealed in the latter days; and of the revelation
that Christ gave to His servant John for the guidance of God’s people all through the centuries, the promise is, “Blessed is he
that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein.” Revelation 1:3.’
Prophets and Kings, page 547.

1. The name ‘Daniel’ means ‘God is my Judge.’ Judgement is a theme running throughout this book. Notice the
following:

 Daniel 1:18-21. Nebuchadnezzar judges Daniel and his three friends.
 Daniel 3:13-29. Nebuchadnezzar judges Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, but God overrules.
 Daniel 4:31-33. God pronounces judgement upon Nebuchadnezzar.
 Daniel 5:18-28. Daniel pronounces God’s judgement on Belshazzar and Babylon.
 Daniel 6:16-17, 24. Darius pronounces sentence on Daniel. God overrules and Darius condemns Daniel’s enemies.
 Daniel 7:9-14, 26. Daniel sees in vision God’s judgement.
 Daniel 8:13-14. Daniel hears the prophecy concerning the time of God’s judgement.
 Daniel 12:10. God’s judgement on both the righteous and the wicked.

2. Judgement means ‘to bring justice.’ Notice how the following passages explain the Bible concept of judgement.
 Genesis 4:10. Abel’s blood cries out to God for justice.
 Psalm 10:12-15. The psalmist cries out to God ‘to requite mischief and spite with Thy hand.’
 Daniel 8:13. The call to God is ‘How long’ is evil to be permitted to oppress God’s people?
 Revelation 6:10. The martyred saints cry out to God to judge and avenge their blood.

3. The Book of Daniel promises deliverance for God’s people.
 Daniel 2:5, 13, 48-49. God delivers Daniel and his three friends from Nebuchadnezzar’s death decree.
 Daniel 3:27. God delivers Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from Nebuchadnezzar’s death decree.
 Daniel 6:20-22. ‘My God hath sent His angel and hath shut the lion’s mouths.’
 Daniel 7:25-27. The little horn wears out the saints of the Most High but it is they who receive the kingdom.
 Daniel 12:1. ‘A time of trouble such as never was…and at that time thy people shall be delivered.’

4. The Book of Daniel is the book of the kingdom. Every chapter begins with a reference to kingly power, either
man’s or God’s.

 Daniel 1:1-2. The apparent destruction of the kingdom of God by Babylon. (But notice that God gave Jehoiakim into the
hand of Nebuchadnezzar. God is in control.)

 Daniel 1:1. The conflict is between Jerusalem and Babylon. This conflict continues between spiritual Babylon and
spiritual Jerusalem in Revelation. This is the conflict between true and false worship. Idolatry and its conflict with true
worship runs through much of Daniel and Revelation.

5. The first six chapters of Daniel contain history with some prophecy. The last six chapters of the book contain
prophecy with some history. What has been acted out in narrative form is taught by prophetic vision.

 Those who worship idols are inferior in wisdom to those who worship and obey God. Compare Daniel 1 & 2.
 Those who refuse to submit to idolatrous worship will be delivered by God. Compare Daniel 3 & 6 with Daniel 12.
 Earthly laws fall to the ground before the decree of the Divine Lawgiver. Compare Daniel 6 with Daniel 7:25-26.
 God will condemn self-worship and blasphemy. Compare Daniel 4 & 5 with Daniel 7:25-27. Worship, true and false, is

the major issue. Compare Revelation 13 and 14.

6. Daniel is the book of the sanctuary.
 The pivotal verse of the entire book is Daniel 8:14.



 Can you find mentions of the sanctuary in chapters 1, 5, 8, 9, 11 & 12? The sanctuary has been defiled by the sins of
God’s people, desolated by Babylon and will be cleansed by the Son of man at the time of the end.

7. In the Book of Daniel, God uses the teaching technique of repetition and expansion. Each vision rehearses the
ground of the previous vision and focuses on some part of it to add additional light. Those who fail to appreciate
this truth will find themselves reaching private interpretations. For example, since Daniel 2 ends with Rome in both
its imperial and its papal forms, (first the iron and then iron mixed with clay); each of the other visions, Daniel 7,
Daniel 8-9 and Daniel 11-12, will also end with Rome, in its imperial and then its papal form. Failure to see this
important truth led to some substituting Turkey for papal Rome in the final vision.

‘Seal not the sayings of this prophecy’

8. How is the book of Daniel contrasted with the Book of Revelation? Daniel 12:4, 9, Revelation 22:10.
NOTE: ‘In the Revelation are portrayed the deep things of God. The very name given to its inspired pages, “the Revelation,”
contradicts the statement that this is a sealed book. A revelation is something revealed. The Lord Himself revealed to His
servant the mysteries contained in this book, and He designs that they shall be open to the study of all. Its truths are addressed
to those living in the last days of this earth’s history, as well as to those living in the days of John. Some of the scenes depicted
in this prophecy are in the past, some are now taking place; some bring to view the close of the great conflict between the
powers of darkness and the Prince of heaven, and some reveal the triumphs and joys of the redeemed in the earth made new.
Let none think, because they cannot explain the meaning of every symbol in the Revelation, that it is useless for them to search
this book in an effort to know the meaning of the truth it contains. The One who revealed these mysteries to John will give to
the diligent searcher for truth a foretaste of heavenly things. Those whose hearts are open to the reception of truth will be
enabled to understand its teachings, and will be granted the blessing promised to those who “hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written therein.” Acts of the Apostles, page 584.

9. The first eleven chapters of Revelation deal with three great visions, the Seven churches, the Seven Seals and the
Seven Trumpets. Each vision looks at the period from apostolic times to the time of the end.

 The Seven Churches describes the spiritual state of the church during this period in seven stages, Ephesus the apostolic
church which began well but lost its first love, Smyrna the church of the imperial persecutions, ‘faithful unto death,’
Pergamos the church which compromised with false worship, Thyatira the persecuted church in the wilderness, Sardis the
church of the failed reformation, with ‘a name that thou livest and art dead,’ Philadelphia the church of the advent
awakening, and finally Laodicea a people judged, woefully unprepared for her Lord’s scrutiny.

 The Seven Seals describes the history of the church. First, a rider on a white horse ‘conquering and to conquer.’ Then a
rider on a red horse, suffering and persecuted. Then a rider on a black horse at a time of spiritual famine. Next a rider on a
deathly pale horse suffering the terrible persecutions of the dark ages. Next comes the cry of the martyrs calling to God
for judgement on their persecutors. Next we see the signs of Christ’s soon coming and the cry, ‘Who shall be able to
stand?’ In answer to this question, John hears that 144,000 thousand will be able to stand and then he sees the great
multitude of those who will come through the Great Tribulation because they have washed their robes,

 The Seven Trumpets reveals God’s judgements on Rome, the persecutor of God’s people. First are pictured the attacks on
the Western Roman empire and the African Roman empire through Alaric and the Goths, Genseric and the Vandals,
Atilla and the Huns and Odoacer and the Heruli. The final three trumpets are called ‘woes’ and, under the 5th Trumpet, we
see the rise of Islam in response to the darkness brought by papal Rome. Then follow the Turks who destroy the Eastern
Roman Empire. Read Great Controversy pages 334-335 for the marvellous fulfilment of Revelation 9:15. Revelation 10
describes the Great Disappointment and Revelation 11 begins with a brief mention of the judgement of God’s people. The
1260 years of the papal suppression of the Words of God is described and the rise of atheism are also described. All these
events come within the period of the 6th Trumpet. The vision ends with the 7th trumpet, the establishment of the kingdom
of Christ and the judgement.

 The remainder of Revelation deals with the beginning, progress and triumphant outcome of the Great Controversy
between Christ and Satan, first in heaven and then on earth. We see the final conflict and its outcome for the enemies of
God, Babylon, and for God’s people, the New Jerusalem. It would be well to read the final two chapters of this book
aloud.

‘Blessed is he that readeth and they that hear and keep…’

10. What attitude should we take towards the Book of Revelation? Revelation 1:3.
NOTE: ‘In the Scriptures are presented truths that relate especially to our own time. To the period just prior to the appearing of
the Son of man, the prophecies of Scripture point, and here their warnings and threatenings pre-eminently apply. The prophetic
periods of Daniel, extending to the very eve of the great consummation, throw a flood of light upon events then to transpire.
The book of Revelation is also replete with warning and instruction for the last generation. The beloved John, under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, portrays the fearful and thrilling scenes connected with the close of earth’s history, and presents
the duties and dangers of God’s people. None need remain in ignorance, none need be unprepared for the coming of the day of
God. It is not enough to have an intellectual knowledge of the truth. This alone cannot give the light and understanding
essential to salvation. There must be an entrance of the word into the heart. It must be set home by the power of the Holy



Spirit. The will must be brought into harmony with its requirements. Not only the intellect but the heart and conscience must
concur in the acceptance of the truth.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, September 25th, 1883.

Lesson 11: ‘He that heareth the word, and understandeth it’

MEMORY VERSE: “But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which
also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” Matthew13:23.
STUDY HELP: Testimonies Volume 8, pages 299-304.

Introduction.

‘The word of God should be thoroughly studied. All other reading is inferior to this. A careful study of the Bible will not
necessarily exclude all other reading of a religious nature; but if the word of God is studied prayerfully, all reading which will
have a tendency to divert the mind from it will be excluded. If we study the word of God with an interest, and pray to
understand it, new beauties will be seen in every line. God will reveal precious truth so clearly that the mind will derive sincere
pleasure and have a continual feast as its comforting and sublime truths are unfolded.’ Testimonies Volume 2, page 338.

‘Understandest thou what thou readest?’

1. How did Jesus describe the fate of those who hear God’s Word but do not understand it? Matthew 13:19.
NOTE: ‘The seed sown by the wayside represents the word of God as it falls upon the heart of an inattentive hearer. Like the
hard-beaten path, trodden down by the feet of men and beasts, is the heart that becomes a highway for the world’s traffic, its
pleasures and sins. Absorbed in selfish aims and sinful indulgences, the soul is “hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.”
Hebrews 3: 13. The spiritual faculties are paralysed. Men hear the word, but understand it not. They do not discern that it
applies to themselves. They do not realise their need or their danger.’ Christ’s Object Lessons, page 44.

2. What prayer should be ours whenever we read God’s Word? Psalm 119:169.
NOTE: ‘In the experience of Philip and the Ethiopian is presented the work to which the Lord calls His people. The Ethiopian
represents a large class who need missionaries like Philip, missionaries who will hear the voice of God and go where He sends
them. There are those in the world who are reading the Scriptures, but who cannot understand their import. The men and
women who have a knowledge of God are needed to explain the word to these souls.’ Testimonies Volume 8, page 58.
‘Many think that they must consult commentaries on the Scriptures in order to understand the meaning of the word of God, and
we would not take the position that commentaries should not be studied; but it will take much discernment to discover the truth
of God under the mass of the words of men. How little has been done by the church as a body professing to believe the Bible,
to gather up the scattered jewels of God’s word into one perfect chain of truth? The jewels of truth do not lie upon the surface,
as many suppose. The mastermind in the confederacy of evil is ever at work to keep the truth out of sight and to bring into full
view the opinions of great men. The enemy is doing all in his power to obscure heaven’s light through educational processes;
for he does not mean that men shall hear the voice of the Lord, saying, “This is the way, walk ye in it.” Isaiah 30:21.’ Christian
Education, page 85.

‘The songs of the LORD’

3. How do the following verses illustrate some of the technique of the Bible’s poetry?
 Psalm 34:3, Isaiah 55:8. The second line echoes the thought of the first in different words.
 Psalm 34:4, Psalm 23:1. The first line gives a statement and the second gives the result or consequence arising from it.
 Psalm 34:10, Isaiah 40:8. The second line forms a contrast with the first.
 Psalm 43:5, Psalm 42:11. The first line poses a question and the second gives the response.
NOTE: Bishop Lowth in 1741 first used the term ‘parallelism’ for this poetic style. He pointed out that, because it is based on
meaning, it survives translation into other languages with little or no loss, unlike poetry that depends mainly on complex
patterns of rhyme, rhythm, word patterns or vocabulary. Some Bible poetry does sometimes use such patterns. For example, in
Psalm 119, in each section, all eight verses begin with the same letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Other psalms also begin each
verse with a different letter of the alphabet in sequence. In the book of Lamentations, each of chapters 1, 2 4 and 5 contain 22
verses which begin with the letters of the Hebrew alphabet in order. Chapter 3, in contrast, has 66 verses that are grouped in
threes, each group beginning with the same letter of the Hebrew alphabet in order. These are called acrostics. The fact that
such poetic patterns do not easily translate does not however significantly detract from the poetry of these passages.
‘The Bible as literature. As an educating power, the Bible is of more value than the writings of all the philosophers of all ages.
In its wide range of style and subjects, there is something to interest and instruct every mind, to ennoble every interest. The
light of revelation shines undimmed into the distant past, where human annals cast not a ray of light. There is poetry which has
called forth the wonder and admiration of the world. In glowing beauty, in sublime and solemn majesty, in touching pathos, it
is unequalled by the most brilliant productions of human genius.’ Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students, page 428.



‘A shadow of good things to come’

4. How did God teach those who lived before Christ the plan of salvation? Hebrews 8:5, 10:1.
NOTE: ‘Through the teachings of the sacrificial service, Christ was to be uplifted before all nations, and all who would look to
Him should live. Christ was the foundation of the Jewish economy. The whole system of types and symbols was a compacted
prophecy of the gospel, a presentation in which were bound up the promises of redemption.’ Acts of the Apostles, page 14.
‘Christ in all the Bible. The power of Christ, the crucified Saviour, to give eternal life, should be presented to the people. We
should show them that the Old Testament is as verily the gospel in types and shadows as the New Testament is in its unfolding
power. The New Testament does not present a new religion; the Old Testament does not present a religion to be superseded by
the New. The New Testament is only the advancement and unfolding of the Old.’ Testimonies Volume 6, page 392.

5. How did Paul explain the significance of some of the feasts of the Lord? 1 Corinthians 5:7-8; 15:20-23.
NOTE: ‘The Passover was followed by the seven days’ feast of unleavened bread. On the second day of the feast, the first
fruits of the year’s harvest, a sheaf of barley, was presented before the Lord. All the ceremonies of the feast were types of the
work of Christ. The deliverance of Israel from Egypt was an object lesson of redemption, which the Passover was intended to
keep in memory. The slain lamb, the unleavened bread, the sheaf of first fruits, represented the Saviour.’ Desire of Ages, page
77.

6. Besides the sanctuary service, what Old Testament stories are presented as types of future events and experiences?
1 Corinthians 10:1-13.

NOTE: ‘The smitten rock was a figure of Christ, and through this symbol the most precious spiritual truths are taught. As the
life-giving waters flowed from the smitten rock, so from Christ, “smitten of God,” “wounded for our transgressions,” “bruised
for our iniquities” (Isaiah 53:4, 5), the stream of salvation flows for a lost race. As the rock had been once smitten, so Christ
was to be “once offered to bear the sins of many.” Hebrews 9:28. Our Saviour was not to be sacrificed a second time; and it is
only necessary for those who seek the blessings of His grace to ask in the name of Jesus, pouring forth the heart’s desire in
penitential prayer. Such prayer will bring before the Lord of hosts the wounds of Jesus, and then will flow forth afresh the life-
giving blood, symbolised by the flowing of the living water for Israel.’ Patriarchs and Prophets, page 411.

7. What Old Testament figure was selected to be a type of the prophetic message to prepare people for the coming of
the Lord? Matthew 11:12-14, (compare Malachi 4:5).

NOTE: ‘The prophet Malachi declares: “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful
day of the Lord: and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers.” Here the
prophet describes the character of the work. Those who are to prepare the way for the Second Coming of Christ are represented
by faithful Elijah, as John came in the spirit of Elijah to prepare the way for Christ’s first advent. The great subject of reform is
to be agitated, and the public mind is to be stirred. Temperance in all things is to be connected with the message, to turn the
people of God from their idolatry, their gluttony, and their extravagance in dress and other things.’ Testimonies Volume 3, page
62.

‘A shadow of heavenly things’

8. What do some of the things connected with the tabernacle symbolise?
 The lamb. Exodus 12:3-5. Compare John 1:29, 1 Corinthians 5:7.
 The table of shewbread. Numbers 4:7. Compare John 6:35; 6:51.
 The candlestick. Exodus 25:31-35. Compare John 1:9; 8:12.
NOTE: ‘Everything in the Jewish service had been misinterpreted and misapplied. The purpose of the sacrifice offerings had
been perverted. They were to symbolise Christ and His mission, that when He should come in the flesh, the world might
recognise God in Him, and accept Him as the world’s Redeemer. But their lack of true heart service for God had blinded the
Jews to a knowledge of God.’ Signs of the Times, July 14th, 1898.
‘In patriarchal times the sacrificial offerings connected with divine worship constituted a perpetual reminder of the coming of a
Saviour, and thus it was with the entire ritual of the sanctuary services throughout Israel’s history. In the ministration of the
tabernacle, and of the temple that afterward took its place, the people were taught each day, by means of types and shadows,
the great truths relative to the advent of Christ as Redeemer, Priest, and King; and once each year their minds were carried
forward to the closing events of the great controversy between Christ and Satan, the final purification of the universe from sin
and sinners. The sacrifices and offerings of the Mosaic ritual were ever pointing toward a better service, even a heavenly. The
earthly sanctuary was “a figure for the time then present,” in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices; its two holy places
were “patterns of things in the heavens;” for Christ, our great High Priest, is today “a minister of the sanctuary, and of the true
tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.” Hebrews 9:9, 23; 8:2.’ Prophets and Kings, page 684.

‘He taught them many things by parables.’

9. By what method did Christ seek to fix eternal truths in the minds of His listeners? Matthew 13:34.
NOTE: ‘Parable teaching was popular, and commanded the respect and attention, not only of the Jews, but of the people of
other nations. No more effective method of instruction could He have employed. If His hearers had desired a knowledge of
divine things, they might have understood His words; for He was always willing to explain them to the honest inquirer. Christ
had truths to present which the people were unprepared to accept or even to understand. For this reason also He taught them in



parables. By connecting His teaching with the scenes of life, experience, or nature, He secured their attention and impressed
their hearts. Afterward, as they looked upon the objects that illustrated His lessons, they recalled the words of the divine
Teacher. To minds that were open to the Holy Spirit, the significance of the Saviour’s teaching unfolded more and more.
Mysteries grew clear, and that which had been hard to grasp became evident. Jesus sought an avenue to every heart. By using a
variety of illustrations, He not only presented truth in its different phases, but appealed to the different hearers. Their interest
was aroused by figures drawn from the surroundings of their daily life. None who listened to the Saviour could feel that they
were neglected or forgotten. The humblest, the most sinful, heard in His teaching a voice that spoke to them in sympathy and
tenderness.’ Christ’s Object Lessons, page 21.

10. What reply did Jesus give when His disciples asked Him why He taught in parables? Matthew 13:10-17.
NOTE: ‘And He had another reason for teaching in parables. Among the multitudes that gathered about Him, there were
priests and rabbis, scribes and elders, Herodians and rulers, world-loving, bigoted, ambitious men, who desired above all things
to find some accusation against Him. Their spies followed His steps day after day, to catch from His lips something that would
cause His condemnation, and forever silence the One who seemed to draw the world after Him. The Saviour understood the
character of these men, and He presented truth in such a way that they could find nothing by which to bring His case before the
Sanhedrin. In parables He rebuked the hypocrisy and wicked works of those who occupied high positions, and in figurative
language clothed truth of so cutting a character that had it been spoken in direct denunciation, they would not have listened to
His words, and would speedily have put an end to His ministry. But while He evaded the spies, He made truth so clear that
error was manifested, and the honest in heart were profited by His lessons. Divine wisdom, infinite grace, were made plain by
the things of God’s creation. Through nature and the experiences of life, men were taught of God.’ Christ’s Object Lessons,
page 22.

‘All these things happened for ensamples’

11. Why are the stories of Bible times recorded for us? 1 Corinthians 10:1-11.
NOTE: ‘A blessing or a curse is now before the people of God, a blessing if they come out from the world and are separate,
and walk in the path of humble obedience; and a curse if they unite with the idolatrous, who trample upon the high claims of
heaven. The sins and iniquities of rebellious Israel are recorded and the picture presented before us as a warning that if we
imitate their example of transgression and depart from God we shall fall as surely as did they. “Now all these things happened
unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.”’ Testimonies
Volume 1, page 609.
‘We have evidence in God’s word of the liability of His people to be greatly deceived. There are many instances where what
may seem to be a sincere zeal for the honour of God has its origin in leaving the soul unguarded for the enemy to tempt and to
impress the mind with a perverted sense of the real state of things. And we may expect just such things in these last days, for
Satan is just as busy now as he was in the congregation of Israel. The cruelty and strength of prejudice are not understood.’
Testimonies Volume 3, page 353.

12. Against what specific danger do these stories warn us? 1 Corinthians 10:12.
NOTE: ‘Satan well knows the material with which he has to deal in the human heart. He knows, for he has studied with
fiendish intensity for thousands of years, the points most easily assailed in every character; and through successive generations
he has wrought to overthrow the strongest men, princes in Israel, by the same temptations that were so successful at Baalpeor.
All along through the ages there are strewn wrecks of character that have been stranded upon the rocks of sensual indulgence.
As we approach the close of time, as the people of God stand upon the borders of the heavenly Canaan, Satan will, as of old,
redouble his efforts to prevent them from entering the goodly land. He lays his snares for every soul. It is not the ignorant and
uncultured merely that need to be guarded; he will prepare his temptations for those in the highest positions, in the most holy
office; if he can lead them to pollute their souls, he can through them destroy many. And he employs the same agents now as
he employed three thousand years ago. By worldly friendships, by the charms of beauty, by pleasure seeking, mirth, feasting,
or the wine cup, he tempts to the violation of the seventh commandment.’ Patriarchs and Prophets, page 458.

Lesson 12: ‘To withstand in the evil day’

MEMORY VERSE: “And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which
keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.’ Revelation 12:17.
STUDY HELP: Testimonies Volume 5, pages 449-454.

Introduction.

‘If the veil which separates the visible from the invisible world could be lifted, and the people of God could behold the great
controversy that is going on between Christ and holy angels and Satan and his evil hosts concerning the redemption of man; if
they could understand the wonderful work of God for the rescue of souls from the bondage of sin, and the constant exercise of
His power for their protection from the malice of the evil one, they would be better prepared to withstand the devices of Satan.
Their minds would be solemnised in view of the vast extent and importance of the plan of redemption and the greatness of the



work before them as co-labourers with Christ. They would be humbled, yet encouraged, knowing that all heaven is interested
in their salvation.’ Testimonies Volume 5, page 467.

‘War in heaven’

1. How is the beginning of the Great Controversy between Christ and Satan described? Revelation 12:7.
NOTE: ‘Until this time all heaven had been in order, harmony, and perfect subjection to the government of God. It was the
highest sin to rebel against His order and will. All heaven seemed in commotion… Satan, ambitious to exalt himself, and
unwilling to submit to the authority of Jesus, was insinuating against the government of God. Some of the angels sympathised
with Satan in his rebellion, and others strongly contended for the honour and wisdom of God in giving authority to His Son.
There was contention among the angels. Satan and his sympathisers were striving to reform the government of God. They
wished to look into His unsearchable wisdom, and ascertain His purpose in exalting Jesus and endowing Him with such
unlimited power and command. They rebelled against the authority of the Son. All the heavenly host were summoned to
appear before the Father to have each case decided. It was there determined that Satan should be expelled from heaven, with all
the angels who had joined him in the rebellion. Then there was war in heaven. Angels were engaged in the battle; Satan wished
to conquer the Son of God and those who were submissive to His will.’ Early Writings, page 146.

2. What was the outcome of the war in heaven? Revelation 12:8-9.
NOTE: ‘Satan is a deceiver. When he sinned in heaven, even the loyal angels did not fully discern his character. This was why
God did not at once destroy Satan. Had He done so, the holy angels would not have perceived the justice and love of God. A
doubt of God’s goodness would have been as evil seed that would yield the bitter fruit of sin and woe. Therefore the author of
evil was spared, fully to develop his character.’ Christ’s Object Lessons, page 72.
‘Satan’s rebellion was to be a lesson to the universe through all coming ages, a perpetual testimony to the nature of sin and its
terrible results. The working out of Satan’s rule, its effects upon both men and angels, would show what must be the fruit of
setting aside the divine authority. It would testify that with the existence of God’s government is bound up the well-being of all
the creatures He has made. Thus the history of this terrible experiment of rebellion was to be a perpetual safeguard to all holy
beings, to prevent them from being deceived as to the nature of transgression, to save them from committing sin, and suffering
its penalty.’ Patriarchs and Prophets, page 42.

‘Hast thou considered My servant?’

3. What were the qualities in Job that God held up before Satan? Job 1:8, Job 2:3.
NOTE: ‘True worship consists in working together with Christ. “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this:
To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” The love of Christ
dwelling in the heart will be manifested in earnest effort to accomplish the work which Jesus came to do. Kind words, deeds of
benevolence, of tender care for the needy and the afflicted, this is the fruit that grows naturally upon the good tree. Such was
the fruit manifest in the life of that righteous man of whom God himself declared, “There is none like him in the earth, a
perfect and an upright man.”’ Home Missionary, July 1st, 1891.

4. What are the qualities that Christ is looking for in His saints? Revelation 14:12.
NOTE: ‘Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. When the character of Christ
shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own. It is the privilege of every Christian
not only to look for but to hasten the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, (2 Peter 3:12, margin). Were all who profess His name
bearing fruit to His glory, how quickly the whole world would be sown with the seed of the gospel. Quickly the last great
harvest would be ripened, and Christ would come to gather the precious grain.’ Christ’s Object Lessons, page 69.

5. What were Job’s motives for obedience to God, according to Satan? Job 1:9-11, Job 2:4-5.
NOTE: ‘Job was permitted to suffer; he was severely tempted; but he would not speak one word against God. During Christ’s
life on earth the scribes and Pharisees, instigated by Satan, tempted him in every possible way. But he never allowed these
temptations to lead him from the path of obedience. When God speaks, let us obey, no matter how the enemy may tempt us to
disobey; for the path of obedience is the only safe path.’ Signs of the Times, May 27th, 1897.

6. Does Satan continue his war against the people of God today? 1 Peter 5:8.
NOTE: ‘The Scriptures declare that upon one occasion, when the angels of God came to present themselves before the Lord,
Satan came also among them (Job 1:6), not to bow before the Eternal King, but to further his own malicious designs against
the righteous. With the same object, he is in attendance when men assemble for the worship of God. Though hidden from sight,
he is working with all diligence to control the minds of the worshipers. Like a skilful general, he lays his plans beforehand. As
he sees the messenger of God searching the Scriptures, he takes note of the subject to be presented to the people. Then he
employs all his cunning and shrewdness so to control circumstances that the message may not reach those whom he is
deceiving on that very point. The one who most needs the warning will be urged into some business transaction which requires
his presence, or will by some other means be prevented from hearing the words that might prove to him a savour of life unto
life.’ Great Controversy, page 518.

7. What protection is placed around those who obey God? Job 1:10. (Compare Isaiah 5:3-5, Ezekiel 13:3-5, Ezekiel
22:29-30.)



NOTE: ‘Satan works through the elements also to garner his harvest of unprepared souls. He has studied the secrets of the
laboratories of nature, and he uses all his power to control the elements as far as God allows. When he was suffered to afflict
Job, how quickly flocks and herds, servants, houses, children, were swept away, one trouble succeeding another as in a
moment. It is God that shields His creatures and hedges them in from the power of the destroyer. But the Christian world have
shown contempt for the law of Jehovah; and the Lord will do just what He has declared that He would, He will withdraw His
blessings from the earth and remove His protecting care from those who are rebelling against His law and teaching and forcing
others to do the same. Satan has control of all whom God does not especially guard. He will favour and prosper some in order
to further his own designs, and he will bring trouble upon others and lead men to believe that it is God who is afflicting them.
Great Controversy, page 589.

‘Yea, hath God said?’

8. What was the basis of the test Satan brought to Adam and Eve? Genesis 3:1.
NOTE: ‘He addressed himself to Eve, “Hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” Genesis 3: 1. Had Eve
refrained from entering into argument with the tempter, she would have been safe; but she ventured to parley with him, and fell
a victim to his wiles. It is thus that many are still overcome. They doubt and argue concerning the requirements of God, and
instead of obeying the divine commands, they accept human theories, which but disguise the devices of Satan.’ Spirit of
Prophecy Volume 4, page 352.

9. What alternative version of God’s will did Satan create for Eve? Genesis 3:4-5.
NOTE: ‘The very same reasoning is employed today in the Christian world. When the claims of the law are presented, men
begin to frame excuses for continuing in disobedience, stating that God will not punish them for the breaking of His precepts.
But let us think of it soberly. Will God change His holy law to suit my convenience? Will He sanction sin, and countenance
disobedience? If God had a character of this kind, we could not reverence Him. His authority could not be respected.’ Advent
Review & Sabbath Herald, November 18th, 1890.

‘That through death He might destroy him that had the power of death…’

10. What was a principal reason for Christ taking upon Himself our nature? Hebrews 2:14.
NOTE: ‘The cross of Calvary, while it declares the law immutable, proclaims to the universe that the wages of sin is death. In
the Saviour’s expiring cry, “It is finished,” the death knell of Satan was rung. The great controversy which had been so long in
progress was then decided, and the final eradication of evil was made certain. The Son of God passed through the portals of the
tomb, that “through death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.” Hebrews 2:14. Lucifer’s desire
for self-exaltation had led him to say: “I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: . . . I will be like the Most High.” God
declares: “I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth, . . . and never shalt thou be any more.” Isaiah 14:13, 14; Ezekiel 28:18, 19.
When “the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven;. . . all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day
that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.” Malachi 4:1.’ Great
Controversy, page 503.

11. How complete was Christ’s acceptance of man’s nature? Hebrews 2:17-18.
NOTE: ‘Christ in the weakness of humanity was to meet the temptations of one possessing the powers of the higher nature that
God had bestowed on the angelic family. But Christ’s humanity was united with divinity, and in this strength he would bear all
the temptations that Satan could bring against him, and yet keep his soul untainted by sin. And this power to overcome he
would give to every son and daughter of Adam who would accept by faith the righteous attributes of his character.’ Advent
Review & Sabbath Herald, January 28th, 1909.

‘This is the love of God’

12. What identifies those who truly know God and those who merely claim to know Him? 1 John 2:3-5.
NOTE: ‘We should feel the necessity of searching the Scriptures for ourselves. We should study God’s word until we know
that our foundation is on the solid rock. We should dig for the gems of truth. We are to test every man’s doctrine by the law
and the testimony; for, says the prophet, “if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” John
says, “He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” Those who claim to
have light from God, and yet turn away their ear from hearing the law, are under great deception. Those who understandingly
reject the fourth commandment are in darkness. Says James, “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one
point, he is guilty of all.” It is vain for us to think that we are prepared for the finishing touch of immortality, while we live in
wilful transgression of any of God’s holy precepts.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, August 27th, 1889.

13. What is God’s attitude to those who ‘hold the truth in unrighteousness’? Romans 1:18-32.
NOTE: ‘Never was there a time when this warning was more appropriate than at the present time. Far too large a number of
professed Christians are Christians only in name. They have no root in themselves. Their hearts are filled with pride, impurity,
unholy ambition, self-importance, and love of supremacy. They may have an intelligent knowledge of the theory of the truth,
and prove their doctrines to be sound and Scriptural, but they hold the truth in unrighteousness. By their course of action they
deny the Saviour. Their hearts are not sanctified through the truth. They are unholy in heart, and unchristlike in deportment.
Unless the spirit and principles that characterised the life of Christ are planted in the heart, they can not control the life. The



law of God must be written in the heart, the truth of God must illuminate the soul. Holiness, mercy, truth, love, must be
brought into the life. Unless the soul-temple is cleansed from its defilement, unless there is purity of heart, unless earnest
efforts are made to meet the standard of God’s word, they will never be fitted to be the companions of the pure and holy; they
will never wear the white linen which is the righteousness of the saints.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, November 28th,
1899.

14. As we face the final phase of the great conflict between Satan and Christ, what preparation is necessary? 1 John
3:3, 2 Peter 3:14.

NOTE: ‘“The world would not be what it now is if professed believers in Christ were receivers of His divine nature. It is the
example of men who claim to believe the truth, but who do not practice the truth, that detracts from the influence of
Christianity. They hold the truth as a theory, but unrighteousness surely characterises their course of action. Many reveal that
they are far away from Christ, because they are destitute of Christianity. Please read the ninth and tenth chapters of Ezekiel.
Should we not seek to understand the work which God requires us to do? Its results are sacred and awful. If one thread of
selfishness is woven into God’s service, He is greatly dishonoured. Unless those who have knowledge of the truth are
sanctified through the truth, their profession counts for nothing, and their condemnation will be proportionate to the light
granted them, which they have not honoured by walking in the light as Christ is in the light. Truth as it is in Jesus is the
creating power of Christ. Those who claim to have advanced light must reveal the influence of that light in their words, their
deportment, their voice, their actions, at all times and in all places.’ Gospel Herald, January 1st, 1900.

Lesson 13: ‘They overcame him by the blood of the lamb and by the Word of their
testimony’

MEMORY VERSE: “And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples and nations and tongues and
kings.’ Revelation 10:11.
STUDY HELP: Testimonies Volume 1, pages 58-61.

Introduction.

‘The work is soon to close. The members of the church militant who have proved faithful will become the church triumphant.
In reviewing our past history, having travelled over every step of advance to our present standing, I can say, Praise God! As I
see what God has wrought, I am filled with astonishment and with confidence in Christ as leader. We have nothing to fear for
the future, except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past history.’ Advent Review &
Sabbath Herald, October 12th, 1905.

‘The remnant of her seed’

1. How is the remnant of God’s church in the final generation described? Revelation 12:17.
NOTE: ‘Those who are living amid the perils of the last days, days which are characterised by the masses turning from the
truth of God to fables, will have close work to turn from the fables which are prepared for them on every hand, and have an
appetite to feast upon unpopular truth. Those who turn from these fables to truth are despised, hated, and persecuted by those
who are presenting fables to the people for their reception. Satan is at war with the remnant who are endeavouring to keep the
commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus. Evil angels are commissioned to employ men as their agents upon the
earth. These can the most successfully exert an influence to make Satan's attacks effective against the remnant whom God calls
"a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of Him who
hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light." This, Satan is determined to hinder. He will employ everyone who
will engage in his service to hinder the chosen people of God from showing forth the praises of Him who has called them from
darkness into His marvellous light. To hide, to cover up this light, to cause people to distrust it, to disbelieve it, is the work of
the great rebel and his host. While Jesus is purifying His people unto Himself, redeeming them from all iniquity, Satan will
employ his forces to hinder the work and prevent the perfection of the saints. He does not exert his power upon those who are
all covered up with deception and walled in by fables and error, and who make no effort to receive and obey the truth. He
knows he is sure of them; but those who are seeking for truth, that they may obey it in the love of it, are the ones who excite
his malice and stir his ire. He can never weaken them while they keep close to Jesus; therefore he is pleased when he can lead
them in a course of disobedience.’ Testimonies Volume 2, page 105.

2. Against what particular error are those who live in the last days warned? 2 Timothy 3:1 & 5.
NOTE: ‘We are living in perilous times, when those who profess to love and obey God deny him in their daily lives. "For men
shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without
natural affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-
minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof." God does
not want you to be found among this class... In His word you may learn how to shun these evils, and in the end be
overcomers… It is not enough for you to avoid the appearance of evil; you must go farther than this; you must "learn to do
well." You must represent Christ to the world. It must be your daily study how you can learn to work the works of God. His
followers are to be living epistles, "known and read of all men." You can never secure a good character by merely wishing for



it. It can be gained only by labour. Your desires in this direction must be expressed in earnest, honest endeavour and patient
toil. By taking advance steps each day up the ladder of progress, you will find yourself at last at the top, a conqueror, yes, more
than a conqueror, through Him who has loved you.’ Youth’s Instructor, November 5th, 1896.

‘To every nation, kindred, tongue and people’

3. What message must be proclaimed to the whole world before Jesus comes? Revelation 14:6-12.
NOTE: ‘In a special sense Seventh-day Adventists have been set in the world as watchmen and light bearers. To them has been
entrusted the last warning for a perishing world. On them is shining wonderful light from the word of God. They have been
given a work of the most solemn import, the proclamation of the first, second, and third angels’ messages. There is no other
work of so great importance. They are to allow nothing else to absorb their attention. The most solemn truths ever entrusted to
mortals have been given us to proclaim to the world. The proclamation of these truths is to be our work. The world is to be
warned, and God's people are to be true to the trust committed to them. They are not to engage in speculation, neither are they
to enter into business enterprises with unbelievers; for this would hinder them in their God-given work. Christ says of His
people: "Ye are the light of the world." Matthew 5:14. It is not a small matter that the counsels and plans of God have been so
clearly opened to us. It is a wonderful privilege to be able to understand the will of God as revealed in the sure word of
prophecy. This places on us a heavy responsibility. God expects us to impart to others the knowledge that He has given us. It is
His purpose that divine and human instrumentalities shall unite in the proclamation of the warning message.’ Testimonies
Volume 9, page 19.

4. How does the prophecy of Revelation 10 picture the worldwide proclamation of the final message and the
disappointment of those who first proclaimed it? Revelation 10:1-11.

NOTE: ‘The message of the coming of the Lord in the autumn of 184 spread rapidly through America and other parts of the
world. It greatly moved the hearts of men and stirred the Protestant churches of that time. Tens of thousands looked for the
coming of the Lord at the close of the great prophetic period of 2300 days in 1844. Every preparation was made to greet Him
with great joy and gladness, and then came the bitterness of disappointment, for the Lord did not come….The disappointment,
however, was no evidence that the Lord was not in the movement, for in this tenth chapter of Revelation He anticipates this
very experience, and in the last verse points His people to a task of world-wide extent He had yet for them to perform prior to
His glorious appearing, for their work had not yet been finished.’ Daniel and the Revelation, Uriah Smith, page 528.

‘Sound doctrine’

5. Against what development in the church in the last days are we warned? 2 Timothy 4:3.
NOTE: ‘The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a great reformation was to take place among Seventh-
day Adventists, and that this reformation would consist in giving up the doctrines which stand as the pillars of our faith, and
engaging in a process of reorganisation. Were this reformation to take place, what would result? The principles of truth that
God in His wisdom has given to the remnant church would be discarded. Our religion would be changed. The fundamental
principles that have sustained the work for the last fifty years would be accounted as error. A new organisation would be
established. Books of a new order would be written. A system of intellectual philosophy would be introduced. The founders of
this system would go into the cities, and do a wonderful work. The Sabbath, of course would be lightly regarded, as also the
God who created it. Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of the new movement. The leaders would teach that virtue is
better than vice, but God being removed they would place their dependence on human power, which, without God, is
worthless. Their foundation would be build on the sand, and storm and tempest would sweep away the structure. Who has
authority to begin such a movement? We have our Bibles. We have our experience, attested to by the miraculous working of
the Holy Spirit. We have a truth that admits of no compromise. Shall we not repudiate everything that is not in harmony with
this truth?’ Battle Creek Letters, pages 81-82.

6. What will guard God’s people against such developments? Acts 17:11.
NOTE: ‘The fact that there is no controversy or agitation among God’s people should not be regarded as conclusive evidence
that they are holding fast to sound doctrine. There is reason to fear that they may not be clearly discriminating between truth
and error. When no new questions are started by investigation of the Scriptures, when no difference of opinion arises which
will set men to searching the Bible for themselves to make sure that they have the truth, there will be many now, as in ancient
times, who will hold to tradition and worship they know not what.’ Testimonies Volume 5, page 707.

‘Able to make thee wise unto salvation’

7. What are the Scriptures able to do for the one who has faith in Jesus? 2 Timothy 3:15.
NOTE: ‘The truth of God received into the heart is able to make you wise unto salvation. In believing and obeying it you will
receive grace sufficient for the duties and trials of today. Grace for tomorrow you do not need. You should feel that you have
only to do with today. Overcome for today; deny self for today; watch and pray for today; obtain victories in God for today.
Our circumstances and surroundings, the changes daily transpiring around us, and the written word of God which discerns and
proves all things--these are sufficient to teach us our duty and just what we ought to do, day by day.’ Testimonies Volume 3,
page 333.

8. What salvation did Jesus come to this world to offer? Matthew 1:21.



NOTE: ‘The work of gaining salvation is one of co-partnership, a joint operation. There is to be co-operation between God and
the repentant sinner.’ Acts of the Apostles, page 482.
‘Your only hope and salvation is in overcoming as Christ overcame.’ Testimonies Volume 3, page 457.
‘The Ten Commandments, “Thou shalt,” and, “Thou shalt not,” are ten promises, assured to us if we render obedience to the
law governing the universe. “If ye love Me, keep My commandments.” Here is the sum and substance of the law of God. The
terms of salvation for every son and daughter of Adam are here outlined.’ Bible Echo, June 17th, 1901.

‘Thou shalt teach them diligently to thy children’

9. What responsibility does God place upon parents? Deuteronomy 6:6-7.
NOTE: ‘In every Christian home, God should be honoured by the morning and evening sacrifices of prayer and praise.
Children should be taught to respect and reverence the hour of prayer. It is the duty of Christian parents, morning and evening,
by earnest prayer and persevering faith, to make a hedge about their children. In the church at home the children are to learn to
pray and to trust in God. Teach them to repeat God's law. Concerning the commandments the Israelites were instructed: “Thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.” Deuteronomy 6:7. Come in humility, with a heart full of
tenderness, and with a sense of the temptations and dangers before yourselves and your children; by faith bind them to the
altar, entreating for them the care of the Lord. Train the children to offer their simple words of prayer. Tell them that God
delights to have them call upon Him. Will the Lord of heaven pass by such homes and leave no blessing there? Nay, verily.
Ministering angels will guard the children who are thus dedicated to God. Counsels to Parents, Teachers and Students,
page110.

10. What promise is given concerning children taught in this way? Isaiah 54:13.
NOTE: ‘What can give you greater joy than to see children and youth following Christ, the great Shepherd, who calls, and the
sheep and lambs hear his voice and follow him? What can spread more sunshine through the soul of the interested, devoted
worker than to know that his persevering, patient labour is not in vain in the Lord, and to see his pupils have the sunshine of
joy in their souls because Christ has forgiven their sins? What can be more satisfying to the worker together with God, than to
see children and youth receiving the impressions of the spirit of God in true nobility of character and in the restoration of the
moral image of God--the children seeking the peace coming from the Prince of Peace?’ Christian Education, page 156.

‘Preach the Word’

11. What must be the foundation of every preacher’s message? 2 Timothy 4:2.
NOTE: ‘This solemn charge to one so zealous and faithful as was Timothy is a strong testimony to the importance and
responsibility of the work of the gospel minister. Summoning Timothy before the bar of God, Paul bids him preach the word,
not the sayings and customs of men; to be ready to witness for God whenever opportunity should present itself, before large
congregations and private circles, by the way and at the fireside, to friends and to enemies, whether in safety or exposed to
hardship and peril, reproach and loss.’ Acts of the Apostles, page 503.
‘Ministers are not to preach men’s opinions, not to relate anecdotes, get up theatrical performances, not to exhibit self; but as
though they were in the presence of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, they are to preach the word. Let them not bring levity
into the work of the ministry, but let them preach the word in a manner that will leave a most solemn impression upon those
who hear. Let them not present their own ideas and fanciful notions as God’s word, but let them present the pure word of God,
in all sincerity.’ Advent Review & Sabbath Herald, September 28th, 1897.
‘Our churches are dying for the want of teaching on the subject of righteousness by faith in Christ, and on kindred truths.’
Gospel Workers, page 301.
‘Instead of discussing erroneous theories, or seeking to combat the opponents of the gospel, follow the example of Christ. Let
fresh truths from God’s treasure house flash into life. “Preach the word.”’ Christ’s Object Lessons, page 40.

12. What will be the effect of the Word of God on those who are willing to receive it? Acts 20:32.
NOTE: ‘A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most urgent of all our needs. We must have the holy unction
from God, the baptism of his Spirit. This is the only efficient agent in the promulgation of sacred truth. It is the Spirit of God
that quickens the lifeless faculties of the soul to appreciate heavenly things, and attracts the affections toward God and the
truth. What we need, what we cannot do without, is the power of the Holy Spirit to work with our efforts. All pampering of self
must be at an end. There is a weakness of intellect, a lack of religious fervour, in those who want to lean upon others, to be
petted, waited on, and propped up. There must be an earnest longing, a soul-hunger, for the presence of the Lord. Make him
your support, your front guard and your rearward.’ Home Missionary, November 1st,1890.

13. Against what form of religion are God’s people warned to turn away? 2 Timothy 3:5.
NOTE: ‘Before the final visitation of God’s judgments upon the earth there will be among the people of the Lord such a
revival of primitive godliness as has not been witnessed since apostolic times. The Spirit and power of God will be poured out
upon His children. At that time many will separate themselves from those churches in which the love of this world has
supplanted love for God and His word. Many, both of ministers and people, will gladly accept those great truths which God
has caused to be proclaimed at this time to prepare a people for the Lord’s second coming. The enemy of souls desires to
hinder this work; and before the time for such a movement shall come, he will endeavour to prevent it by introducing a
counterfeit. In those churches which he can bring under his deceptive power he will make it appear that God’s special blessing



is poured out; there will be manifest what is thought to be great religious interest. Multitudes will exult that God is working
marvellously for them, when the work is that of another spirit. Under a religious guise, Satan will seek to extend his influence
over the Christian world.’ Great Controversy, page 464.


